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ADVERTISEMENT- 



The publishers of this little volume 
think it due to the writer to mention^ 
M that it was not designed by him for 
^ the Press. 

t^ As he is too distant to be consulted, 
his friends for whose gratification only 
^it was penned, have taken on them- 
selves the responsibility of presenting 
"^it to the public. 

The strong political interest attach- 
ed to the period of time this Journal 
includes, the variety of subjects and 

J observations involved, and the increas- 
ing connexion between the country de- 
^^ scribed and our own, may, it is hoped, 
V render it acceptable to readers of va- 
I rious tastes. 
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To all, it is respectfully presented 
as the work of a young American — 
Should it meet with a favourable re- 
ception from his countrymen, he may 
perhaps be induced to take up his pen 
with higher views, and improve a still 
protracted residence in South Ameri- 
caby communicating information, inte- 
resting to the United States from their 
Southern brethren in Independence. 
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RESIDENCE IN CHILL 



J_ HE better to understand that part of my 
minutes which relates to the public affairs 
of Chili, it will be well to take a brief view 
of the political occurrences a few years pre* 
ceding my arrival there. 

The commotions that agitated Spain, in 
consequence of the encroachments of the 
French, and the captivity of Ferdinand VIL 
and his father, were immediately communi- 
cated, in a greater or less degree, to all the 
Spanish possessions in South America. The 
first revolution in the kingdom of CA«7«, was 
speedily and easily accomplished, — almost 
without opposition or bloodshed. 

On the 15th of April, 1810, a general 
1* 
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meeting of the principal citizens of Santia- 
go was held in the great square, for the 
purpose of deliberating i^xm the state of 
public affairs. It was here decided, with 
great unanimity, that the people of Chili 
should assume to themselves the govern- 
ment of the kingdom, until a&irs^ should 
be settled in Spam. The Prestdente (Car- 
rasco) and some other civil officers of the 
king, attempted to oppose these proceed- 
ings, but were immediately arrested, and 
sent into banishment, on the other side of the 
Andes. The result of this meetii^ was the 
election of a jnnta^ to rule in the name of 
Ferdinand VII. The old . officers were dis- 
placed, and new ones elected in the diflferent 
branches of government. A few days after 
this, the royal military commander took pos* 
session of the square, at the head of a few 
troops that remained in his interest, and aty 
tempted a counter-revolution in favour of 
the king. They were however, immedi- 
ately dispersed by the militia and populace. 
A few of the troops were killed, and their 
commander who had taken refuge in the 
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ehiirch of Sanio Ddmitigo^ wsui broiigbt 
forth ai^ shot, at once, upon the spot^ 

A eorrespondence bad already been daatn- 
tabled with some of the prinotpal mbabi» 
tstkt^ of CoDCepdoti^ atid a like i*evoliHfon 
ti>ok pbcethef^, about the same lime^ atid 
with avHsttar results^ imder the atuspices of 
Don JuarD JCosa^ a vety able and wealthy 
man^ wbe wae knmediately sent a deputy to 
tbe Junt& in Santiago. These proceedings 
wete approved of by the Ctn^i^cd Junta kk 
Spain, and negociatione were entered int6 
far the purpose of effecting a general and 
equal reppesentatioo ihere^ which however^ 
subsequent events rendered fruitless. 

For about four months, every thing re- 
mained in tranquillity, and na public event 
of importance occurredi AiBong the fore- 
most in revolutionary exertions, were th^ 
Carreras — one of the most wealthy and re- 
spectable families in the kii^om ;-^and the 
efficient members of this family, were three 
brothers, Jos6^ Miguel, Juan Jos6^ and Luis; 
young, brave, rich^ hberal, accomplished 
and gallant,— somewhat chivalric in their 
turn of mind, and perfectly united in their 
views. The eldest had just returned from 
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Spain, where he had been for some years 
in the service of the king. They were 
nearly of the same stature, and appeared 
of the same age, — and were conspicuous 
among all the youth of Chili, as well for 
their talents, as for their beauty, strength, 
and manly accomplishments. These three 
brothers, aware of the insufficiency of au- 
thorities so suddenly and rashly constituted, 
resolved to wrest the government from the 
feeble hands of the Junta, and to give to it 
force and energy by concentrating it in 
their own. Their liberality, amounting 
often to prodigality, completely won for 
them the affections of the troops, — and their 
numerous connections and general populari- 
ty in the city, rendered their plan extreme- 
ly easy of execution. Without convoking 
the people, and without any show of mili- 
tary force, on the day agreed upon by their 
friends, they took possession of the Palace, 
the Arsenal, the Mint, and other public 
buildings, in which they placed their own 
guards, — and without opposition or commo- 
tion, quietly seated themselves in the chair 
of government. Jose Miguel assumed the 
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tkl^ of PiresideDte, afidCoiHiiiJttider in €hie£ 
of the forceSy-^^Qfid several of tlie chief mili- 
tary and civil offices vi^ere ^ted id each of 
the two brothers* The Junta was stSA 
k^pt ap, but was composed entifelj of 
friendd a»d relations deroted to the interestit 
of the three brothers At this pet*iod the 
idea d separation and independence begaii 
first to be publicly encouraged^ and the r»- 
^wmtteB cl Ghilt to be dereldped. In thfe 
prefiedt year^ 1620, and after^ ten y^afs of 
civil commotions and constant knpositioaB 
and contribntfones Chili has be^ stabled, 
withobt the aid of foreign loasis^ to equip k 
fleet of twenty sail of ships of war^ and to 
transport seven thoudand ti*oop8to Lima;^<^^ 
frokn this We may form some estimate of 
the extent of the reventi^ that for some 
years remained at the uncontrouled dispo- 
sal of the Carretas* These now employed 
themselves in augmenting and eqiiippidg 
the army, and in erecting public building^, 
and beautifying the city ;— and nothir^ of 
importance occurred, till early in 1813, Pc»- 
reja^ a general ft-om Lima, landed in Talca- 
huano, at the head of about twelve bfttidred 
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troops, chiefly from the island of Chilo^. 
As there were but few troops to oppose 
him in Concepcion, be shortly got posses- 
sion of almost the whole province, and ad- 
vanced as far as the river Maule, the 
boundary between the province and Chili 
proper^ before the Carreras had completed 
their preparations to march against him, 
and arrest his progress. At last however, 
they left Santiago, with about three thou- 
sand troops, crossed the Maule, and came 
up with Pareja at the head of nearly the 
same number. In an engagement that fol- 
lowed, the royalists were defeated — the 
general was killed — and the troops that 
escaped, retired to Chilian^ a place not 
strong by its natural position, but which they 
fortified, and defended themselves under 
SancheZj who succeeded Pareja, against a 
siege and repeated assaults of the Patriots. 
The Carreras now passed on with a few 
troops to the City of Concepcion, and the 
main army of the Patriots, under O'Hig- 
gens, son of the late Viceroy of Lima, and 
then a captain, retired to Talca, on the ri- 
ver Maule, While negociations for peace. 
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and submission were going on between the 
Carreras and the Royalists in Chilian, in 
August, 1814, Osorio, a royal general, arri- 
ved in Talcahuano, with about three thour 
sand troops from Lima. The Carreras now 
fled towards Santiago, and on the road, were 
taken prisoners by a party that sallied from 
Chilian, and carried thither ; — ^from whence, 
however, they soon contrived to escape, 
with the loss of their baggage, and a con- 
siderable treasure. They arrived in Santi- 
ago in the disguise of Pedlars, and the day 
after reassumed their authority^ though 
there had been some formidable commo- 
tions, in opposition to them, in the city, du- 
ring their absence. 

Active preparations were now made to 
resist Osorio, who soon formed a junction 
with the troops in Chilian, and was now ad- 
vancing with a well appointed army, — 
while the Patriots were still deficient in 
arms and discipline. O'Higgens, with the 
troops at Talca, was ordered to advance 
and post himself at Rancagua, a consi- 
derable town, thirty-four leagues south 
of Santiago, and six leagues from Rio Cla- 
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ro» He wa& here joined ki SeptemlnMr 
hj the Carreras, with about two thou?* 
6»nd troopfr Ifoie the citj. Tkej htm 
awaited the approach of the Royalist^ 
urbo arrived i» the suburbs of the tows, 
on the 3d q£ October. The nest morning 
thej entered the towi^ in the order of bat* 
^, and a moat obstinate and bloody ei^age- 
i^aept took place in the great square, and 
the neighbouring street& The fire ooii>* 
menoed on Friday noon, and continued with 
no. other intermission than during the hours 
of nigtht, untile near sunset on Sunday. The 
Patriots, at last gave way, exhausted, more 
frostK the want of water^ from which the 
Royalists had cut them off, than fron^ the 
fatiguesr of the combat. I'heir army was 
almost annihitated-'-^but few remained pri- 
soners, and still fewer escaped. O^Hig- 
geoa and Juan Jos6 Carrera leaped the 
walls of an entrenchment, and owed their 
escape to the fleetness of their horses. The 
two other brothers of the Carreras were 
not in the engagement, but remained the 
while, with a corps of reserve of eight 
huja(ked men^ about two leagues distant 
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from the town. Their conduct on this oc- 
casion is inexplicable, and is not attempted 
to be justified even by their friends. The 
news of the result of this engagement pro- 
duced the utmost consternation in the city. 
Those who were most compromitted in the 
cause of patriotism, fled in all directions. 
The Carreras, O'Higgeas, and the chief 
civil and military officers, after remaining 
two days in the city, crossed the Andes to- 
gether, and proceeded to Buenos Ayres. 

Osorio, having now no further opposition 
to contend with, marched directly to the 
Capital, of which he took quiet possession. 
The old order of things was reestablished, 
and those officers of the King who had re- 
mained in Chili, were restored to their 
places. Some imprisonments and confisca- 
tions took place, and some heavy contribu- 
tions were levied upon the people, but on 
the whole, it is universally agreed, that 
Osorio did not abuse his victory. Thus 
ended what is termed La Patria vieja. 

After restoring peace and tranquillity to 
the kingdom, and settling the affairs of go- 
vernment, Osorio, with a portion of his 
2 
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troops, returned to Lima, leaving Don Fran- 
cisco Marco de PontagH, a Spanish noble- 
man of great l^r^Uh and powerful con- 
nexioiB, Presidente of Chili 

For more than two years, no event of 
importance occtipred to disturb the public 
tranquillity, and the tempest that had been 
raised in favour of independence, seemed to 
have subsided into a perfect calm : but other 
clouds were now gathering beyond the 
Andes, that were soon to burst upon their 
heads, and again involve them in all the 
turbulence of civil warfare. 

In Buenos jiyres, the revolution in favour 
of independence, had been effected earlier, 
and under happier auspices, than in Chili. 
Her extensive foreign corameroe bad afford- 
ed her greater facilities in obtaining the mu- 
nitions of war, — and her situation exempted 
her from fears of invasion, except from Old 
Spain alone. The Patriot army was re- 
spectable, and well equipped, and the go- 
vernment had every appearance of strength 
and stability. An alliance, offensive and de- 
fensive, had already been formed between 
that government and Chili, and the plan of 
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an Union of the States had been matured, 
but not carried into full execution. In the 
latter part of 1816, the Buenos Ayrean go- 
vernment resolved to undertake the eman- 
cipation of Chili, Anarmj of about three 
thousand men, composed of natives of Bue- 
nos Ayres, and Patriots of Chili, who had 
taken refuge there, was raised, with secre- 
cy and dispatch, and ordered to rendezvous 
at Mendoza, a large city at the foot of the 
Andes, on the Buenos Ayrean side. The 
command of this army was entrusted to 
Jose San Martin, a native of the interior of 
Buenos Ayres, and who had already the re- 
putation of being an able and valiant officer. 
0*Higgens, the present Supreme Director, 
whose valour had likewise been proved, was 
second in command. The Carreras, whose 
power Jiad declined, more rapidly than it 
rose, had become obnoxious to the govern- 
ment of Buenos Ayres, and were allowed 
no participation in this expedition. The 
army crossed the Andes in January, 1817, 
and arrived in Chili, before the people at 
large, and apparently, before the govern- 
ment, had any intimation of the intended 
invasion, 
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Active preparations for resistance wer^ 
now made in all quarters, and the royal 
forces were concentrated in the Capital; 
They were intrusted to the command of 
Sambruno, a Spanish officer who had ar* 
rived with Osorio, and who had rendered 
himself extremely odious to the people, by 
his cruel and brutal treatment of those who 
were so unfortunate as to fall in his power. 
The Royal army at this time amounted to 
upwards of eight thousand men — ^but their 
forces were divided by a stratagem of San 
Martin's. While /ic, with the main army, 
took the direct road from Mendoza to San- 
tiago, Freyre, (now governor of Concep- 
cion) was ordered to cross the Andes far- 
ther to the south. He entered Chili, with 
only one hundred and fifty men, near to the 
borders of the province of Concepcion. The 
rumour of an invasion from this quarter, 
immediately reached the Capital, and a 
part of the royal army was dispatched to- 
wards Talca, in order to repel it. In the 
meantime San Martin approached the Cap 
ital, and Sambruno marched out to meet 
him, at the head of four thousand troops. 
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The armies encountered each other at a 
place called Chacabwo, ten leagues north of 
Santiago, on the morning of the J 2th of 
February, and an ei^agement immediately 
ensued. The battle commenced by a charge 
from the cavalry of the Patriots, which 
was succeseftid in breakii^ the line of the 
Royalists, and almost immediately put them 
m confusion. They had generally given 
way, before the infantry erf the Patriots 
could be engaged. They were completely 
routed and pursued with great slaughter. 
Sambruno, with the principal officers, and 
most of the army were taken prisoners. 
On the news of this engagement, Freyre, 
with his handful of men, advanced ; the 
people rose generally to join him, and he 
was shortly enabled to disperse or make 
prisoners of the troops that had been sent 
to oppose him is the South. 

The principal Royalists now thought only 
of escape — some took the road to Concep- 
cion and Talcahuano, and others to the 
port of Valparaiso, in hopes to find means 
to embark. Most of them, however, were 
arrested in their flight, by the people who 
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now rose, in all quarters, in favour of the 
cause of Patriotism. Marco, with a guard 
of about one hundred men, was taken pri- 
soner on the road to the port. He was 
shortly afterwards, sent to a military post, 
between Mendoza and Buenos Ayres, 
where he is still guarded. Sainbruno^ after 
having been imprisoned for five days, was 
brought forward and shot, amidst the exe- 
crations of the people. The liberating ar- 
my entered Santiago in triumph, and were 
received with every demonstration of joy ; 
and measures were immediately taken for 
the organization of a new government. In 
an assembly of the chief citizens, officers, 
&c. it was decided that the supreme autho- 
rity should reside in one Director^ to be ad- 
vised and assisted by a Senate, consisting of 
six members. San Martin was elected to 
the office of Director, by acclamation. He 
however, declined accepting it, and recom- 
mended to the deputations that waited up- 
on him, the election of a native of Chili. 

O'Higgens, the present Director, was 
then elected, in as popular a m«nner, as the 
times and circumstances would allow. San 
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Martin was made Commander in Chief of 
the military forces, which post he still 
holds. Thus ended the rule of the Royal- 
ists in Chili proper. The Province of Con- 
cepcion however was still in their hands, 
and their force had been augmented by 
those who had escaped or emigrated from 
Santiago. 

Having organized the different branches 
of government in the Capital, and increas- 
ed and equipped the army, the Director 
himself, with about four thousand troops, 
under the command of the French general 

^ set off for Concepcion, in order to 

settle public affairs there. They entered 
the province without opposition, and pro- 
ceeded directly to the Capital. The Roy- 
alists, not being in sufficient force to meet 
them upon even ground, retired to the port 
of Talcahuano, three leagues from the city. 
This place, strong by nature afforded every 
facility^ for fortifications, in the erection of 
which, both troops and citizens were now 
assiduously employed. In the port too, 
were a Spanish frigate and two sloops of 
war. This place became the refuge of 
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the principal Royalists of the province ; 
while the Patriots had their head quarters 
in Concepcion, besieging Talcahuano, and 
preparing for an assault. This wa$ the 
posture of affairs, at the time I arrived in 
the kingdom of Chili. 

Chili, 1820. 
The fate of the unfortunate family of 
Carrera is trulj lamentable, and cannot fail 
to excite sympathy, whatever may have 
been their follies or even their crimes. — 
They were, as far as I can learn, somewhat 
dissipated, prodigal, and unreserved in their 
gallantries, but at the same time that they 
lost the confidence of the reflecting part of 
the community by these defects, they cer- 
tainly possessed, in a high degree, all those 
qualities that ensure popular estimation. It 
is still very evident that they were much 
beloved — and with the military, their influ- 
ence was unbounded. A conspiracy in far 
vour of the ^Ider brother, who still sur- 
vives, was discovered in Santiago, the pre- 
sent year, on the eve of its execution — and 
most of the oflicers of one regiment, to- 
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gether with one citizen of the United States, 
whom I knew, were sent into perpetual 
banishment. 

In future years, when Chili shall have 
assumed that station among the nations of 
the earth, which her situation and re- 
sources ensure her to obtain, and those who 
were most conspicuous in achieving her in- 
dependence, shall be viewed through the 
exaggerating medium of retrospection, the 
characters of these men will afford not only 
ample materials for the historian, but inte- 
resting incidents to employ the tragic muse. 
An only sister, Xaviera, most devotedly at- 
tached to them, and who had been the par- 
taker of their councils, resolved likewise to 
share their fate, and accompanied them 
across the Andes. The elder brother, Jos6 
Miguel, soon embarked for the United 
States, in search of foreign aid. 

The two other brothers, after the battle 
of Chacabuco, resolved to return to their 
country. On their way, in Mendoza, they 
were arrested, imprisoned, accused and 
convicted of a conspiracy against the con- 
stituted authorities of Chili. They wer« 
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publicly shot, together with some of their 
friends, in the Square of Mendoza, on the 
8th or 9th of April, 1818. The lands and 
estates of the whole family were confiscat- 
ed — and their aged father was sent into 
exile to the uninhabited island of Juan 
Fernandez. He was permitted to return, 
the last year, but only in time to die. 

The sister remains in Buenos Ay res, de- 
serted and poor — after having been from 
«arly youth the model of taste and fashion 
m Chili, Jos6 Miguel returned from the 
United States, with rery considerable re- 
sources — but after his party m Chili had 
fallen, apparently never tx> rise again. He 
is now a partizsm chief somewhere in the 
neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres, and it k 
said, is inimical to that government. He 
was an intimate friend of the American 
commissioner, Poinsett, who was his com- 
panion in several of his perils and toils. 

August, 1817.— at Sea. 

We left Stattn land on the 1st of August, 
and were never again insight of land, while 
in the neighbourhood of Cape Horn. The 
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weather gradually grew cooler and the sea 
more boisterous. We were fourteen days 
near the Cape, endeavouring to double it, 
and all the while contending with contrary 
winds, and frequent storms of hail and snow. 
We were obliged to lie to, however, only 
for one night, and I believe we were never 
in any immediate peril — but the heavy sea 
and constant tossing of the ship, the cold, 
and frequent gusts of hail and snow, added 
to the extreme length of the nights, and 
the absence of the moon, all together made 
our sojourn in the neighbourhood of Cape 
Horn excessively tedious and unpleasant. 
We passed it at last, in lat. 56** S. and im- 
mediately afterwards experienced a favour- 
able change in the course of the winds and 
the temperature of the air. 

We had a good run from the Cape 
northward. Our spars, especially the bow- 
sprit, were considerably damaged in the bad 
weather near the Cape, and previously, but 
after getting round, we met with no wea- 
ther to put their strength to the test. Nor 
did any thing material occur, till 
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August 22, lat. S1^ 8. 

This morning, at 6 o'clock, we discover- 
ed land, and found that, agreeably to our 
calculations, it was the high land in the 
neighbourhood of Concepcion. It was 'de- 
cided to run for the island of Santa Maria, 
and there to land in hopes of finding fresh 
supplies, and materials to repair our dama- 
ges. At noon, we came in sight of the 
island. Though the day was wet and un- 
pleasant, yet the appearance of the island, 
as we approached it, was most refreshing 
and inviting. We run in the southernmost 
entrance to the bay, and at 4 o'clock in the 
afternoon, anchored in five fathoms water- 
There was a considerable swell in the bay, 
owing to the storm that was just over — 
otherwise every appearance of safety and 
security. As this was the first time we had 
rode at anchor, since we left home, we 
were of course not a little comforted by the 
prospect of a night of tranquil repose. 

August 23. 

On rising this morning, the scene that 
presented itself was one of the most de- 
lightful I ever viewed. Our vessel riding 
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safeljr at anoliar ia an exteunve md beau- 
tijful bajr — the sea calai,«— 'the sky uncloud- 
ed, and though in mid wiater, the tempera- 
ture of the atr n^ and g^iial, as with us 
in the bitter papt of Maj. On the idand, 
from the neacest part of which we were 
distant about two miles, there was every 
appearance c^ the most luxuriant vegeta- 
tion, and erefy yntiety of scenery to form 
a perfect landscape. The distant hills <hi 
the coast of Chili, all rising to what we 
^ould call mountaiiffi, were covered with 
verdure^ and bore every mark oi richness 
and fertility- 

in the bay, and while entering it, we 
were surrounded by innumerable flocks, 
containing myriads of birds of several diiBfe- 
rent species ; and these flocks often extend- 
ed out to sea farther than the eye could 
peach. Some of the smaller kind we shot 
and cook^, and found them extremely rich 
and fine flavoured, of greyish colour, form- 
ed like the pigeon, with red and very 
bright eyes. 

Knowing that the island was frequently, 

if not generally inhabited, we amused our- 
3 
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selves in the morning with conjectures with 
regard to whom we might meet there, and 
what might be our reception. We could 
distinctly discern three or four huts along 
the beach, but could discover nothing with 
the glass but birds, that seemed to have 
motion. 

About nine o'clock, the Captain, Super- 
cargo and myself, with a sailor and one of 
the boys, with our muskets on our shoul- 
ders, pushed off for the island. In a few 
minutes we were safely landed on the 
beach, and for the first time for more than 
eighty days, found ourselves on terra jirma. 
The island completely answered the ex- 
pectations which the distant view of it had 
raised. Near the huts upon the shore, we 
found the bones of a Whale, and a number 
of articles of domestic use, upon some of 
which was inscribed ** Ship N. America, 
Philadelphia Jan'y- 1817."— Probably the 
last American ship, the crew of which had 
been on shore there. 

The land gradually rises on all sides, to- 
wards the centre of the island, though the 
highest part is much lower than the neigh- 



Digitized by 



Google 



27 

bouring country on the continent. We im- 
mediately ascended to the most elevated 
point, though occasionally with considerable 
difficulty, owing to the luxuriance of the 
grass and herbage ; from thence, we had a 
view of the vast ocean of the Southland of 
the grand and picturesque scenery of the 
coast of Chili, over against us. The face 
of the country cannot, at any season, be 
more beautiful than at present ; (though in 
mid winter,) since every tree and shrub is in 
full foliage and blossom, and all the sponta- 
neous productions of the earth are abun- 
dant beyond any thing I had ever conceiv- 
ed of. In many places on the island, the 
grass^ of the finest quality, is nearly as high 
as our heads, and as thick as in any New- 
England farmer's meadow, in mowing time. 
Here it ripens, and here it rots — and no 
man or beast is at hand, to crop the luxuri- 
ance of nature. The whole island consists 
of hill and vale, alternate, the soil uniform- 
ly rich, and calculated for first rate farms. 
A small stream of water nearly divides the 
island, the banks of which are in some 
places high and steep, and covered with a 
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great rariety of trees and shrubs ; aiBODg 
which you recognize many of those that 
we preserve with so much care in the green 
Conservatories in New-England. The tops 
of the hilk are covered with Aloes. We 
saw no great variety of hirAs on shcM^ ; the 
most common i*esembled our Snow birds. 
After rambling about for two or three 
hours upon the hills, we returned to the 
shore, without having met with any adveo- 
ture, or havk^ encountered any living creft- 
ture exceptii^ birds. Near to the huts, 
we found what we supposed had been the 
garden of some ships' crew that had win- 
tered on the island ; and m tt, a few pota* 
toes, fientj of turnips, and greens of every 
sort, with which we loaded our boat. We 
returned on board at one o'clock, having 
ascertained that we could not obtain there, 
such supplies and repairs as we needed* 
The island is about twelve or fourteen miles 
in circumference, and nearly in the form of a 
crescent. 

August 23. 

About four o'clock in the afternoon, we 
got under weigh, and stood for the conti- 
nent. We had but a slight breeze during 
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the night, and at sunrise found ourselves 
still some leagues distant from the port of 
Concepcion. About noon we were oppo- 
site the tetcLS of Concepcion, and could dis- 
tinguish signals upon the hills. We passed 
along near the shore^ slowly, till about four 
o^clock, a breeze sprang up which soon car- 
ried us towards Concepcion. We arrived 
abreast of the bay about six o'clock, and in 
sight of the shipping that were lying in it. 
Just before dark, and as we approached 
the island of Queriquina, which divides the 
entrance of the port which leads to Con- 
cepcion, we were boarded by a canoe ; the 
men who were in it asked permission to 
come on board, and in conversation inform- 
ed us that all was quiet on the coast, and 
all in possession of the Royalists. I'his visit 
was soon followed by another of more men, 
and in a larger boat* As it was already 
late, we decided not to enter the port that 
night, but to anchor outside, which we did 
at seven o'clock, on the eastern side of 
Queriquina in twenty fathoms water. 

August 24. 

Before eight o'clock last night, we were 
3* 
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boarded by a frigate's launch, iirith two offi- 
cers and thirty tw forty men, who took poi^' 
session of the hrig^aisd {Disced guarda orcr v^ 
all. The captain was ordered on board die 
frigate lying in the bay, wA kft 'qs at h^ 
past due, and returned about one io'doc4c« 
At four in the morning, they get «s onder 
weigh, and at seven we weresafefy aiicbor* 
ed in the bay ci TafealaftaiKs between a 
frigate o£ thirty mx gcn^s and a ^corvette of 
twenty ^ht. The weather this day ^seeoor 
ed to correspond with our oircumstanoes^ 
a strong northerly wind, with ram, cold and 
cheerless, as if to denote that we were 
really prisoners. Thus far I have been 
able to write this morning, in the presence 
of the officers of the ships of war ; others, 
with custom house officers, are now pour- 
ing in upon us, and we hare nothing ki pro* 
spect but confusion and misery. 

August 25. 

Our usual occupations on board are now 
entirely suspended, and the cabin, and in- 
deed the brig is completely crowded with 
officers and soldiers, so that henceforth, I 
foresee that I shall have no time to write or 
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read, if even to Make minutOi af the eir- 
oamsitaDces ibhat occw. 

September, 1817. 

iPor 1?bree cfr foor days after we anchored 
here, we had cold northerly winds, often ac- 
compatiied with rain, the preTailing weather 
here, durii^ rtie three winter months. We 
are wow however enjoying a dear sky, bril- 
liant sun, and a warm and genial atmosphere. 

The hay of Talcahuano is spacious, safe, 
ani extremely heautifol, it is somewhat in 
flie form of a horsei^hoe, and nearly encir- 
cled by hills of different heights, which 
present a great variety of picturesque sce- 
nery. There are two entrances to the 
bay, one on each side of the island of Que- 
tequina, though the eastern entrance is the 
only one by w'hich ressels of magnitude can 
safely enter the port. The island of Que-^ 
riquina is a miniature of Santa Maria, ap* 
pears to be conypbsed of the same soil, and 
to possess the same varieties. It is famous 
for the Muscles upon its shore, which the 
people here use as we do oysters, indeed 
the common people almost live upon them ; 
they are extremely rich and fine flavoured, 
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and larger than any oysters I erer saw^ 
The whole bay indeed is filled with these 
muscles, and from our anchorage ground, we 
often scrape them up in large quantities, 
with a sort of rake attached to a line. 

We have now for several weeks been 
under the charge of a lieutenant of the 
Venganza frigate, Don Jose Solari, a gen- 
tlemanly man and good officer, together 
with four, and sometimes six custom house 
officers, who have all lived with us in the 
cabin. In the mean time, there have been 
two thorough overhaulings and examina- 
tions of the whole cargo, piece by piece ; 
three merchants of Concepcion, now resid- 
ing in Talcahuano were appointed, by the 
authorities here, commissioners for that 
purpose ; but after fulfilling their commis^ 
sion with much care, they have found no- 
thing but what was fully seen in the in- 
voices. 

Previously however to this examination 
of the cargo, there were commissioners ap 
pointed to take the declarations of the offi- 
cers and crew. These declarations were 
taken in Spanish, and the only one to pass 
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between us and them, and to kiterpret ^fist 
cmswera to theor long and intricate ques- 
tions, was a yoni^ Guernsey boy, who wis 
captured by the Spaniards in these seas, 
some years ago ; and who from the critkid 
period in which he was taken from home, 
and his subsequent changes c^ employment 
and situation, has in a great measure forgot- 
ten his native language, without havii^ ac- 
quired with accuracy any other. We trust 
however, that w« shall, ere long, be sent to 
some other tribunal, where justice will be 
done us in this and in other respects^ 

October. 

it was some time before we co^ gtather 
<?oiTect accounts c^ the situation of the 
i|daoe, to whidi otir evil stars had led us. 
By degrees we became informed that the 
hay and port of Tailcahuano were all, of 
the kingdom of Chili, that now remained m 
possession of the Royalists, that the city of 
ConcepctoR, only nine miles distant wasthtB 
liead quarters of the Patriot army, and 
that they were now menacing an attack 
upon the port. 

We have already seen t^em several times 
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reconoitering upon the heights at four or 
five miles distance ; and on all such occa- 
sions, the launches of the ship of war are 
immediately manned, and the alarm given 
from the forts. 

. November, 

We have been allowed to go on shore, 
and have been shewed round the lines and 
fortifications bj the aids and officers of the 
commanding general Ordoner. They are 
still hard at work in digging fosses and 
driving pikes, and almost the whole popula- 
tion of the port is impressed in the ser- 
vice. 

The territory in the immediate vicinity of 
the port, and now in possession of the Roy- 
alists, extends in length from south to north 
about ten miles, and three or four in breadth, 
washed by the bay of St. Vicente on the 
south, and the bay of Talcahuano on the 
eastern side ; the banks on each side, and 
throughout almost the whole extent, rising 
mountain high, and so steep and precipitous 
that it is a rare thing to find a place where 
a mule can ascend. 

The most eastern extremity of this pe- 
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njnsula, nearest to Concepcion and most ex-' 
posed to attack, does not afford so many 
natural obstacles, the hills not rising so ab- 
ruptly ; but even here, it has afforded such 
facilities for fortifications, as has rendered 
it apparently, almost as^ impregnable as 
Gibraltar. The inhabitants do not appear 
to be much alarmed, though in daily ex» 
pectation of a general assault 

In the mean-time, the Beaver, a rich ship 
from New- York commanded by captain 
Cleveland, and bound as we were to the 
North- West Coast, touched here, and was 
seized and taken possession of in the same 
manner as the Canton. For several weeks 
we were not allowed to have any communi- 
cation with her, but the restrictions are 
now refnoved, and we visit as we please. 
The supplies brought by our two vessels 
have proved a most seasonable relief to the 
garrison here. The troops were miserably 
armed, and badly supplied in every respect. 
Our muskets were recognized upon their • 
shoulders the very day after they were 
taken from on board. A great part of the 
cargo too, which they have taken on ap- 



Digitized by 



Google 



38 

der, to the encampments on the opposite 
hills. 

December 8. 

From all the information we can gain 
with regard to this battle, the utmost 
bravery was displayed on both sides; though 
the Patriots were so much more numerous, 
and so much better equipped, and though 
they entered the lines, in two different 
places, and got possession of ftne of the 
most important batteries and spiked the 
cannon in it, yet they were repulsed at last, 
and left their dead, though none of their 
wounded, to the mercy of the victors. 

We went on shore at noon, to visit the 
scene of action, and found the army engaged 
in burying their dead, and between two and 
three hundred of the Patriots, lying dead 
in the fosses, pierced and mangled most 
horribly. The scene that presented itself 
along the shore, on the morning of the at- 
tack, was truly distressing; hundreds of 
women and children thronged the beach, 
entreating, in the most piteous terms, to be 
taken on board. Our boats were immedi- 
ately manned for the purpose of bringing 
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oil board, as many as we could receive ; 
but before they could leave the brig, or- 
ders came from the frigate near us, that no 
boat should be allowed to put off for the 
shore ; so that for hours, we were obliged 
to behold the distress of these miserable 
creatures, with the ability and will to re- 
lieve but forbidden to exercise them. 

After this attack, many of the families 
in Talcahiiano obtained permission to re- 
main on board the ships in the harbour; 
and as the supercargo had already an ex- 
tensive acquaintance in Talcahuano, there 
was no lack of applications to be received 
on board. Three or four fathers of fami- 
lies, with their tribes, amounting to between 
thirty and forty, remained on board during 
the season of alarm, which continued for 
nearly a month. 

About this time the Patriots, who ha4 
encamped so formidably in front of the 
port, showed a disposition to retreat, and 
having set fire to their barracks and works 
on the neighbouring hills, retired again to 
Concepcion; and in the course of a few 
days, having probably gained information 
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of the convoy, with troops, that was mo* 
mentiy expected from Lima, they decided 
to retreat towards Chili ; and having set 
fire to the houses of the principal rdyalists 
in the city, and desti^oyed every moveable 
of value, which they could not take with 
them, they commenced their march for 
Santiago, accompanied by almost all the in- 
habitants, whom, it is said, they forced to 
follow them. 

February, 1818. 

In a few days after the retreat of the 
Patriots, arrived the long expected expedi- 
tion from Lima» It consisted of one fri- 
gate, and nine large transport ships. They 
brought with them four thousand regular 
troops, (many of them veterans from Spain) 
under command of Osorio^ the same Gene- 
ral, who in the first revolution, four years 
since, retook the kingdom from the Patriots, 
and reestablished order and regal govern- 
ment. He rendered himself very popular 
by the mild manner in which he treated 
the Patriots on their subjugation, as well as 
by his bravery and good conduct in the 
field. For these reasons, the hopes of the 
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Royalists now are sanguine and unbounded. 
The civil oflScers of Chili, who had most of 
them fled to Lima, have returned with 
him, in expectation of being soon reestab- 
lished in their authority. 

Osorio is now in the city of Concepcion, 
and at the head of about five thousand 
troops, and on the point of marching in 
pursuit of the Patriot army. By the last 
accounts from thern^ they were at Talca, 
about eighty leagues in the interior from 
Concepcion, and on the road to Santiago. 

I have not yet been to Concepcion, 
though the communication is now open. It 
is almost impossible to obtain horses, all, for 
many miles circuit having been impressed 
for the use of the Royal army ; nor indeed, 
can there be any thing as yet, to attract 
one to the city, the Patriot portion of the 
inhabitants having all deserted it, and fol- 
lowed the army ; and the Royalists who 
were concealed in the mountains, or had 
taken refuge in the port, not having yet 
had time to return and reestablish them- 
selves. 

With regard to the attack of the 6th of 
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December, there is no doubt that mth a 
little more force at the first onset, and with 
half an hour more of obscurity, the Patriots 
would inevitably have carried the works, 
and gained possession of Talcahuano. Ev^H 
at daylight, it was the opinion of th^ offi- 
cers of the ships of war in the bay, that 
they had done so, and our sails, which were 
on boafd the frigate, were immediately 
sent to us, and we put in preparation to de- 
part at a moment's wstrning. 

The Patriots, at this time, had few, if 
any more troops, than they had maintained 
for six months past, in the neighbourhood 
of Concepcion. At the time we arrived, 
Talcahuano was, comparatively speaking,^ 
unfortified, and from that time, to the day 
of the attack, almost every man, woman and 
child were impressed to work on the forti- 
fications. 

At that time, with one thousand deter- 
mined troops, the place would easily have 
been taken. Why, then, the Patriots, who 
surely possessed the means of obtaining in- 
formation of what was passing here, shouH 
have delayed their attack, until the Roy- 
alists had time completely to fortify the 
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penitirala, and sihould have made it just at 
the time that the last of their works of de* 
fence were complete and in order, i& per- 
fectly inexpIicaUe, and has been the theme' 
o^ Wonder to tis all. The force of the Pa- 
triots consisted of at least five thousand 
troops, a large portion of them cavalry, well 
mounted and equiped. 

February 10. 

This day, the troops commence their 
march for Chili^ (as Santiago and its neigh- 
bourhood is called, by way of eminence, and 
in contradistinction toConcepclon;) an event 
most grateful and auspicious for us, as it 
gives us the prospect of a free intercourse 
with the neighbouring country, and at the 
same time, improves our market, and les- 
sens the price of provisions. For some 
time past, every thing hae been monopo- 
lized for the use of the army; and in- 
deed during the whole siege, the price of 
all articles of necessity was enormously 
high. On the retreat of the Patriots, pro- 
visions of all kinds fell to less than one half 
their former price ; and the departure of 
the army, will now probably bring back all 
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the productions of the earth to their cus- 
tomary standard. 

We can now purchase a good bullock for 
ten dollars, wheat for one dollar and twen- 
ty-five cents the bushel, and wine for a dol- 
lar the Canteroy (about nine bottles.) We 
are allowed to remain on board the brig, 
and to purchase provisions for ourselves, 
presenting our account to the Fiscal, every 
fortnight or month, which is always allowed 
without objection. We see no prospect of 
immediate change from this mode of life ; 
it probably will continue till the contest be- 
tween the contending armies, which cannot 
now, be long delayed, is decided. We 
shall then, probably, if the result is in fa- 
vour of the Royalists, be ordered to Val- 
paraiso, and our cause decided in Santiago ; 
if the Royalists should be worsted, then 
immediately to Lima, upon this however, 
they calculate so little, that almost all the 
civil officei*s of Chili have accompanied the 
army, and are ready to reassume their au- 
thority. 

According to the information we can ob- 
tain here, the government of Chili is inde- 



Digitized by 



Google 



45 

pendent of that of Lima ; and there is no 
appeal from the courts in Santiago, except 
to the court of Spain. This may be the 
constitution of the kingdom, but it is noto- 
rious, that the cases of several American 
ships, seized in Chili, have been ultimately 
decided by the Viceroy and his council in 
Lima. There being, when we first arrived 
here, but a span of territory in possession 
of the king, and no regularly organized 
courts of justice, we concluded of course 
that we should be ordered to Lima at once ;, 
which probably would have been the case, 
but for the peculiar situation in which we 
found them here. They considered our 
arrival as a providential interference for 
their relief: So, indeed, it proved ; and no 
sooner were some shadows of forms passed 
with regard to the brig and cargo, than 
we recognized our muskets upon the shoul- 
ders, our clothes upon the backs, and our 
money in the pockets of his majesty's troops 
in Talcahuano. Their attempt at a legal 
process of condemnation, was absolutely 
ridiculous. No violation of the laws of 
Spain, or of the laws of nations has been 
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insisted on; but the principal ground of 
condemnation, is, the alleged violation of 
one of our acts of Congress, (to prevent im- 
proper interference of individuals in the af- 
fairs of Spanish revolutionists) ; and our sen- 
tence, after confiscation, is, to be transported 
to the United States, and there to be punish- 
ed in pursuance of the penal clauses of the 
said laM^. The General (and governor) 
Ordoner, who appears to be a man of ho- 
nour, has referred all these affairs to an as* 
sessor, who was sent from Lima, to act in 
Talcahuano, as a sort of staters attorney ; 
and with regard to this man, we have made 
up our minds that he possesses little or no 
legal knowlege, contracted views, and not 
the most incorruptible integrity. Under 
this man's direction, our whole cargo has 
been landed and sold — ^not at public sale, for 
the most it would bring, but, (after the ar- 
my, &c. &c. were supplied) in lots, at fixed 
prices, no one being allowed to give more 
than the previously estimated value of each 
article. Many' of the goods were thus 
disposed of, cheaper than they could have 
been purchased in Boston. This mode of 
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proceduAseems most unreasonable, whoso- 
ever interest was to be consulted, yet such 
was the fact ; and such moreover is the 
manner in which goods to the amount of 
more than one hundred thousand dollars of 
the cargo of the Beaver, are now disposing 
of in Concepcion. For this mode of pro- 
ceeding, the authorities here have offered 
to Capt. Cleveland in writing, as reasons, 
the extreme poverty of the inhabitants at 
the present time ; and their unparalleled 
hardships and undaunted bravery in endur- 
ing the siege, and resisting the attack of the 
enemy. 

Since we have been in Talcahuano, there 
have arrived several deputations from the 
Indians ; and it is one of the most singular 
circumstances attending the present war- 
fare, that these old and inveterate enemies 
of the king, whom he has spent so much 
blood and treasure in endeavouring to sub- 
due, are now his firm allies, and universally 
opposed to the patriots. 

They have lately had several skirmishes 
in the interior with alternate success. Any 
advantage gained by the Indians is imme- 
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diately communicated to head quarters by a 
deputation of chiefs, who are always re- 
ceived with much parade, and loaded with 
.presents on their return. They are said to 
-have greatly degenerated from the old 
Araucanian character, and the intercourse 
with the Spaniards to have been greatly 
.deleterious to them; and that they still 
preserve their territories, which are known 
to be richer in mines, and more fertile than 
^ny other parts of Chili, is owing, probably, 
to the weakness of the Spaniards than to 
any strength of their own. I have seen 
several bodies of them from twenty to six- 
ty in number. Their general appearance 
is not very different from that of the tribes 
of Indians upon the frontiers of the United 
States. 

Febniary. 

Before our goods were all landed, we 
were completely overrun with officers and 
soldiers; of late, we have had only two offi^ 
cers in the cabin, Solar and Eguia, both 
of them oUiging and gentlemanly men, so 
that we have enjoyed something of com- 
parative comfort. 
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Almost all the soldiers, and most of the 
officers who composed the garrison when 
we arrived, were native Americans, of mix- 
ed breed and of light mulatto complexion. 
They appear to make good troops, and not 
to lack spirit. They take to themselves 
great credit, and not without reason, for 
the fortitude and perseverance displayed 
during the siege, and their bravery in re- 
pelling the attack. While the enemy was 
immediately before the town for six weeks, 
not an officer or man could close his eyes at 
night. Almost every hour some alarm was 
sounded, and a night seldom passed without 
a serious cannonading. The advance of the 
Patriots, in their encampment, was so near 
to us, that they were able to throw bombs 
over the forts into the town, and occasion- 
ally did considerable damage ; two or three 
persons were killed, and several houses 
injured in this manner. We were permit- 
ted to enter the lines when we pleased, and 
were frequently present when trials of skill 
in the management of artillery took place. 
The balls of the largest cannon, in several 
of the forts, would reach the patriot en- 
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campment, and at times a brisk fire was 
kept up, apparently however, with little 
efiecti 

February, 1818. 

The ships of war have sailed for Lima, 
except the frigate Esmeralda, which came 
with the convoy. We feel their departure 
very sensibly, as our chief intercourse was 
with them ; we were always cordially re- 
ceived on board their ships, and they paid 
us frequent visits in return. On board the 
corvette Sebastiana, I passed many pleasant 
hours; the captain and surgeon were un- 
commonly amiable and sensible men : The 
captain, Tosta, had already some know- 
ledge of Ei^lish, and we have passed an 
hour or two every morning in giving and 
receiving lessons in English and Spanish. 
By the dep^ture of the ships^ our Spanish 
Acquaintance is sadly reduced both in num- 
bers and quality. They talk of returning 
before we leave this place ; when that may 
be, depends on the uncertain fate of bat- 
tles. 

I hope and believe that it would be do- 
ing injustice to the Chilenos, to take the so- 
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ciety, manners and customs, style of living 
and appearance of Talcahu&o, at the pre- 
sent time, as a sample for the kii^dom, 
though it is true that much of the best 
society, and many of the wealthiest and 
most respectable families of the province 
are now gathered here. In ordinary times, 
this place is of no other importance, than as 
a sort of out-port to Concepcion, where 
goods are laden and unladen, and vessels 
ride in safety, and obtain their supplies. 
Most of the buildings are store houses, long 
and wide, of one story in height, the walls 
extremely thick and clumsy, -and composed 
of large brick, or tiSe, dried in the sun ody. 
The dweUiog houses^ are in the same style, 
and generally plaistered without, and whi- 
ten^ in unitation of marble. 'They consist 
almost universally of one large room, into 
which the frontdoor enters, and two smaller 
ones at each end, which serve as bedcham- 
bers. There are few houses that have 
more than one window, and that not glaz- 
ed. The floors in some houses are cover- 
ed with tile, but in the generality of the 
bouses you find no other floor than the 
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ground, and that not always trodden smooth- 

'y- 

There are perhaps three handred houses 
of this description in the port, and the best 
are occupied by the officers of the army, 
and the families of Royalists, who have 
fled here for refuge. They have no chim- 
neys, not even in their kitchens ; and the 
only mode of warming the atmosphere of 
a room, is by bringing in a pan of lighted 
coals. In their houses, they are exceeding- 
ly, abominably dirty. In the Saia^ or main 
room, which generally resembles a neglect- 
ed store house, you find displayed chairs, ta- 
bles, carpets, sometimes beds, meat, wood, 
charcoal, sacks of wheat, and wine, pictures, 
guitars, saints, martyrs, and in fact almost 
every thing that the family possesses. Hence 
the Jleas swarm in all parts. You cannot pass 
half an hour in any house in Talcahuano, 
without bringing away with you more of 
these most noxious insects, than you have 
hairs upon your head. Great numbers of 
them were brought on board the brig, in 
the bedding of those who fled to us for safety, 
after the battle, since when they have con- 
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dtantly increased, and now form the chie£ 
torment of our lives. It is impossible to 
sleep, on their account, but from mere ex- 
haustion of nature. Our first hours occu- 
pation in the morntng^ is generally to search 
for those that collect upon tbe^ blankets, 
having fattened upon us durii^ the night. 
I am verjr ready to believe that all this 
may in a good measure, be owing to the 
times, and the circumstances in which we 
find them here ; and indeed, the situation 
of Talcahuano for the year past^ has been 
such as to preclude attention almost to the 
decencies of life ; durii^ this time, nearly 
ten thousand people have been pent up in 
this small town, with no other dependance 
for their sustenance, than supplies from Li- 
ma, (always tardy iii arriving;) and a pre- 
carious and dangerous smuggling trade with 
the opposite coast, in canoes. The change, 
on the retreat of the Patriots was great 
and instantaneous. In two days after they 
disappeared, the streets were filled with 
cattle, and the market glutted with wheat 
and vegetables. Fruit is just coming on. 
We have had strawberries and common 
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red cherries ; half a dozen of their straw- 
berries is a meal for a man ; they are com- 
monly more than an inch in diameter, but 
are not remarkably rich or fine flavoured. 
Their early pears and apples are likewise 
in the msurket, and are of the same species 
and quality with those first offered for sale 
with us. We can now obtain a sheep or a 
leg of beef for a dollar. We have had no 
fish either, till recently, but now plenty of 
smelts, mullets, &c. but salmon, halibut, cod 
and haddock, so far as I can learn, are not 
found in these waters. 

The principal recreation I have found, 
since we have been allowed to go on shore, 
has been in rambling about the neighbour- 
ing hills ; and they afford you in all parts, 
truly picturesque and romantic scenes,-*- 
Along the whole extent of the western 
borders of the bay, the banks rise to hills 
of several hundred feet in height ; they 
appear from the shipping to be perpendicu-^ 
lar ; and are in fact, almost so ; the ascent 
being extremely steep, and the heights only 
here and there accessible for man or beast. 
At intervals of about a quarter of a mile, 
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are cavities formed by a stream of water as 
it descends the hills, and by the side of 
these streams, are foot paths, which mules 
easily ascend and descend. The ascent on 
foot is not a little fatiguing, but having ac- 
complished it you are rewarded for the 
pains. On the summit, throughout the 
whole peninsula, is an extensive and fertile 
plain, skirted with rich and beautifully va- 
riegated shrubbery. There are no high or 
large trees, but they are thickly set, and of 
extremely rich foliage ; the sides of the 
hills too are covered with verdant plants 
and shrubs, and the path way up is often 
one continued grotto of fragrant evergreen. 
Here too, we found plenty of game, es- 
pecially parrots and pigeons, who live in 
great tranquillity, the inhabitants being too 
habitually lazy ever to molest them. 

Upon the skirts of the plain, as well as 
near the pathways, on the side of the hills, 
you meet every now and then a little 
thatched dwelling, not exactly a cottage, 
containing from four to a dozen fat healthy 
children, as many dogs and hens, and some- 
times hogs, living together in the utmost 
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harmony and good fellowship. The rustio^ 
are uniyersallj hospitable and good natured, 
and always offer you whatever they pos- 



March, 1818. 

Finding there ivere no longer any obsta- 
cles, I set off a few days since, in company 
with a young Spanish officer, for Concepcion ; 
mounted upon a good Chilano horse. All 
travelling here is on horseback, and I doubt 
whether a coach or chaise is maintained in 
Talcahuano or Concepcion. The road 
from the port to the city, is, with the ex- 
ceptioB-of one hill, a sandy plain ; the co- 
lour of the sand, dark iron-grey, heavy and 
consistent, and neither incommodes the 
horse or his rider, like the light yellow 
sand banks of our country. On the right, 
are the hills on which the Patriots were so 
long encamped, and on the left, marshy 
grounds, abounding in duck, woodcock, &c. 
for several miles; and afterwards light 
forest trees. 

We see nothing of Concepcion, until we 
rise the hill under which it is situated, at 
the distance of about a mile. 
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There is nothing very inviting in its first 
appearance* The churches and houses are 
most of them covered with moss and have 
the colour and look of age. I have seeii 
no city that resembles it in the least de- 
gree, either upon a near or distant view. 
The style of architecture in their public 
buildings, is completely new to me, having 
seen nothing but in prints, that resembles 
it It seems to me to be a mixture of 
Antique, Gothic and Moorish. 

Almost deserted and half destroyed as it 
now is, on entering it, it seemed as if I was 
treading among the ruins of Palmyra or 
Babylon. The city is laid out in regular 
squares, with all the streets at right angles ; 
and as very few of the private houses con- 
sist of more than one story, and yet many 
of them are spacious, it of course covers an 
immensity of ground. 

The number of inhabitants in ordinary 
times is estimated at about seventeen thou- 
sand. To almost every house is attached 
a fine fruit garden, producing with very 
little care or culture, abundance of grapes, 
peaches, pears, &c. though these have been 
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considerably injured by the Patriot^ during 
the eight months ihej have had possession 
of the city. They hare left their marks 
behind them, in all quarters ; every move- 
able of vakie they took >with them ; and 
what was not considered worth tnimsport- 
ing, they burnt or broke in pieces. The 
Cathedral was the chief stable for their 
Cavalry ; and it is said here, that they to€>k 
from the other churches much that was 
solid and valuable. Ooe extensive j<piare, 
of the most beautiful hoyaes in the city was 
levelled to the ^ound, ^is was the Bishop's 
palace^ aod indeed all ihe houses belon^ti^ 
io eoDspicuoust Royalists, were sought out 
and set fire to. But here and there a fa- 
mily has returned, of those that had been 
concealed in the mountains, or had taken 
refine in Talcahuano. A few officers and 
about one hundred soldiers of the SM*my are 
left behind. Under these circumstances, 
you may easily conceive, that the city pre- 
sents but a sad and gloomy spectacle. After 
a little search, we recognized some of our 
friends from Talcahuano, who received us 
very hospitably, and we were soon provid- 
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ed with losing, &c. id the house of a wi^ 
do w lady, whom I had kisownbefere. Sho 
w%is in. the same condition withmany othera 
oi CoDoepQioD, in the present times-; pos- 
sessing. B fine large* ho^se^ with a pensimi 
from, the king of three thousand dollars a 
year, not accent of which had she receired 
f©r four or five years past ; and with not a 
shiltii^. on which to subsist. She received 
us with great kindness and politeness ; and 
we sent for dinners and suppers of good 
thkigs from abroad, which was easily n^^ 
naged, without s^y offence to her feelings, 
after she herself had made known her situ- 
ation to US; We were soon invited to the 
house of* another family, that had returned, 
and whom I had known before, (R— — -'s) 
In this family are seven grown up daugh- 
ters^ all suniable^ good forms and com- 
plexions, and would be handsome, but that 
they have extremely defective teeth. This 
defect is every where strikii^. It ijs rare 
to find a girl, and extremely so to find a wo- 
man, with what woirid pass with us, for d^ 
cent teetk This is probably owing, not 
only to their entire neglect of them, but 
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likewise to the immense quantity of MaiS 
or the herb of Paragua, which they drink ; 
it supplies the place of tea with us, and has 
the taste of some medicinal herbs ; it is 
taken at all hours of the day, and is sucked 
up through a silver tube, tcD or twelve 
inches long, and is not relished unless it be 
boiling hot ; it is the first compliment offer- 
ed on a visit. In attempting to sip it, I 
have had my lips and tongue so scalded, as 
to be extremely painful for some days. 
Some of our countrymen are getting used 
to it, and to like it, though at first it cost 
them many wry faces, and gave not a little 
diversion to the ladies that offered it. It 
is in general use, throughout the whole of 
South America. In the abovementioned 
family, we .passed most of the two days we 
remained. We found there, a good piano, 
on which some of the girls played very to- 
lerably. 

In Concepcion are seven churghes, be- 
sides the Cathedral, which is not yet finish- 
ed. They are all large and sightly^ and to 
an American eye, have something grand 
and imposing in their appearance. There 
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are none of the high steeples, and elevated 
domes, that first strike your eye, on ap- 
proaching one of our cities ; but e^^ery 
thing is massy, solid, and has the air of 
antique. They are all built of large, sun 
burnt brick, plaistered to imitate marble, 
cemented with bad mortar, and in a short 
time assume the aspect of decay. Though 
the city is so modem, there is not a public 
building that is not overrun with moss, and 
from many, the grass and herbage sprouts 
out for five or six feet in height. 

I was in but one of the churches, that 
contiguous to the Nunnery, and one that 
was not injured by the Patriots ; its pro- 
portions are fine, and its ornaments brilliant 
and imposing, though chiefly composed of 
tinsel. In this we heard mass, and after- 
wards talked with the nuns, who handed us 
the key of the organ, (on which one of 
our party played.) They gave^us bouquet&r 
of beautiful flowers, and conversed with us 
very freely and amiably, but we could not 
get sight of them. The mode of commu- 
nication is by a sort of cylinder, turning up- 
on a pivot, and which is admirably contriv- 
6 
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ed for conveying sound, and indeed any 
thing else, except sight. During the dis- 
turbances of the revolution, they have not 
increased ; and we understand there is no 
JVovice among them. 

The plan of the Cathedral is magni* 
ficent ; that, together with the bishop's 
palace, formed one side of the Plaza, or 
grand square ; the government palace form- 
ing the opposite side. The church of the 
cathedral, within, is more than two hundred 
feet in length, supported by sixteen massy 
columns ; between these, on each side, are 
altars half finished, and not yet decorated, 
but, as well as the chief altar, are in a style 
of great magnificence and grandeur. The 
roof is beautifully arched, and highly orna- 
mented with gold work ; but we are told 
not yet to form a judgment of this building, 
as it is but just redeemed from the hands 
of sacrilege. The palace opposite, has no- 
thing to designate it, outwardly, it being but 
of one story in height, and though of great 
extent, pot differing from other building in 
its general appearance. There is indeed a 
very great sameness in all the buildings, e%r 
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cept the churches, and very little taste dis- 
played in their construction ; but as I have 
been in the city but two days, I have not 
yet had an opportunity to make very cor- 
rect observations with regard to it. 

The communication with the interior is 
now unimpeded, for thirty or forty leagues, 
and we have abundant supplies of fruit and 
provisions of all sorts. Still, however there 
is nothing of what we should call^e^ trade. 
The government take on their own terms 
and at their discretion, the best horses and 
mules, and .whatever of wheat, &c. they 
may need, for the service of the king. In 
these respects, the govemour of Talca- 
huano is as despotic as any prince in Eu- 
rope. There is no service, nor burthen, nor 
indignity, which the people do not seem 
content to bear, if it be imposed in the 
name of the king. The same spirit, (or 
rather want of spirit,) was probably univer- 
sal throughout the kingdom, and the alledg- 
ed atrocities and extravagancies of the 
patriots, are probably the result of the sud- 
den transition from one extreme to the 
other. 
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March 15tb. 

Accounts have been received from the 
army of the Royalists, which left them on 
the other side of the river Maule, which 
they passed without opposition, and it is 
reported that the Patriots are retiring 
from Santiago across the Andes to Buenos 
Ayres. But we have nothing yet official. 

Orders have been issued by the govern- 
ment here, for the appraisal and sale of the 
Beaver and the Canton ; the captain and 
supercargo having refused to act in the ap- 
praisal, they have proceeded, ex parte, and 
have valued the brig at twenty thousand 
dollars, and she is now offered to the highest 
bidder. We can hardly yet think it possi- 
ble that the brig is to be disposed of in so 
informal a manner, without an opportunity 
to appeal, and when from the uncertainty 
of affairs in the kingdom, property of all 
sorts has but a nominal value. And a 
few days will now decide. Two large 
English whalemen are now in the port, full, 
and bound home. Several of us had thoughts 
of taking passage in them, but on applica- 
tion to the authorities here, for passage mo- 
ney, we have been answered, that It would be 
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allowed only to the captain and supercargo^ 
and to them, only one hundred dollars each. 
The captains of the whalemen, too, demand 
four hundred dollars for the passage, which, 
as they have plenty of room, we think a 
little ungenerous ; but they say, it is con- 
formable to their instructions. 

I have been again to Concepcion, and find 
it somewhat better stocked with inhabi- 
tants, but otherwise not changed ; the same 
gloomy and ruined aspect to all things. 

These repeated revolutions have com- 
pletely desolated the city, and neighbouring 
country, and for many years, it cannot re- 
cover its prosperity. Each party, as they 
have met with alternate success, has con- 
fiscated the lands and interests of the other. 
When the patriots last retreated, they left 
not a chair or table or any article of furni- 
ture, in their own houses ; and the houses, 
as well as furniture of the Royalists, they 
completely destroyed. Yet now, there was 
every appearance of rejoicing in the oity ; 
the bells rang night and day, and constant 
salvos were fired from the batteries. This 
was in consequence of news from the army, 
6* 
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that there had been an engage meqt, whhh 
re&uUe4 in the defeat of the patriots, with 
the loss of three thousand men, apd foMr-* 
teen pieces of artUlery. We are npM^ ii^ 
momentary e^pectat^o^ of ai| official ^Pr 
count of this reporte4 battle. 

In Concep<^iop ly^ vj/:^r^ ]i;fc^T^4 ^ith 
iPMch cor^iali^ji sw\d treated with great 
hoBpitality ; both me^i and women ei^bracf^ 
us with a, warmth and in a style that pa&seiif 
only between intimate connection^ at home« 
There is evidently a vast disproportion be- 
tween the population of the malei? and fe-^ 
males, the latter exceeding the former, (as 
we underst^md, in npiost parts oi Chili^) in 
the ratio of seven to o^e; hence it pro- 
ceeds, that the influence of feaiale charac- 
ter is less, and the number of females with- 
out character is greater than in most other 
civilized nations. 

March, 31 st. 

This morning we had the 6rst rain^ that 
has fallen for several months ; it lasted only 
for a few hours, and was succeeded by a fine 
clear atmosphere, with a fresh breeze from 
the souths the prevailing wind for more 
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than ^ight moDthe in the year. In the 
neighbourhood oi the sea, it i$ geoerallj 
fresh and strong; and there are but two or 
throe degrees qf differenee in the tempers^- 
tiire, of the dir between the winter ^nd mwe 
xmx months* The: 4i^ws are so abundant^ 
that OB doeky in the morqiqg, one would 
8Uf)p6fese that a violent shpwcdr had just end^ 
ed^ Tkm^ mtb partial raios in summer^ 
enable them to raise extra crqps of manj 
articl^^ 

April, 181«. 

I have been out to view the encamp- 
ment of the Patriots during the siege : Sup 
pose the peninsula on which Boston is situ- 
ated, to be a continued hill, of the average 
height of three or four hundred feet, and con- 
nected with Dorchester by such a neck of 
tand as leads to Roxbury ; in this view, the 
Patriot army occupied heights, very much 
resembling those of Dorchester tower than 
the batteries of the Royalists, over which 
the bombs had to pass before they fell into 
the town. At the time of the attack, as 
the patriots advanced over the neck, they 
were constantly exposed to the fire of the 
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royal forts, from all the heights around. 
Yet in spite of these obstacles, the patriots 
ascended these heights, defended as they 
were, by deep ditches and barricadoes below, 
spiked all the cannon in one of the forts, 
but on the appearance of day, retired with 
considerable loss, to be sure, but, as it ap- 
peared to us, for no other reason than be- 
cause they must have been ignorant of the 
weakness of their adrersaries. 

We hare yet no official accounts from 
the seat of war, though the report of the 
successes of the Royal army, seems to be 
generally credited. 

For some time past the English and 
American seamen in the port, have enter- 
tained some apprehensions of impressment^ 
and a few nights since, ten or twelve of 
them, headed by Mr. Robinson, of Con- 
necticut, set off in a whale boat, in the night, 
for Valparaiso, with the calculation that it is 
still in the hands of the Patriots. If the Roy- 
alists have been as successful as their ac- 
counts would lead us to believe, they are 
passing from one degree of danger and dif- 
ficulty into a greater. 
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April 3d. 

We are in momentarj expectation of 
hearing of the conquest of Santiago and 
Valparaiso bj the Royalists, and many hav^ 
already sailed from hence in that hope. 
What will become of the American ship- 
ping there, and how far Capt. Biddle will 
venture in their defence, is a subject of ipr 
teresting speculation to us all. 

We are now in the fruit season, and if not 
of better quality, every sort is in infinitiely 
greater abundance than with us ; heaps of 
grapes of diiBFerent kinds, and extremely 
delicious, you meet at every turn. I have 
seen as yet only one sort of Peaches, (Cling- 
stone) but these large, rich and fine jBavour'- 
ed ; sixpence will supply us, with wh^t in 
Boston would be called a luxurious dessert. 
Every species of garden vegetable is like- 
wise in great abundance. The potatoes 
are larger and finer than we find them in our 
states, white and mealy and fiQC flaY;oured. 
In this neighbourhood they take but little 
care of their gardens ; it seems indeed al- 
most enough not to prevent every production 
from thriving with luxuriance. The vine- 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 

yards, in the interior, I am told, are culti- 
vated with suflScient attention, though when 
once planted, they need but little care. 
Their wine is as abundant, and preserved 
nearly in the same way as cider in New- 
England, and is susceptible of proportional 
improvement. I have drank here, the or- 
dinary wine of the purple grape, old and 
refined, equal to Bordeaux claret. It is, 
however, usually preserved with less care 
than we usually bestow on cider, and is used 
as table drink. 

At last, we have received news from the 
army on which dependence can be placed, 
and the fate of Chili seems to be decided. 
I have seen a journal of one of the officers 
of the royal army directed to Sanchez, the 
governor of Talcahuano. By this it ap- 
pears that the army passed the river Maule, 
in the neighbourhood of Talca, and about 
seventy leagues from Concepcion, without 
opposition from the patriots, who were en- 
camped a few leagues distant. The two ar- 
mies came in sight of each other, at a place 
called Canharayada, a few miles from Talca. 
Some skirmishing took place in the after* 
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noon, and towards night, they both retired 
to encamp. Ordonez insisted upon making 
an immediate attack, at the head of his di- 
vision. At about eight o^clock, he surprised 
the Patriots, as they were serving out their 
supper and liquors. The patriots were 
taken ofiF their guard, and were immediate- 
ly and completely defeated and dispersed, 
with the loss of all their artillery, (fourteen 
pieces of which have already arrived here) 
and a great portion of their baggage, to- 
gether with three thousand killed and 
wounded. The patriots are said to have 
been upwards of ten thousand strong, and 
were commanded by Generals San Martin 
and O'Higgens. The royal army is on its 
march to Santiago. We conclude that the 
fate of Chili is decided, though a number 
of Englishmen, now here, and who have 
been in Valparaiso, still assure us that Chili 
will never be retaken. 

April 12tb. 

Abundant confirmation has arrived of the 
success of the royalists in Cancharayada, and 
all measures here are regulated upon the 
presumption that the whole of Chili is 
now in subjection to the king. 
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An English Whaleman, Capt. Cocksey, 
has been detained for sereral days in or- 
der to carry to EngiaAd the news of the 
royal successes, that it may be transmitted in 
form, from the ambassador in London to the 
Spanish Court- We are momently in ex- 
pectation of hearing that Santiago and Val- 
paraiso have fallen, and are already prepar- 
ing to bid adieu to Talcahuano. 

April 22. 

Never was there a more striking picture 
of the instability of human affairs, than has 
been presented to us, within the last week. 
From the pride of success, and the height of 
exultation, the inhabitants here, have sunk 
into the depths of misery and despair. If it 
is true, as stated above, that the royalists 
gained a decided victory at Cancharayada, 
were masters of the field of battle, and car- 
ried off" the artillery of the Patriots, but it 
appears they did not follow up their suc- 
cess. 

The Patriots fled, dispersed, but soon 
reunited, and with reinforcements, entered 
Santiago. Osorio foil owed them some what 
leisurely, and arrived within two leagues of 
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the city on the fifth of this month, the Pa- 
triot army immediately came out to meet 
him ; they engaged at once, and a most san- 
guinary battle of about three hours ensued, 
in which the Royal army was almost anni- 
hilated. 

They engaged in two divisions, Osorio 
commanding one, and Ordoner the other. 
Osorio, after seeing one regiment desert, 
and a great part of his men dead on the 
field, escaped with about four hundred 
soldiers, most of whom were however, cut 
to pieces in their flight. He arrived, at 
last, in Talcahuano, with his aids, and fifteen 
or twenty guards, worn out with fatigue, 
with nothing but the clothes upon their 
backs, and in the plight of miserable fugi- 
tives. Ordoner was left surrounded in a 
house near the field of battle, and was sup- 
posed to be capitulating. The defeat is 
acknowledged to have been complete ; so 
much so, that scarcely two hundred men 
have escaped, and these, two and three at 
a time, have come in, half starved and al- 
most exhausted, and owe their escape to 
the fleetness of their horses. The battle 
7 
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was on the fifth, and the General arrived 
in Talcahuano on the 13th of this month. 
Thus this army, of more than five thousand 
men, a part of whom were veterans from 
Europe, and well appointed, was, in the 
space of three hours, so completely cut to 
pieces, that not three hundred stragglershave 
escaped. Both armies, it is said, fought with 
desperation ; very little quarter being ex- 
pected on either side. It is not yet known 
whether Ordoner is prisoner, or dead. I 
have seen Osorio repeatedly since his re- 
turn; he puts on a good face, and seems 
to bear his reverses with fortitude. He is 
son-in-law to the Viceroy of Lima, and was 
married but a few weeks before he took 
command of the expedition. Both the Bea- 
ver and Canton are preparing to take him, 
and his suite, to Lima. 

It is now ten days since the arrival of 
those that escaped from the battle near 
Maypu, yet nothing is seen or heard of the 
Patriots, from which we infer, that they 
too, must have suffered severely. 

We have been all ordered to leave the 
brig, and ship, and they are both loading for 
Lima. 
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In the meantime, Talcahuano presents a 
scene of misery and distress, such as I have 
never before witnessed. 

The full extent of the royal losses is ac- 
knowledged ; the impossibility of successful 
defence is evident to every eye. The 
forces of the Patriots recruited, their caval- 
ry unquestionably good, and they irritated 
at the resistance and impediments they have 
always met with in Talcahuana 

Besides what the inhabitants of this 
(dace have to fear from the Patriots, they 
are now completely overrun with Royalists, 
who flock in from every part of the pro^ 
vtnce as to the last place of refuge. Every 
bouse, room, and shed is crowded ; and hun- 
dreds of men and women, who have been 
used to ease and comfort, are now obliged 
to pass both day and night in the open 
streets ; and this too in the first month of 
winter, when the northerly winds with rain, 
are commencing. In truth, they are very 
wretched, and every old Spaniard in the 
kingdom, seems to tremble with apprehen- 
sion, that the righteous vengeance of Hea- 
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ven is about to fall, like a thunderbolt, upon 
his head. 

Gualqui, May 1818. 

For four or five days, after we were or- 
dered to leave the brig, the captain, super- 
cargo and myself, occupied a small, dirty 
room, filled with rats and fleas, and sur- 
rounded by officers and soldiers. At this 
time, our friend Don Antonio Sosa, offered 
us a residence at his Estancia or country 
house, about forty miles from the port; to- 
gether with his horses, and every conveni- 
ence that the place would afford. The 
captain and supercargo, could not yet leave 
their interests in the port ; but I prepared 
immediately for the journey, and am now 
in the interior of the province, and in com- 
pany with a pleasant family of Talcahua- 
no, who have retired here, for security, un- 
til public affairs should be settled. The 
house is large, and of similar construction 
with those of Concepcion, though a consi- 
derable part of it is now taken up with 
wine vats, it being the season of vintage. 

The road from Concepcion here, for 
three quarters of the distance, is extreme- 
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ly beautiful ; it winds along the riyer Blo- 
bio, on your right, and on your left is a con- 
tinuous range of mountains, abrupt, and al- 
most perpendicular ; sons of the Andes, and 
worthy of their sire. The river, border- 
ed with beautiful shrubbery, opens to you, 
almost every minute, and the mountains re- 
cede a little, every mile or two, and leave 
a valley, sufficient for the site of a house, 
and land for the support of a family. In 
some of these, you may purchase bread and 
wine, and food for your horses. As you 
approach Gualqui, you ascend the moun- 
tains, and find the road narrow, steep and 
abrupt, and appearing at first view abso- 
lutely impassable. 

May, 1818. 

I have now been in Gualqui, more than 
a week, since when we have several times 
heard from the city and port, but as yet, 
nothing important has transpired. The 
ships are all in readiness to transport the 
officers and troops that have escaped, to 
Lima : but the Patriots do not yet appear, 
nor is there any information with regard to 
where they are. Preparations are making, 
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as if to sustain another siege, in Talcahua- 
no. The General has granted leave to all, 
who wish to depart for the interior. 

It is ascertained that Ordoner is prisoner 
in Santiago, and he is said to be treated 
with the respect that his valour and charac- 
ter entitles him to. How many were left 
to capitulate with him is not yet known. 

May 8. 

The Patriot army does not yet appear, 
and it is thought in Talcahuano, that they 
are celebrating their successes, in Santiago, 
and that they will not, at present, attempt 
any thing in this quarter. In the mean- 
time, the General, Osorio, has sent orders, 
in every direction, this side the river Mou- 
lis, requiring every able bodied man, (ex- 
cepting on those immediately engaged in 
the vintage) to repair forthwith to Talcar 
huano, for the defence of the place. Still 
however, the ships are kept in readiness to 
sail, at a moment's warning. 

June, 1818. 

Shortly after my last accounts from Tal- 
cahuano, and when our captain was pre par- 
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ing to sail in a whaleman for America, he, 
with the supercargo, received a message 
from the general, with a proposal that they 
should proceed with the brig to Lima, un- 
der American colours, and furnished with 
the documents relative to her seizure and 
condemnation, on condition that they should 
depart immediately ; they were already on 
their passage, before news could be convey- 
ed to me of their intended departure. So 
that I am now the only American in this 
part of Chili. The Canton, it is expected, 
will return here immediately, and the su- 
percargo remain to await the issue of an 
appeal to the authorities in Lima. We 
conclude from this that Osorio has no fear 
of the immediate approach of the Patriot 
army. 

Nothing of much importance has occur- 
red to alter the state of affairs here. The 
Patriots have not appeared on this side the 
river Moiilis, and are probably either await- 
ing the result of an embassy to Lima, or, 
that the wet season may pass, before they 
advance. In the mean time, they are con- 
stantly labouring to strengthen the fortifica- 
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tions of Talcahuano, and making every pos- 
sible preparation for enduring another siege« 
But three or four hundred of the regular 
troops haye escaped ; these, with new re- 
cruits, whom they are very active in gath- 
ering, form the garrison there, at present* 
They are plentifully supplied with provis- 
ions of all sorts, since the whole province 
of Concepcion is open to them. The cap- 
ture of Ordoner is very much deplored, 
he was extremely popular in the province. 
What they call the winter in Chili, has 
now set in. The days are shorter, and 
about one quarter of the time it rains, with 
the wind from the north, but near the coast 
there is but little difference in the tempe- 
rature of the air; where I now am, and as 
you approach the Cordilleras^ a chain of the 
Andes, the winter is sometimes cold; so 
much so that we have found ice in the 
morning, half an inch thick ; and near the 
mountains it frequently snows. In Chili, 
they know but three seasons, summer, win- 
ter and spring, which last commences the 
middle of August. There is not one in hun- 
dreds that knows that the seasons are com- 
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puted diflferently in any quarter of the 
globe. During the summer months it very 
rarely rains, but the strong southerly breezes 
sa temper the air, that in Concepcion, they 
never suffer much from the heat of the &an. 

The soil is almost uniformly of a reddish- 
brown colour, free from stones, rich, and 
neyer requires manuring. Wheat, in some 
places in the province, has produced one 
hundred and thirty fold. This, and wine, 
are their staple commodities, and but little 
attention is given to any thing else, though 
the soil that produces them might be 
brought to produce every thing. Peaches, 
apples and quinces are found in all direc- 
tions, mixed with forest trees and shrubs, 
and are no doubt indigenous. I have seen 
peaches almost as large as an ostrich's egg, 
and very rich, chiefly clingstones. Of ap- 
ples and quinces they make but little ac- 
count, and seldom preserve them; they 
make but little cider, sweet and not good ; 
there is nothing like a cider mill in the 
province, and in this quarter they extract 
the juice by beating the apples in a trough. 

One of my first inquiries on arriving here 
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was, with regard to mines^ and if there 
were any in the neighbourhood, and 1 was 
sorry to learn, that though there are ma- 
ny, only one is now worked, and that but 
partially. This is situated in Calicoa, a vil- 
lage about four leagues distant from Gual- 
qui^ and is of silver. We have been to see 
it, but 1 found nothing calculated to satisfy 
the curiosity, which the accounts of the rich- 
ness of the mines of Chili had raised. A larg^ 
bole, onthesideof the mountain, with heaps. 
ci blackish grey stones around it, was all that 
met the eye ; the works for extracting the 
metal were in another quarter, to which 
the ore is transported on mules. But six 
or eight peans^ as labourers are called here, 
were at work, the rest having concealed 
themseves or been drafted as sddiers. A 
few shovels, crow-bars, pick-axes and drills, 
of wretched workmanship, formed the 
whole apparatus of the establishment. 

The mining interest throughout the pro- 
vince, seems to be not only suspended, but 
to be essentially injured, as I am told it is 
considered here as almost impossible to 
clear a mine that has been long neglected, 
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as they have no inachineiy, not even pumps 
foi:. that purpose. This forced neglect of 
the mines is the subject of general lamen- 
tation, and is viewed somewhat in the same 
Ij^ht, as a drought sufficient to produce fa- 
mine and pestilence, would be in other 
countries; in fact, thej glory as much in 
their mines now, and their affections seem 
to cling to them as closely, as did those of 
the Spaniards three hundred years ago. 
Most of the mines that were worked in the 
province were in the hands of wealthy roy- 
alists ; the families of these have generally 
escaped to Lima, to avoid the confusion 
and perils of civil warfare, 

A few nights since, the major-domo or 
steward of the estancia, gave a rustick en- 
tertainment or Jhndango^ in his rooms ad- 
joining ; his friends and neighbours were all 
cpllected and treated with music and danc- 
ing, wine and supper, and the whole night 
passed in mirth and festivity. The occasion 
of this entertainment, was the death of his 
only child, an infant, whose corpse wis all 
the while exposed in the most conspicuous 
part of the room. 
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) once witnessed the same ceremony in 
the house of a very respectable family of 
Concepcion. I entered the room without 
haying been advised of the reason or nature 
of the entertainment ; the most conspicuous 
object was a figure, highly decorated with 
flowers and ribbons, and seated upon a 
shelf, oyer the table, and with a number of 
lights burning before it, and to which those 
who were not engaged in the dance, would 
often adyert. I took it for granted that 
this was the image of some patron saint, 
whose festival the family were celebrating ; 
judge then of the indescribable horror and 
disgust I felt, when on approaching to exam- 
ine it, I found that this image had really 
once been a living child. I am told the 
mother does not always join the crowd, but 
sometimes sits apart and weeps ; and I trust, 
for the honour of our nature, that it is sa 
'Tis bad enough that such an incident 
should be made the occasion of mirth and 
festivity among relations and friends. Up- 
on the death of an adult, there are the s^me 
^hows of grief and mourning as with us^ 
though the ceremonies attending the inter- 
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ment are widely different. This celebration 
is kept up only on the death of children 
under seven years of age. The re ason they 
give for it has more of philosophy than 
feeling in it. "El Angelito" the little 
angel, " has died in innocence, and gone to 
Heaven ; we ought then to rejoice, and not 
to weep." 

The season of vintage has just passed, 
and wine is transporting from all directions 
to the city and port. Almost all their wine 
is of the purple grape ; the white requires 
more attention, and is rarely cultivated in 
any great quantity. A vineyard, with good 
care, trimming it every season, will yield for 
a hundred years. They are planted on the 
sides of high hills, where the sun has most 
power, and produce very abundantly. The 
wine is dark coloured, strong, and generally 
good flavoured. It is sent to market new, 
disposed of and consumed, and you very 
rarely meet with it either clarified or of 
many years age. With the same attention 
that is paid to wine in other countries, 
there is no doubt that it might be brought 
to equal what they produce. 
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The wine is sent ta market in the skim 
of different small animals, upon males ; and 
is preserved in large earthen jars, some of 
which will contain two or three pipes. 

The price of pure wine in the cmmtrj 
is about twenty cents the gallon. The me- 
thod of making it, is, for aaght I know, the 
same as in other countries (having never 
seen a vineyard before.) A large vat, 
made of bullock's skins, and supported by 
posts, is covered at top, by reeds, attached 
to each other, laterally, with interstices of 
nearly the width of a grape ; upon these, 
the grapes are mashed, or kneaded^ till 
they separate from the branch, and fall 
brokeUj within. 

They are left about a fortnight to fer- 
ment, being occasionally trodden down by 
the feet of half a dozen peons, who jump 
into the vat, almost naked; after which 
the wine is drawn oft, and sweetened wkhr 
a kind of molasses, made likewise of the 
grapes. Of the skins and parts of grapes 
which remain, is made the Brandy, or 
Aguadiente of the country, by the common 
process of distillation, and the product of a 
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vineyard is about twenty gallons of wine to 
one of aguadiente ; this is strong, and some- 
thing between Spanish brandy and New- 
England rum; this too is transported in 
^kins^ indeed skins here supply the place 
of almost all the improvements in husbandr 
rj of older countries. In the country^ al- 
most all the articles of domestic use are 
composed of skins, which serve them withr 
out curingj for a great part of their cloth- 
ing, for shoes, ropes, twine, thread, bags, 
barrels, bottles, &c. &c. 

The vint€ige IB scarcely over, before the 
time of planting and sowing commences; 
and the peassmtry in all directions, are now 
engi^ed in this. They plough and harrow 
their wheat fields as with us ; but the soil, 
giving but little resistance, they do not need 
so stroi^ and finished ploughs as we use ; 
they are composed of two small sticks of 
timber, the one transfixed in the other at 
an angle of forty-five degrees, simple and 
clumsy ; and in a respectable estancia, fifty, 
and sometimes an hundred, are in operation 
on the same day. Their mode of yoking 
is different from ours ; in that, all the force 
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is brought to bear upon the roots of the 
horns, without the circular yoke; their 
breasts and shoulders being left free and 
unconfined. Their carts are of wretched 
construction, the wheels thick, clumsy, and 
generally solids and not more than three or 
four feet in diameter. 1 have seen no arti- 
cle of husbandry in which they are so pal- 
pably deficient as in these. 

Their cattle are remarkably fine ; large, 
strong, well formed, and of beautiful skins ; 
in ordinary times, a superb pair of oxen 
may be purchased for ten or fifteen dollars, 
and a good cow for four ; yet butter and 
cheese are not so plenty as one would 
imagine from the number and extent of 
their herds. Butter is dearer than in most 
parts of the United States. They seldom 
or never kill their calves, and t^ea/ is a meat 
not known in the province. Their markets 
are dirty, and poorly supplied, except with 
fruit and vegetables. Oranges and lemons 
are not very abundant in this neighbourhood ; 
though in almost every garden you find two 
or three trees. The usual method of slaugh- 
terings in Talcahuano, and in the villages, is 
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to cut the throat of a bullock in the open 
street, ai>d cut it up in pieces, as the neigh- 
bours pass and purchase. 

The horses are not inferior to the other 
animals, though in this part of the king- 
dom, those of the best order are becoming 
scarce* The Patriots, when they retired 
to Santiago, searched for, and took with 
them, the finest that could be found. Oso- 
rk)'s armj from Lima, were without horses, 
and were supplied with what the Patriots 
had left, so that few of the first order re* 
main : still, however, you meet with many 
of what we should call very fine horses, 
well formed, handsome, fleet, and sure. 
Their usual gait is not the trot^ but either 
a sort of pace or rack, or gallop. All are 
expert in managing a horse, men, women 
and boys ; and a man is not considered a 
good horseman, who cannot on a canter, 
pick up a handkerchief from the ground 
without slackening his pace. Their horses 
^re never shod ; and I do not remember to 
bave seen cme stumble. 

The peasants are extremely expert in 
their method of catching and confining their 
8* 
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horses and mules, with a cord of hide forty 
or fifty feet in length, with a noose at one 
end; this, they throw at a distance of twen- 
ty or thirty feet, and scarcely ever fail to 
encircle the horse's neck with the noose. 
This is a favourite amusement with the 
boys^ who begin to manage their Laso, as 
it is called, almost as soon as they can run 
alone. 

I do not remember to have seen but one 
boy^s play J as yet, that was new to me. — 
Two boys, at the distance of twelve or fif- 
teen feet from each other, and each sup- 
plied with two large smooth stones, and 
many small ones, pelt each other, with 
these last, by the concussion of the former, 
and generally hit their aim with great cer- 
tainty. 

This and the following two or three 
months, are likewise the season of diver- 
sion ; the farmers, planters and country geth- 
tlemen^ are every where exchanging visits, 
not of an hour or a day, but of weeks, and 
it makes no difference, in what numbers, 
they arrive at any friend's estancia ; thirty 
can be as conveniently accommodated, as 
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three ; there is never a lack of provisions, 
and their beds, both rich and poor, they al- 
ways take with them ; these consist of 
some eight or ten rugs, and pillions of skins, 
(sometimes beautifully coloured,) which 
form the furniture of their horses. Their 
saddles are of different construction from 
ours; or are rather only the frames of 
ours, but rendered easy for the horse, by 
the great number of these rugs and pillions, 
placed under and upon them. The Havioj 
as this furniture is called, is almost as heavy 
as the man who mounts it; and a Chi^o, 
unsaddling his horse, will bring to your 
mind the grave-digger in Hamlet, preparing 
for his work. After supper, each one 
spreads his bed, with the saddle for a pil- 
low, and ten or fifteen, and often more, are 
thus handsomely accommodated in the Sala. 
There is not a house, and scarcely a hut, 
that is not furnished with its guitar, and with 
some one of the family, who can sing as 
well as play. 

In the ctVy, they sometimes dance country 
dances, minuets and reels; but the most 
common dance, both there and in the coun- 



digitized by 



Google 



92 

tiy, is the Fandango. This is a sort of 
pantomime courtship, between one or two 
couple, with little other change, than ap- 
proaching and suddenly receding, and danc- 
ing round each other, with little variety in 
the step^ which is no more than beating the 
floor, in measure, and often accompanied 
with not the most delicate gestures and mo- 
tions. In the parties, which are constantly 
given and received in the villages and es- 
tancras in the province, this dance forms al» 
most the only amusement, and they are uni^ 
versally accomplished in it. 

As to the state of refinement, and deli- 
cacy of sentiment among them, it seems tt> 
me, almost impossible to write, without be- 
traying a want of each in one's self. The 
women "have the reputation of being ardent, 
faithful, and devoted ; and they probably 
deserve it ; but the blush of modesty, is, I 
very much suspect, an expreEKsion unknown 
among them. They have nothing of that 
reserve in conversation or carriage, which I 
have always thought was instinctive in fe- 
male character. I have heard a most beau* 
tiful woman, m relating anincid^it that had 
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afibrded her much diversion, declare, that 
on seeing it, she laughed, and laughed, till 
she thought que hvbiera meado. There is 
nothing of neatness, and hardly of cleanli- 
ness among them. In the town, it was 
matter of general surprise and conversation, 
that we, on board ship, washed our faces, 
and even our heads, in cold water, every 
morning. Among them, there is not one 
in a thousand, whose face is well washed, or 
whose hair is well combed, (to speak with- 
in bounds,) once in a month. I have known 
a young lady to call to another to stop, un- 
til she rid her of a little animal that was 
creeping on her ehawl. And when walk- 
ing with the wife of an officer of rank, in 
Concepcion, I have seen her employ the 
fingers of one hand, to clear her head, while 
in the other, she held a nicely folded cam- 
bric handkerchief But though the women 
seldom wash their Jhces, they are forever 
washing their apparel, and change their 
garments often enough; but their houses 
are so intolerably dirty, that the white gown 
of noon day, can scarce^ be distinguished as 
white, in the evening. 
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As ID ntoet warm dimdtei^ they ai*e ^- 
«iver taH&k^ q£ hsnt^ and are universs^ty 
and passionately loud of nmmt ; but m Cht- 
£^ ¥enus walks alooe;, aaid is aever accoM^ 
innied by Psyches, and their music is the 
music of mirthy aadiietyer tfaatiof sentknemt. 

A moiiker <& fifteen nerer thinks of re- 
ibnog to give food to her infant, ckht is ki 
great haste to re|dace her shawJ, if it 
should fatt aside ; nor matters it mo^h wheth- 
er m company with atrsjfigfsrsy (mt with h^: 
eady oottpanions and aoquaintanee.; many 
times ai Talcahftiaaio, mothers and daugh- 
teirs, together or a^^art, have gaied at, attd 
complimented Ms upon our agility in smwr 
ming and sporlii^ in the water ; there is 
iodeed a light and .meretricious air about 
the best of thea^ and kif their intercourse 
with the other sex, they admit of liberti^, 
and familiarities of conversatit^ that with 
us would be considered indelicacies. It 
seems as if the better orders, bad always in 
mind the French motto^ ^' Honi soit que maJ 
y pense." As for the common people, they 
hare nothing like ckanliness about them; 
the cook, in all parts, will wipe the sweat 
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irom htr brow, and the grease from her 
hands with the saaie mantle that eneirelea 
ber breaet, and tke fftmcho of the pea$aQt 
aerves, at the same tiane (or his handker* 
ehief and towels by daj, and to warm aiid 
cover Inm by n^fait ; the potwh^ is in the 
fCMrm of a bktnket, with a hole in the centre, 
tfapough which the head paases^ and it falhi^ 
not angnaceftdly upon the shoulders, and cor* 
yers almost the whole bo^; thej are 
worn uaiTersoMy iit the pr&Tira^, and those 
of the wealthy are made of the richeet ma^ 
terials and are beautifully coUiured and em- 
broidered. 

The aboTe instances I hare not select- 
ed, as those fixed in my memory, by thesr 
rarity, as this would be a most ungeneroua 
way of re presenting the manners or customs 
of any community ; I could fill pages with 
incidents that have fallen under my ob- 
servation, during the year past, which per- 
fectly convince me of the entire absence 
HI this country of every thing like that ^ in- 
genuous elegance of sod^" which is the basis 
of modem rsjinement. 

There is, to be sore, a native delicacy el 
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sentiment, which no circumstances can com- 
*pletely smother, which is to be met with 
every where, and which may be said to be 
common to mind. But at the same time 
that this is the sweetest, and most fragrant? 
it is the tenderest and most delicate of all 
possible flowers. The warmth of wealth 
and luxury, and the frosts of poverty and neg- 
lect are alike fatal to it. In the mass of man- 
kind it springs up with the morning dew, 
and it expires with it. Among the children 
of this country, (many of whom are ex- 
tremely beautiful), I have often observed 
the blush of ingenuousness, the germ of re- 
finement. But this cannot subsist upon it- 
self ; and here, there is nothing to nourish 
it ; good humour and familiarity are the 
characteristics of their social intercourse. 
A Chileno lover reserves all his sighs for his 
Confessor J none for his mistress ; he is never 
obliged to adore at a distance, to approach 
by slow and imperceptible degrees, and af- 
ter years of servitude to think himself well 
repaid, if at last, he obtains ^' Le premier 
baiser de Pamour." There is nothing here 
of that reserve, and timid emotion, in th^ 
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presence of ** lovely woman," which forms 
the charm of refined society in modern 
times. 

Children of all ages are permitted to be 
present at all sorts of conversations; and 
very ordinarily subjects of conversation are 
such, as with us, one would suffer much, 
before they would be confided to a family 
physician. 

A girl of twelve years, is able to discuss 
the merits of a midwife, and is often mar- 
ried and needs one before she is fourteen. 
She can, of course, have but little time for 
the cultivation of taste or refinement, how- 
ever nature may have endowed her. 

Stolen matches are not uncommon, and I 
have heard much of the skill and intrepidity 
of youthful lovers, in obtaining the object 
of their wishes, in opposition to relatives. 
The head of the family in which I have 
resided for some time is an instance, though 
the beauty and good qualities of his wife 
soon brought about a reconciliation. He is 
not yet twenty-one ; was married at four- 
teen, and has had five children; the oldest 
and youngest of whom are living. A friend 
9 
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HEKConoepctoD, Dr. <>letteffKte Peris, ^m^offi- 

oer in ilbe ciyilgoyeifEHneBt, (iwd lat whosie 
house we have been treated with mioh 
hospitabtj)^ iaa efileB mpeAted tto (me the 
names ^ im&atffn'ixiof Us ohil^en, ^^ 
liTing; Yieit tke popftdajbkii ^ tbe ^eountfj 
is oQot so.gticftt assuch^nataBoes of foeuod^tf 
wonld dead one to knagine. In faU 4fae 
Spanish parts of Chili they do tnot yet 
peck<« 4wo milUoi^s. Of ihe^popidaijon of 
the interior in possession lof ihe IsMlians, iitr 
tie >nore is Jqdowq bow^ ikdna 5ait tbe time 
tkey fiffst repulsed the Spaniards in their 
attempts to aubjugate them. 

In Spani^ Ghili you find levjery iyanety 
of compiexion, from the «dull Indian eofkper 
colour, to tbe pure ^ned and white of the 
Biseayain* Th^ chief family pride of the 
descendants of Old Spaniards bas oonsisted 
in the preservation of the skin untainted 
with Indian blood. This has rarely been 
long ^ected in any family. However they 
may resemble their awn Lions 'm other 
respects, in point of breed they very muc^ 
resemble the aheep of the United States, at 
the present period. There are dow about 



Digitized by 



Google 



m 

ts^ many or^nal SpanbrdB inChiH, as? tbere 
we full blooded merino sheep o£ Spain^ in 
the Unitted' States ; but half, quarter^ three 
i^pmrters, and fiTe*si<xth blooded, jou meet 
in alt direetiotts alsd of all conditions. 

The revolutiony which ace<»'ding to all ap* 
pearanee, is soon to be crowned with com^ 
pliete succe^, has-been not a little destructive 
to^ the pride of Spanish origin: ** Free Ame- 
rwans^amd faithful Republicans," has been 
iShe ^^teb-woi^, th^t ha^ resounded through 
ttiost parts <^ €hilt* for three or four years 
ffaiBt Yet 9o loi^ a& there are Indians in 
ihehr neighbburhood, a white skin will aK 
wajs^ be a sort oi title to distinction* Ma- 
Wf of the women of the hatf-breed are rery 
beautiful, with lai^ sparkling, black eyes, 
and would pass with us as brunette^ of the 
&Bt order. 

July, 1818. 

Another month has passed away without 
any perceptible change in the affairs of 
Chili. The whole province of Concepcion, 
(this side Taica and the river Moulis) re- 
mains in the undisturbed pbssession of the 
kin^ J while all Chili (as the lower coun- 



Digitized by ^UOy It: 



100 

tries, by way of distinction, are here called) 
are in possession of the patriots. They 
have as jet made no advance. In the mean 
time, the rojalists are indefatigable in their 
labours to strengthen the fortifications of 
Talcahuano, and are erecting forts on the 
island of Queriquina, for the protection of 
the port and harbour from without. The 
frigate Esmeralda, and two sloops of war, 
remain in the bay. This frigate returned 
a few weeks since, from her station off 
Valparaiso, where she was attacked by the 
patriots, in a large English Indiaman, filled 
(as the officers of the frigate say) with 
English and American officers and seamen. 
They got possession of her upper deck, by| 
boarding, and held it for half an hour, but 
were at last driven overboard ; with what 
respective loss, it is impossible here at pre- 
sent, to ascertain. The Venganza*, with two 
or three corvettes remain cruising off tl>at 
port. ! 

The General of the Royalists, Don Fran- 
cisco Sanchez, remains where he has been 
most of the time, since the battle of Maipu, 
at the Floridas, fifteen leagues from Con^ 
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<fefpciorf, with one or (Wo hundred regular 
troopff, and a considerable body of Indians^ 
whom he is still collecting. Reports as to 
fbeir number vary from one to ten thou- 
§eLV&^ All fhe neighbouring tribes are said 
*6 be devoted to tfce km^s interest. They 
«^re not beliered to bte poi/rerful attteis, and 
wr& i^id to have degenerated greatly fmA. 
#ieii* br*ave ancestors, the old Auracanians; 
Troops are constantly [Massing from thence 
to the city and port, and returning; and 
are supported '♦ pro rata,'* that is, the man 
iki authority in every village, sends two or 
threla soldiers to the different estancias in 
his neighbourhood, with orders to take, in 
the name of the king, in proportion as thty 
find. 

The ibode of re&ruitingj noW in operation 
throughout the province, is similar to the 
British system' of impressment. Soldiers 
are searching in every direction, and wher- 
ever they meet an animal able to bear 
arms, lie i^ sent with an^ escort to Talcahu- 
dno. 

Exclusive of commercial duties, and a 

SOTt of direct tax upon the purchase or 
0* 
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alienation of landed property, they have no 
regular or legally defined imposts. When- 
ever the public service requires it, contribu- 
tions are levied upon people of all orders, 
in proportion as they can bear; all this in 
the name of the king, and as often and in 
such manner, the officers of the king shall 
judge expedient. In some instances, resem- 
bling a forced loan ; they give receipts in the 
name of the king, but rarely, and generally 
the loss of property as well as limb^^^s repaid 
as with the old soldier in Gil Bias, by the 
honour of having served the king. In 
a state of affairs so critical as at present, it 
is almost impossible to form an opinion with 
regard to public sentiment, but my present 
impression is, that the people, in spite of 
all their hardships and impositions, are real- 
ly inclined to the cause of the king. 

The weather, in the country, for the last 
two months, (of winter) has resembled our 
April ; a mild April. It has rained, with a 
warm northerly wind, nearly a third part of 
the time ; but those days, when the sun 
has appeared, have been warm and genial as 
uny day in May, with us. The major- 
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domos and peasants are busy in their 
fields ; beans, peas, and garden vegetables 
are up and flourishing, and wheat is sowing 
in abundance ; they have little more to do 
than to scatter it upon the ground, in order 
to be insured an abundant increase. 

The estancia in which I am, amy be taken 
as a pretty fair sample of the better order 
of country houses, in this part of the pro- 
vince. The house is about eighty feet in 
length by twenty-five in breadth, with a 
broad corridor, and three quartos^ as they 
are called, little apartments attached to the 
house, which serve for sleeping rooms. 
The walls are of sun burnt brick, three 
feet in thickness, and plaistered within and 
without ; two large doors opposite each 
other, and one small window; the roof 
thatched with reeds, and covered with 
takas^ made of clay, burned, in form semi- 
cylindrical, and fixed upon the roof with 
mortar, lapping over each other, in rows, 
alternately concave and convex, and thus 
form spouts for the water to descend. The 
floor is the earth, and this rough and*'un- 
even. There are few houses that are %oa^ 
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•ij^od^ and^ in winter, they are ettttmt^ 
damp and uDCoikilortable. Tbej are gene^ 
wMj about twelve feet id height, and with 
«o other Ceiling that^ the roof. Near the 
window i» a raised platform, about twenty 
feet long^ and sin broad, covered with a 
Turkey carpet, or rugs that resemble one ; 
and on this, the women^ when not ac^tively 
engaged, always sit, in the mamlerof tiailord 
with us. Almost every houBe is furnished 
with a few chairs, but I do not remembei^ 
to have seen a woman seated in one, either 
m the city or country. 

July 25th, 1818. 

The present season, is the worst in the 
year for pasture ; and the horses are lean 
and gaunt. They always calculate upon 
the Springs which commences next month, 
for fattening and restoring them ; they have 
no barns, make no hay, but suffer their 
luxuriant fields of grass to ripe and rot, 
without thinking it worth the trouble of 
gathering. They eke out the lean pasture 
of ^he wiriter months, (or rather autumn 
months) with the dry stems of wheat, mix- 
ed with grain. 
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I have seen a number of horses in th^ 
country, with their ears cropt, seared and 
closed, so as completely to deafen them ; 
what are the advantages of this practice, 1 
have not ascertained. The long sweeping 
tail is always preserved. A fine bay horse, 
^iven me by Don Antonio Sosa, has now 
been missing for more than a month, and 
has no doubt been taken by the soldiers, 
who have been searching for horses, pro 
ratOy for some time, in this part of the pro- 
vince. 

I was, last week, at one of the regular 
entertainments called RifaSj given in all di* 
rections, at this season ; they are thus con- 
ducted — the major-domo, or owner of an 
estancia, gives a week's notice to the neigh- 
bourhood, that on such a day, he shall kill 
a hogy and keep open doors; on the eve- 
ning of the day, men and women, old and 
young, flock to the house from all quarters, 
The entertainment commences with music 
of the guitar and singing ; then follows the 
fandango, in one part of the house, while 
three or four circles of men, in another, are 
engaged in a game of cards, somewhat r^'^ 
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^^Ming 6ur Loo, Ahont michighir sapper 

IS served tip, of va^kitis and^savbiM-j disiveis^ 

rk bein^ the tnod! ediidpictlouB ; wine, 

, and other liq\i)dfi^v ^^ ^^P^ itH te^d^ 

ms^ and of these, ^eb one pajs ft# What 

^ Hte calls for j this is eftgdp fce^ op for «ite 

dr three day^ arSP^htir, wkh rte^ more 

^s^<?ept Ijiirfn 13 requisite td rrfre^ them", a^ 

/ comimki^ again. Thid sort of festH^aF, 'm^ 

I belicvl^ectiliar to the eomtry and sibs^ 

In all their entertainments, there i9 a 
MPriertis mixture of ft>aiiicfre5s and courtesy, 
fewttiliAHty, ale* fortaaP pelrteness. With 
Regard to the it^abitaiiitd of the ci^, and 
Ihe most wealthy part of the oomn^^^bity, 
l^obably much^ attowance should now be 
Made, hayihg associated with them, only in 
^ year of turbulence and con^sion, such as 
dJways accompanies civil war; either be- 
sieged or besieging, flying or pursuii^g ; now 
exiohing at some news of success, and now, 
dejected by reports of defeat. Fn the in- 
terior, political changes^ have but little ef- 
fect upon' the common routine of life, and 
the manners $iiid customs of the inhabitants. 
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Sare^'whatl haif^said of itlmnociiBflexHMMi 

aodinanneArs. As the Spemiards a»d Indiaos 
bai^ iiAulually (btei^aiiMid, thfi^hBy^ 
aUjr aidwpted the ^ouati^ms tsd eaidbt oibhi^ 
aod mo w^/iQ d[»782ime (dmiy^ ^r no^hbomy i 
haoA^^fou (&id>tke ^dddest compoimd of £«• 
MpeaD trefirnerinent, iaod lodian :bi^iu>ti^ 
you seem rk> meet about thalf wajvuibpi)d« \ 
iog from Irbe pne,>aiid riakig loid fllpi^oyiiiigr 
upon the >t»t})ier. 

One (of the ^loat omrious ^^ijects c^ fAh 
servBti&sk^as the-diffedrent degree c^ estima- 
trao, tn which likferefil ^materials and pro* 
ductions are hekl^ iqpne.country and uiotfa- 
ei:, tin f»ropofi^fan Jd their relative scardtj 
or ahundatnce. itene, to light her fire m 
the tnoming, the oook will gatt^r a bun^ 
of rods, some ;of (vrhich a ^ond street beau 
would iseleet, tto grace his person in a mom* 
ing lounge. To sweep her damip4UMl<fiithy 
floor, the chambermaid will bind together, 
branches of &edh aod fragrant myrtle, 
which, twith us, would be dispeFsedlo grace 
an hundred loy*ely bosoms in a JbaH room. 

Without the house, you inay ifindia pig's 
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pen constructed of the finest grained ma-* 
hoganj (or some wood resembling it) rough 
enough to be sure, and within, the walls of 
your bed room composed of half burned 
bricks and mud. At night, you will lay 
your head upon a pillow covered with cam- 
brick or fine linen, nicely wrought and bor- 
dered ; your bedstead at the same time 
will consist of rough planks, and sticks of 
unhewn timber; and under it, you will find 
a vessel of polished silver. At table, your 
meats will be served up in massy plate, and 
the pli^t^ jSf^ead upon a cloth, which you 
wouM^ftc^pp^e, had been used to wipe and 
cleanse it, for the month past. 

Even in the city, though they have large 
gardens, they have few, or no street gates^ 
but one common passage way into their 
yards and gardens, for man and beast. To 
secure your horse in the yard, he must be 
led through the sala or hall, and I have an 
hundred times known them to leave more 
marks than those of their feet, behind 
them. Such little incidents may produce a 
laugh, but never raise a blush. 

Upon a small scale, they are all merchants^ 
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since they are constantly bartering and bar- 
gaining. There is no such thing as dL fixture 
either about their houses or their persons ; 
there is nothing which thej purchase, or pos- 
sess, which they are not at any moment, 
ready to dispose of, if, by so doing, they can 
turn a penny. In th^ country, they are 
constantly sending from one estancia to 
another, to purchase three pence or four 
pence worth of something which the one 
has, and the other needs. In the city^ the 
houses, almost without exception, have a 
small shop attached to them, in. jyvhich the 
owner, no matter of what rank and stand- 
ing in the community, offers for sale, from 
time to time, such commodities as he hap- 
pens to be possessed ofi 

In this land, which may be said to be 
bedded upon gold and silver, money is com- 
paratively scarce, and its influence, infinitely 
more irresistible than in our own country ; 
not at present only, but, as it appears to 
me, generally. The average price of la- 
bour has not varied with the times ; an 
able bodied man could always, and can now, 
be hired, for twelve and a half cents a day, 
10 
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if founds and for twenty cents, when he 
jind^ himself. In fact, the smallest piece 
of silver, that is coined, goes farther, and is 
husbanded with greater care, here, than 
the largest that is coined does among us. 
When an industrious countryman has con- 
yerted the produce of his farm into specie, 
he returns from the city with his hundred 
or two of dollars, and blesses his stars, that 
he lives in a land of goM and silver. 

They have none of the facilities of com- 
merce, or ttodt ; no banking institutions of 
any sort, nor paper currency ; each one 
keeps his own strong box, and' he is the 
greatest man, whose box is the heaviest. 
And though the medium of trade is specie 
only, there is iqiore of this in the town 
of Boston, than -in the province of Concep- 
cioii, so far as I can judge from the present 
state of things, and from information of 
what hjis past. If you tell them, here, of 
mititled individuals in Boston, whose for- 
tunes amount to millions, of private houses, 
that have cost forty, fifty, and some an hun- 
dred thousand dollars, they will exclaim, 
" what a rich and happy country ;'* but 
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should jou happen to mention, that in this 
country, there are no mines of gold or sil- 
ver, they would ever afterwards listen to 
you with incredulity. They think it as 
impossible that there should be a truly rich 
man, in a country where there are no pre- 
cious minerals, as tlfet there should be a 
real christian in a community that denies 
the authority of the Pope, 

They are completely and entirely igno- 
rant with regard to the productions, wealth, 
population, and relative situation of every 
country Ixit their own ; even of Old Spain. 
Fore^ commerce has always been a mo- 
nopoly of the king, and by him farmed out 
to a few individuals; the community, at 
large, being excluded from all participation, 
have of course, felt but little interest in it 
In exchange for their wheat, copper, and 
specie, they receive from Lima, tobacco 
and sugar, with a meagre supply of Euro- 
pean and India goods; and they neither 
know or care, whether these be the pro- 
ductions and manufactures of Lima, or are 
brought from afar. They cannot supply 
this lack of practical information with 
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books, for they have none. Beyond read- 
ing and writing (badly) and the five funda- 
mental rules of arithmetic, there is nothing 
like education or literature among them, 
and even these are considered rather as ac^ 
complishments, than essentials. For more 
than six months past,t have searched both 
in the city and country, for a Spanish dic- 
tionary and grammar, without being able to 
find one, or to learn where one might be 
found. I think I may venture to say, that 
there is not a native of the province, whose 
library consists of more than some half 
dozen primers and prayer books, together 
with a volume or two of homilies and one 
or two more of surgery and medicine. Free 
foreign intercourse is one of the chief ob- 
jects with the Patriots, and should the re- 
volution succeed, how wide a field of im- 
provement is opening upon the nation ! 

August, 1818. 

The month of August is the most un- 
pleasant of their winter months, but after 
the middle of it, they generally consider the 
spring as having commenced. The first 
ten days of the month were tempestuous. 
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With high northerly winds and constant rain. 
The weather is now settled, and this day, 
August 1 2th, is like the finest of ours in 
June. The rains henceforth gradually les- 
sen in duration, till, in the latter part of 
September they become rare. 

The vineyards aj^e now trimming and 
.puttii^ in order, and the wheat and garden 
vegetables are high out of ground, and pro- 
mise abundantly. There is but little varia- 
tion in their years, one with another, and 
their crops can always be calculated upon 
with certainty ; they never suffer from 
drought, and their spring rains are never 
so abundant as to drown the seed in the 
earth. Their evergreens are of course 
beautiful at all seiasons, and wild flowers 
of every variety are now springing up in all 
directions. 

To balance all this fertility and beauty 
of soil and climate, (say our geographers) 
they are subject to the most dreadful of 
all natural phenomena, earthquakes. It is no 
doubt true, that the shocks are more fre- 
quent than in most parts of Europe or North 
America ; and it is triie that the inhabitants 
10* 
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live in constant and superstitious dread of 
them. Yet, after often inquiring of the 
oldest individuals I have met, I cannot find 
one who can recollect a deaths caused by 
an earthquake. This general dread of 
them probably proceeds from the removal 
of the capital of the province to its present 
site, in consequence of the inundation, and 
destruction of many of the houses of the 
old city in the great earthquake, some eighty 
or ninety years ago. For the year past 
there has been but one very perceptible 
shock in Concepcion ; this was a few even- 
ings since ; some eight or ten were at supper 
in the estancia, whensuddenly they all start- 
ed up and rushed out of doors, overturning 
every thing that might be in their way, and 
shrieking '* misericordia, misericordia." The 
shock continued but for an instant, and was 
lighter than one which was felt in Massa- 
chusetts a few days before we sailed, and 
was the talk of a moment. I am told how- 
ever, that I can form no idea of the effect 
of an earthquake in Chili, as the year past 
has been remarkably and providentially 
exempt from this calamity. 
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With all the variety of complexions that 
you meet in this province, there seems to 
me to be no ditTerence in language, and so 
far as I can judge, there is no vulgar idiom 
among the lower classes. With us, you 
may, generally s (leaking, judge of a man's 
standing, and the advantages of education 
he has enjoyed, by the style of his phrase- 
ology ; but here the Bishop and the rustic, 
the senora and her maid servant express 
ideas and sensations, wishes and wants in 
the same words and phrases ; the half na- 
ked Ghtacho will express his pleasure at any 
good, or sorrow at any ill that may have 
befallen you, in words which if literally 
translated into our language, would be con- 
sidered in an unlettered man as affectation, 
and expose him to ridicule. Their lan- 
guage is derived directly from the Latin^ is 
in fact little else than corrupted Latin. In 
English, it strikes me that the difference in 
the phraseology of the well and ill bred 
consists in a good measure in this, that the 
one make use of many and the other of few 
or no words of classic derivation. 

There is too, a very great degree of fa- 
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Iniliarity between the different grad^i^ of 
society. The servants, after the work o£ 
the day is oyer, are generally permitted to 
sit in the same room with the family, an4 
tB they almost all can either dance or sing:, 
X)r have some rare gift about them, they are 
frequently called upon to amuse visitors .in 
tn evenii^. in many families you meet 
with a young half-Indian boy, who is taught 
mountebank tricks and imitations, and acts 
somewhat such a part as the Jbois used to 
do, who were maintained ki the families of 
princes, in the middle ages. In the choice 
of the companion of an hour, there does 
not seem to me to be much regard paid to 
character, even among the females; and 
the richest Senor among them, will chat as 
familiarly with his groom as with his bro- 
ther. Hence, a sort of independence, and 
ease of carriage and conversation pervades 
all clases, and hence, you never meet with 
any of that awkwardness and bashful timid- 
ity which characterize the peasants and 
lower orders with us, in tlie presence of su^ 
periors. 

One of their favourite amusemrats is 
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story telling; and in this they display 
strength of memory and ease of elocution, 
that has often astonished me. Whenever 
half a dozen friends meet in an evening, or 
a family are seated after supper, some one 
among them " takes up the tale,'' and with- 
out the least hesitation or interruption goes 
on With his story of a full hour, and some- 
times two, with the same system and rapidi- 
ty as if he was reading from a book. They 
are generally stories of captive princesses 
and enchanted knights, and as far as I can re- 
collect the Arabian J\tghts^ are taken from 
them, and handed down orally from father 
to son, among high and low, rich and poor. 
They have no other libraries than their 
memories, and these are remarkably reten- 
tive. A youth will often be sent from one 
city to another, charged with specie, and 
an hundred different commissions without 
a single memorandum in writing, yet will 
be sure to execute them all with accuracy 
and fidelity. You never hear a Chileno 
say, ^1 forgot itJ*^ 

In common with almost all the rest of 
mankind, they are firmly attached to their 
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countiy and to their maimers and customs. 
They think their 4and the golden land in 
ell nespeCts ; and all other regions compare 
ed to tt, as the baser metals ; and in this [ 
am inclined to agree with 4hem ; £or sure- 
ly, in beauty and salubrity of climate^ fer- 
tility of soil, in soeoeiy and variety <rf pro- 
factions, there is no region on «arth can 
-excel it. Their mountains are suUime and 
picturesque beyond description, their plains 
mre fertile imd extensive, their rivers aire 
^ep, wide mid pentrating, their aiumals 
mre beautifid and oaoble; aU -but their sove- 
reign, man, who, regardless of exteraal 
beauties and bovotiea, is forever searching 
and burying himi^lf in the bowels of the 
^earth, 

With mgard to their modes of life, i 
idoubt whether they have undergone any 
(material change for the last three centu- 
ries. They have gone on increasing but 
not improving. Indeed bow could they 
knprove? If there be ever an incipient 
taste for literature and information, it is al- 
ways stifled in the bud, because they have 
110 press, nor books. They never venture 
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from home. Except some five or six wo* 
men, who have married Spanish oflveer& 
here, and gone with their husbands to^ 
Spain, r can find nobody who knows of any' 
nativcf of the country, who has ever at- 
tempted to visit any other quarter of the 
globe; and except too^ a few common sail- 
ors, who may have found their way to the 
Philippines and back. 

Here, a youth (of the better sort) s» 
soon as he is somewhat accomplished in- 
writing and arithmetic, and is dismissed 
from the school^ flies with his mistress to 
the altar; and before he has time to look 
around him as a mauj finds himself a^a^^r; 
he then sits down, content in the sphere 
where chance has placed him, and instead 
of troubling his head with inquiries into 
the manners or customs of other nations, 
seldom knows or cares whether there be 
any other than his own in existence* Span- 
ish soldiers and adventurers have been the 
only foreigners that have ever been admit- 
ted among them, till of late years they 
have been occasionally favoured with the 
society of a few English and American^ 
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whalemen, none of whom had time to con- 
tribute much to their improvement. Hence, 
they are totally ignorant of all the modern 
improvements in domestic economy. The 
furniture of their houses is rough, clumsy, 
incommodious and inelegant, even among the 
elect of the land. In their kitchens, and 
kitchen utensils, they are miserably defi- 
cient ; they have neither fire places, chim- 
neys, shovels, tongs, cranes, jacks nor Rumr 
fords. In fact nothing of what is consider- 
ed with us as absolutely essential to good 
cooking, and it is no light proof of their 
ingenuity, that in spite of all this, they cook 
well, both in town and country, and have 
a great variety of very savoury dishes. 

Their houses, a sample of which I have 
given above, might, with very little difiicul- 
ty be made literally, their castles, since you 
have only to roll in a few cannon, per- 
forate the walls here and there, and barri- 
cade the doors, to constitute a very re- 
spectable and defensible fortress; and in 
doing this, you would have no steps to as- 
cend, no floors that would sink under you, 
iior any partition walls to impede you. 
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They are but little better than gloomy 
prisons ; and in leisure hours, the people 
are generaHy seated under the piazza, or a 
garden fruit tree ; the guitar always at hand, 
and they always ready to join in music and 
chat with any friend that may be passing. 
This however applies to the houses in gene- 
ral ; in the city there are many that may 
be called elegant; the ceilings within of 
smooth white plaister, with borders richly 
gilded, the grates of the windows gilded 
and ornamented, but never glazed, and all 
in the same gloomy style of architecture. 

They have nothing that corresponds with 
the pleasures of the social fire side among 
us ; have no idea of that independent, su- 
peradded and sweetest mode of existence 
which an English or American family eur 
joys at home^ and most when not at home^ to 
all the world besides. In their dances and 
parties, where many meet, their diversions 
and manners are not more to the taste of 
an accomplished European or American. 
You find enough of life, gaiety, frankness 
and courtesy, but unmixed and unchastened 
11 
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by delicacy, propriety, regard to dress, 
ceremoDy or pdite conyersation. 

Though antiquity seems to be against the 
position, there are certainly many modern 
instances to prove that in proportion as the 
gilts of nature are denied, tl^e attamments 
of art have advanced. The useful and es- 
sential arts are cultivated in proportion as 
they are useful and essential in any one com* 
munity. Here nature has been so profuse 
in her bounties, that to secure a comforta- 
ble subsistence,, there is but little need of 
foreign aid, and therefore the arts, though 
of course known and introduced among 
them, in their intercourse with Spain, have 
rather drooped than flourished. They have 
no mechanic associations among them, no 
regular terms of apprenticeship, none of the 
rules of probation that are so requisite to 
secure success to a mechanic among us ; no 
such thing as hereditary trades, or even a 
trade for life* Semper *' sutor ultra crepi- 
dam ;'' the cobbler when he is tired of his 
bench, shoulders his musket, and turns sol 
dier for a while* The carpenter, every 
year or two, will lay aside his axe, and as- 
sume the yardstick ; and the mason will 
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suffer his own house to fall to ruin, while 
he is far away speculating in flocks and 
herds, and trading with the Indians. There 
is no lack of ingenuity among them, but it 
is seldom stimulated by necessity. There is 
none of that rivalship and emulation which 
is the solid oi the mechanic arts. In order to 
effect any considerable object here with a 
necbanic, you must pay him and thank 
him too ; wad tht head of a family will of- 
ten treat his workmen to a supper and 
dance after the labours ai the day sure over. 
Many mediianics of course, come over 
from Spain; most of them soon sink into 
doth, when they can maintam themselves 
with little exertion ; others, by a few years 
of sober industry and application, are ena- 
bled to purchase lands, plant their vine- 
yards and fields oi wheat, and to give their 
<^hildren all the advantages of education 
that the country affords; and the descend- 
ants of such are, as far as I can judge, the 
most wealthy and respectable class of soci- 
ety in Chill 

A year has now elapsed since we ar- 
rived in the province of Concepcion. A 
^ ear in which I have eadiired and witnes?- 
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ed more of hardships and misery, than in 
all the rest of my life. For the two or 
three first months of this year, we were con- 
fined to the ship with such companions as 
I have before described. With a most 
delightful and inviting landscape constantly 
before our eyes, but forbidden to approach 
it ; when at last, we were permitted to go 
oh shore, we were of course confined to the 
territories of the kii^, which consisted but 
of a narrow promontory, at the foot of which 
was the port of Talcahuano, the last refuge 
of the royalists. Here we were permitted 
to participate for several months in all the 
wants and privations of a strict and rigo- 
rous siege; to ascend the heights with 
them, and view the enemy's cavalry and 
listen to the bombs that burst over our 
heads before they fell into the town. With 
all this to amuse us, we made shift to pass 
the time, till the siege was raised, when we 
were permitted, with some restrictions, to 
visit the city, and ride into the country. 
I shall never forget my emotions on the 
day I first visited Concepcion, immediately 
after the patriots had retired, and before 
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the royalists bad removed from Talcahuano, 
or descended from the mountains, where 
many of them were concealed during the 
siege. A scetie of gloomy desolation, no* 
thing like which, I had erer witnessed be* 
fore ; a few of the inhabitants and a num- 
ber of monks and friars had returned, and 
the churches of the city were all open. 
The clergy were engaged in administering 
consolation to the infirm and aged, who 
seemed like so many remaining patriarchs, 
weeping and deploring the destruction of 
all their race. A company of soldiers had 
taken their quarters in the palace, and in the 
great square in front of the cathedral, was 
posted here and there a single sentinel, 
who seemed like the guardian genius of si- 
lence and solitude. You might walk at 
noon day amidst all the marks of recent 
habitation, through streets a mile in length, 
and see no moving object but your own 
shadow, and hear no sound but that of your 
own footsteps. The scene was more awful- 
ly impressive than that of a city deserted 
by reason of a pestilence, since in almost 
every direction, your eye might rest upon a 
n* 
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pile of smoking ruins. It rather conyeyed 
to me the idea I had formed of the effect 
of their own earthquakes ; which spread such 
sudden horror and consternation as to com- 
pel the parent to fly for preservati(m from 
the dying shrieks of his child 

The dissolute and abandcmed of both 
sexes were among the first to return, and 
their unhallowed mirth in some parts of the 
city, formed a mournful and disgusting con- 
trast Avith the solemn stillness that reigned 
in others. 

The face of things gradually changed, 
and the royalists from all quarters again 
took up their residence in the city ; public 
confidence and security were completely 
restored by the arrival of Osorio, with bis 
four thousand troops from Lima ; and thus 
we continued for a month or two, sometimes 
in the city and sometimes in Talcahuano, 
the most pleasant part of the year, till 
about the middle of April, their general, 
with some fifteen or twenty haggard, worn-' 
out fugitives, suddenly appeared among 
them, and announced the loss of the battle 
of the fifths and the entire destruction of 
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his army. A scene of confusion now took 
place, worse than any thing we had expe- 
rienced before. The patriots, irritated by 
resistance, and victorious, were expected to 
appear every moment at the gates of Tal- 
cahuano. The inhabitants of the city 
fled again to the port, and the wants and 
hardships of the former siege seemed about 
to be renewed, with additional a^rava- 
tions, the danger more immediate, the 
hopes of succour less. In this state they 
have continued until the present time, and 
unmolested ; the patriots (why, it is impos- 
sible to conjecture,) not having advanced ; 
and in this state I left them for the country. 
For the greatest part of this month, pub- 
lic of airs have borne the same aspect as in 
the month of July. Constant requisitions, 
contributions and impressments, on the part 
of the Royalists ; and constant endeavours 
to escape, and avoid them, on the part of 
the peasants and villagers. Parties of sol- 
diers have been ordered in every direction^ 
to search for recruits and provisions, and as 
they approach, the young men generally 
fly to the mountains, with their horses and 
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ciittle, and secrete themBelves till die ioH 
mediate danger has passed; still, howerer, 
scarcely a day passed, that nambers were 
not forced from their homes, in this neigh- 
bourhood, to garrison and work upon the 
fortifications of Talcahuano. Fortifications 
have been commenced too on the island of 
Queriquina, and had advanced and become 
somewhat respectable, when on the 10th 
of this month, the labourers and recruits, 
about two hundred in number, conspired 
and rose upon their officers. Their guard 
consisted of a company of Spanish soldiers^ 
with its officers. The sergeant of this com- 
pany was elected captain, and headed the 
workmen and recruits, and promised to lead 
them to the Patriots. After some resist^ 
ance, in which eight or ten on each side 
were killed, they succeeded in their object, 
destroyed the fortifications of the islapd, in 
an hundredth part of the time they had 
been labouring to raise them ; and after 
spiking^ and throwing into the sea, all the 
cannon and ammunition which they could 
not take with them, embarked in the 
launches of the Esmeralda, which were on 
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the beach at the time, and directed their 
course to some point in possession of the 
Patriots, How they have ultimately suc- 
ceeded, we have not yet learned. 

August 25, 1818. 

At last the answers to the despatches 
by the Canton, to Lima, have been receiv- 
ed, and the result seems only to add to the 
complicated distresses of the Royalists and 
inhabitants of the province. We know no- 
thing of their tenour, but from their effects. 
The fortifications of Talcahuano are de- 
stroyed ; all the light artillery is embarked, 
the heavy destroyed ; all the officers and 
troops, together with the principal Royalists, 
are to be conveyed to Lima, and ere this, 
have probably sailed. The great mass of 
the people of the province are left to the 
mercy of the victorious Patriots. What 
adds to their distress, and seems the climax 
of their misery, is, that just now, as the 
Royalists seem to be deserting their cause, 
their Indian allies are flocking to their aid« 
Some thousands are now on their way to 
the city and port ; how they are to be em- 
ployed, and how they can be dismissed with 
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security is a subject of fearful inquiry 
among all classes, and the apprehensions 
from them, should they be suddenly dismiss- 
ed, are dreadful beyond any thing the peo- 
ple have yet felt. 

September 26, 1818. 

Tims commenced the month of Septem- 
ber, and imtii the mriddle of this month, we, 
in the country, were every day receiving 
contradictory intel%eDce with regard to 
the state of diings in the prorince, and it 
was aot until tills date^ that we received In- 
formation on which we couid rely; the 
amount of which is as follows I'^^-Osorio has 
embarked from Talcahuano with all the 
ships of war, and merchant ships, that were 
in ^e port, and has taken with him, about 
three hundred troops, chiefly Europeans, 
together with most of the families of the 
Royalists, who were compromitted, and 
who could raise money enough to embark. 
Previous to setting sail, he demolished the 
fortifications of Talcahuano ; the cannon 
which he could not take with him, he spiked, 
disabled, and threw into the sea. 

Between two and three hundred r^ular 
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troops are left behind, with Don Francisco 
Sanchez, who is now chief in command, in 
the proyince^ ke has, besides, some four or 
fire handled new recruits, and as many 
thousand Indians, who are awaitii^ his or- 
ders on the frontiers. The intentions of 
the goremment are now publicly made 
known; without making use of threats or 
fierce, all classes of citizens are invited and 
advisedy to follow the authorities, with 
all the military force that remains in the 
province, to the frontier city of " Los An- 
gehs^^ distant from Concepcion about fifty 
leagues, and near to the river Bisbio; and 
which is a sort of depot in their intercourse 
with the Indians. This is now, the rally- 
ing point for the Royalists; from whence, 
should they- be obliged to escape, they have 
a road over the mountaips to the port of 
Valdivia, which still remains for the king, 
and is said to be strongly fortified. Almost 
all the Royalists are preparing to take this 
rout. In the mean-time^ in order to sup- 
port these exigencies, the government has 
ordered a general contribution ; eyery one 
that has ten horses, mules, or oxen, and so 
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in proportion, for whateyer they possess. 
To these requisitions, there is nothing like 
organized opposition; though they know 
that the Patriots must soon have possessicm 
of the province, and though there are ma- 
ny in it, who are Patriots at heart ; yet 
such is generally their infatuation in regard 
to royalty, that they will bear patiently, to 
see their children snatched from their arms, 
and their bread from their mouths, if done 
in the name of the king. 

What has now spread consternation and 
dismay among the people at large, is the 
removal of the nuns. In the city of Con- 
cepcion, were four or five cloisters of friars, 
and one nunnery, containing about one hun- 
dred nuns. During the revolutionary changes 
for these six years past, the cloisters were 
converted to barracks for soldiers, by each 
party, as they respectively obtained posses- 
sion of the city : but the nuns were never 
disturbed: whence, the people conceived 
for them a more than usual reverence ; and 
when it was announced, a few days since, 
that they were to desert their sanctuary, 
the news spread like an electric shock, and 
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and occasioned more alarm than the earth- 
quake that overturned their ancient capi- 
tal. They have taken the direction to Los 
^ngelos^ and passed in open boats, within a 
league of us, yesterday ; their voyage is of 
three days, on the river ; they passed the 
first night in the open . air, about half a 
league from m, and this morning proceed- 
ed on their voyage ; the nuns in nine boats, 
followed by friars and clergy, in ten or fif- 
teen more, and a guard of soldiers accompa- 
nying them, pan pasu^ on each side of the 
riven Before leaving the city, they pub- 
licly announced to the people, that their 
removal ought not to be considered as an 
annunciation of divine vengeance upon the 
land, but that all the poor, who could not 
follow them, should remain, without distrust, 
in the power and protection of their hea- 
venly father. 

In the mean-time, during this month, and 
indeed, for many months past, the situation 
of the inhabitants of the province, has 
been miserable indeed. It is hard to dis- 
tinguish which they fear most, the approach 
of the Patriots, or the Royalists, or the 
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Indians ; one to seize on all they can find, 
by right of conquest, the other by autho- 
rized requisition, and the last by indiscrimi- 
nate plunder, which when employed, they 
always consider their right. 

In the estaocia we are partaking of all 
these fears ; have hidden in the earthy 
almost every thing that we considered val- 
uable, and sleep with our pistols loaded' and 
our swords at hand, though our fears are 
not so much from these public causes as 
from our situation in the midst of a popu^ 
lation, accustomed for six years, to the tur- 
bulence of civil warfare, and with nothing 
but the name of authority to restrain them. 

It is impossible for us to judge with any 
degree of confidence, of the ultimate inten- 
tions and views of the Royalists ; their con- 
versation is as usual, full of hopes and suc- 
cour ; of the promises and power of the 
king and of the certainty of final success. 
By their movements only, can we form any 
opinion with regard to the real state of 
things. They seem to be conscious that 
they have not sufficient force to maintain 
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their power, but they cannot consent to re- 
linquish it altogether. They know that 
this kingdom has always been considered 
as one of the brightest jewels in the king^s 
crown, though, like a jewel, it has hereto- 
fore served for ornament only. The Roy-. 
alists have therefore refused to acknow- 
ledge the independence of the country, or to 
treat with the Patriots, except for a par- 
tial exchange of prisoners. Ordoner and 
the prisoners of Maypu, remain in Santiago, 
and we know nothing of their number. 
The General in chief with most of the 
force and wealth of the Spaniards, has left 
the kii^dom, having first demolished the 
force of their strongest hold. One would 
think that if they had hopes of maintaining 
a footing here, they would not have desert- 
ed Talcahuano ; so strong as it is by na- 
ture, and so almost impregnable as it was 
made by art, and at the same time, imme- 
diately accessible by sea. For six months we 
were witnesses of the strei^th of this place, 
while with an overcharged population, and 
with but a thousand troops to defend them, 
they maintained their ground against at least 
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five times their number, in almost daily at- 
tacks. 

Yet this place they have abandoned; 
and now all the remnants of royalty are 
gathered together in the city of Los An- 
gelos. The only advantage which this place 
possesses, is its vicinity to the friendly tribes 
of Indians, through whose territories lies 
the road to Valdivia ; and in whose terri- 
tories, the Bishop of Concepcion, fifteen 
years past, as he was travelling to Valdivia, 
to give confirmation^ was robbed of every 
thing to his shirt, his guards and servants 
killed, and his own life spared only through 
the intercession of one of the Indians who 
had seen him in the city. To such allies is 
now entrusted the cause of royalty in Chili. 

Except in the immediate vicinity of the 
army, there is now nothing like civil or 
military authority in any part of the pro- 
vince; no punishment for crimes, and no 
security for life or property. Each family 
or little community are obliged to make 
their own calculations for security, and to 
prepare to defend themselves against out* 
rages in the best manner they can. 
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We are visited almost every day by par- 
ities of soldiers, who are sent in every di- 
rection to obtain horses and mules, saddles, 
bridles, &c. for the service of the king, 
which, as in other instances, they take 
without scruple or acknowledgment. By 
a little management with the soldiers, we 
have as yet escaped with the loss of five 
or six horses only. Many families in the 
neighbourhood have lost all their animals, 
their houses have been strictly searched 
and stripped of every thing that could be 
brought to serve for the use o£ the army 
They beg lustily on these occasions, for ex« 
emption on the score of poverty ; but hav- 
ing ever been accustomed to this mode 
of procedure to supply the exigencies of 
government, the question of its right and 
fitness in principle, seems never to have 
entered their heads. 

They begin indeed, now to have some 
notions of independence as a nation, but as 
to real liberty and equality ; the protection 
and security that government should be 
bound to afford the people, and the sup<* 
port that the people in return should be 
12* 
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bound to render it ; as to these respective 
rights and obligations, they are, generally 
speaking, nay, even the best of them, as 
completely uninformed or misinstructed, as 
are the very mules and oxen which they 
manage at will in their fields, in their rights 
and obligations with regard to man. I con- 
fess I had never before formed any thing 
like a correct idea of the submissive and 
degrading tameness to which despotism and 
^norance united may reduce mankind* 
That the king was absolute disposer of life 
and property, was till very lately, a maxim 
as undisputed among them, as that the 
Pope was rightful head of the churchy 
which last, none who desire to live in peace,^ 
will even now undertake to deny* ^ As to 
their ideas of the power of the king, 'tia 
a very common question among them, 
" whether the English are not tributary to 
Spain ? and whether there be Patriots in 
Europe ? i, e. whether there be any nation 
there that has dared to revolt from the au- 
thority of the most catholic kii^ ? and this, 
I am inclined to think, is the full extent of 
the meanii^ of Patriotism in Chili. 
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Hitherto the church has been kept open 
in Gualqui, and mass regularly attended; 
and twice, since I have been here, the 
people have been treated with a sermon. 
The curate is a sensible and pleasant man, 
and his influence is very considerably ope- 
rative, in civil, as well as religious matters. 
Common thefts and minor crimes, (and in- 
deed some that would pass with us as hei- 
nous ones) are frequently brought to light 
by confession; (a ceremony obligatory up- 
on every catholic, at least once in the year) 
and the culprit, after restitution, and the 
performance of some penance imposed by 
the priest, is fully restored, as well to his 
own peace of conscience, as to his former 
standing among his neighbours. He is now 
preparing to retire to Arauco, and with 
him, several of the principal families of 
Gualqui ; and thus it would seem, that the 
last bond that has held civil society togeth* 
er, in this vicinity, is about to be loosed. 

February, 1819. 

For three or four months past, I have not 
been able to write in any order, nor indeed 
to write at all, for reascHis that will appear 
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io the retrospective view I shall take of 
the state of affairs in the province, and the 
scenes through which I have passed, during 
that period. 

In the beginning of October, almost all 
the families of the Royalists of any standr 
kig or distinction, throughout the province, 
had, in obedience to the orders of the gov- 
ernment, removed, some to Los Angelos, 
and others to various posts on the southern 
side of the river Biobio ; from whence, in 
case of the approach of the Patriots, they 
might pass through the territories of friend- 
ly Indians to Valdivia and Chiloe. The 
troops, regular and militia, had most of 
them passed to the frontiers, taking with 
them, every animal they could encounter. 
Don Francisco Sanchez, the commander in 
chief, still remained in the city, with a guard 
only, and prepared to depart at a moment's 
warning. 

In the mean-time, nothing was publicly 
known of the movements of the Patriots ; 
if they had left Santiago, they were not 
near to Concepcion. There was then, the 
prospect 9f a complete interregnum of con- 
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siderable duration, in which time,fthe needy 
and abandoned, throughout the province, 
accustomed, for seven years, to all the tur- 
bulence of civil warfare, joined with deser- 
ters from the army, many of whom remain, 
ed concealed in the mountains, would range 
freely, in all directions, and commit their 
depredations without restraint, or fear of 
punishment The Indians, allied to the 
Royalists, were likewise every moment ex- 
pected to approach the Capital. Under 
these circumstances, we no longer consider- 
ed ourselves safe, insolated as we were, in 
the estancia, and with a population that had 
never borne a good name, at little more 
than a league distant from us ; and especi- 
ally as we had been repeatedly advised, 
that it was often a subject of conversation 
in the neighbourhood, that we ate from 
plate, which was true ; and that I was an 
officer of the Canton, and had escaped with 
a considerable treasure, which, unfortunate- 
ly for me, was not true. 

We resolved then, to leave Gualqui for 
Pencoj where the family I was with, were 
owners of an estancia, and where, they 
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would meet nffiny friends aod dependents, 
who, in caae of any difficulty, would be 
prompt in their assistance. 

On the fx>urth of October, we left the 
^dtancia, where we had ^oyed six months 
of idle eemriiy^ at the least We had car- 
ried with us, sheep dsA cattle, and we found 
in the estancia, {^nty of wheat and wine ; 
flo that we escaped as well the scarcity and 
distress, as the fears and alarms, that reign- 
ed in TalcalHiaiio, duns^. that period. Un- 
•der other circumstance^, and m better 
times, our residence near ^ualqui m%ht 
have been made a delightful one. The 
sceneiy in the neighbourhood is grand and 
picturesque, and the site of our estancia 
-sometimes brought to my mind, the Valley 
o/* Rassdas. It is situated on the declivity 
of a mountain, before it is a rich valley, of 
narrow circuit, and through the centre of 
the valley, runs a pleasant and perennial 
stream, the borders of the stream thickly 
set with fruit trees; figs, olives, lemons, 
peaches, quinces, pears, and apfJes, in 
abundance. It is completely and closely 
encircled by lofty mountains, covered with 
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evei^een trees and shrubbery; on the side 
of one of these mountains^ is the rinejard, 
and over others, are foot paths, leading to 
the different estancias in the neighbourhood; 
Prom' their summits, the view of the sur^ 
roundmg country is magnificent, ending with 
the Andes, or CordeHeras, at the distance 
of forty leagues, perpetually covered with 
siMHT, and which assume the appearance of 
dense, white clouds, rising from the hori- 
zon, in a thousand' fantastical shapes ; over 
these lies th^ road from Chili to Buenos 
Ayres. Our social intercourse while in the 
neighbourhood of Gualqui, was chiefly con^ 
fined to the families of three widow ladies, 
who had retired from the city to their es- 
tancias, from the same motives that influ- 
enced us. We left them in anxious indeci- 
sion, what course it was best for them to 
pursue. 

Having made all necessary dispositions 
for our journey, we started early in the 
morning of the fourth of October, our 
troop, consisting of twelve persons, mount- 
ed on horseback, and ten mules loaded with 
our baggage. Our chief concern now, was 
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to avoid the parties of soldiers, who were 
continually passing towards the frontiers, 
and seizing on every thing they met, in the 
name, and for the service of the king. 

We resolved then, to avoid the main 
road, that leads along the banks of the 
Biobio, to the city, and thence to Penco, 
and to take a by-path, which leads to the 
coast, over the summits of the mountains, 
which retire from the river, leaving the 
river and the city, at an average distance 
of five leagues on our left. Our journey 
was of three days, and our object, in escap 
ing observation, was completely attained. 
We met neither soldier nor traveller : and 
indeed, it must be no ordinary motive, that 
would induce any human being to risk his 
neck over precipices such 2^s those we were 
now obliged to pass. The path was often 
indistinct, and winding along the sides of 
craggy and precipitous mountains, and a 
continued, unvaried succession of ascent and 
descent. Yet, in the vallies,at the distance 
of two or three leagues from each other, 
we always found a decent house, a rich and 
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cultivated spot, and generally, a friendly 
and hospitable family. 

The style of accommodations for the 
night, and at meals, was the same as travel- 
lers meet with in all other parts of the pro- 
vince. There is nothing like a tavern here, 
nor, as I understand, in any part of Chili, 
except on the road from Valparaiso to San- 
tiago. A party, or an individual arrives at 
an estancia, and requestg permission to 
lodge for the night, which is never denied. 
If they be friends, or evidently gentlemen, 
they are invited within, to partake with 
the family, of whatever the house may 
afford. Strangers and ordinary travellers 
are always permitted the use of the cor- 
ridor, the kitchen, and cooking materials ; 
and provisions they always carry with 
them. 

After many hair breadth ^scapes, most of 
us having been thrown from our horses 
more than once, on the third day at noon, 
we came in sight of the ocean, and in a few 
hours, were safely lodged in the estancia, 
near Pence. 

After a day or two of rest^ my first ob- 
13 
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ject was, to visit the ruins oi the aneient 
city of Concepcion, or Peaco, for tbe 
names were fornerlj, atnd iiadeed stitt are, 
used indiscpiminsteiy^ Thie site of the ai^ 
cient cityy is^ on the eastern^ side of the bay, 
stfid direedy opposite to Taibdioano. It is 
difficult to Gonjectare what could hlave Ml 
the first settlers* tb due selectionof the spot^ 
on which tbey fomided the ardcientcity^ It 
i9 nearly facing tfae oHcin entrance to the 
bay ; and exposed^ to the fiitt force' of the 
nortiierd blasts^ whichy in winter, are fre- 
quent and tremendous. The city waacom^ 
menced upon a pliain, of about hal£ a mile 
square, and nearly upon a- level with the 
waters of the bay, surrounded by hills, oi 
moderate height^ which, as the city in- 
creased, were likewise covered with builds 
ings. The soil and scenery in the immedi^- 
ate neighbourhood, is the most barren and 
unsightly that I have met with in any part 
of the province ; and it could never have 
been made a goodj!>or/, since the waters of 
the bay near it are extremely shallow. 

I renewed my inquiries here with regard 
to the great earthquake^ but can find' no- 
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body who knows or cares in what year it 
happened. I have seen one old lady of 
respectable family, who says she remem- 
bers it ; but she is by no means willing to 
admit that it was so loi^ ago as my recol- 
lection from books would make it. The 
shock itself did little or no damage, and al- 
most all the injury the city suffered was 
by inundatioD, and this so gradual, that all 
ihe hihabitatyts hM time to escape to 
the hills ^, so that in thie earthquake, 
ivrhich caused the removal of the popula- 
tion of a great city, and which caused a 
panic from which it appears as if their 
latest posterity would not recover; not a 
single life was lost or jeopardized. 

The old people in the neighbourhood 
spe^k with enthusiasm of the beauty of the 
ancient city ; the magnificence of its church- 
es, and the opulence of their fathers and 
grandfathers. AH this may have been ; but 
now, not even the ghost of a city remains ; 
not a single vestige of past splendor is to be 
met with. A few of the streets may be traced 
by mouldering foundation walls ; and the 
only ancient building is a castle at the wa- 
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ter^s edge, composed of granite, and about 
two hundred feet in length, and eighty or 
ninety in breadth ; the walls about thirty 
feet in height, and fifteen in thickness, well 
constructed, and still firm. In front is a 
large brown stone, fashioned in form of a 
gate, curiously wrought with the arms of the 
king, and this inscription below, PIUS VI. 
P. R. On one side of the castle is the date of 
the building, ANNO 1687. Within are good 
accommodations for three hundred or four 
hundred troops and officers. In this castle 
each party, as they have alternately had 
possession of the city and coast during the 
present war, have maintained a vidette 
guard of from ten to thirty men. 

Pence is now nothing more than a village 
of fishmongers. There are not ten fami- 
lies in the place who have any other means 
of livelihood, than what they gain by sup- 
plying the market in Concepcion with fish. 
The materials of which their churches and 
houses were constructed were transported 
to compose the new city, which accounts 
for the speedy disappearance even of the 
ruins of the ancient one. 
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The inhabitants of Penco afforded ano- 
ther instance to the many that appear in his- 
tory, to prove that neither inundations, nor 
volcanoes, nor earthquakes, nor pestilence 
are sufficient to conqiwr the principle of 
local attachment They were generally 
averse to the remt>val, and it was found 
necessary to exert the full force of royal 
authority, in order to compel them to desert 
the mansions of their fathers. 

The site of the present city was selected 
with judgment and taste ; three leagues 
south oi Penco, upon an extensive plain, 
nearly in the form of a parallelogram, bor^ 
dered on cMie side by steep and lofty hills, 
and washed on the other by the beautiful 
river Biobio. It has an easy communication 
by land with the port Talcahuano, which 
was founded at the time of the removal, 
and has now become of very considerable 
importance, both in wealth and population. 

We now enjoyed some days of tranquilli- 
ty without any alarm, and without any 
knowledge of the movements either of the 
Royalists or the Patriots. A small river 
which empties itself into the bay near the 
13* 
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estancia, afforded us plenty of fish, and up- 
on its banks were innumerable flocks of 
wild fowls, so that we were never at a loss 
for exercise or sport. 

In the mean time Talcahuano^ which 
had for so many years, been the scene of 
interest and action — whose streets were 
lately thronged with inhabitants and the 
port crowded with ships, was now almost 
entirely deserted. The principal families 
had followed the Royal army, and the poor 
and a few traders only remained. Not a ship, 
nor a launch, nor a boat had floated in the 
bay since the departure of Osorio. 

On the 20th of October, two sail ap- 
peared in the mouth of the harbour, bear- 
ing the Spanish flag. After sending a boat 
in shore, to ascertain the state of affairs, 
they entered the bay and anchored offTal- 
cahuano. They proved to be a Spanish fri- 
gate and a large transport ship, and were 
two of a convoy of fifteen or sixteen sail 
that left Cadiz in the month of May, with 
troops, arms and warlike stores, bound first 
to Lima, but with Chili for their ultimate 
destination. Their voyage had been tern- 
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pestuous and disastrous in the extreme $ 
even before they reached Cape Horn they 
were shattered and dispersed in a violent 
gale, and were never afterwards enabled 
to unite. The troops on board were so 
generally infected with the scurvy that not 
enough remained well, to give assistance 
to the sick. The sailors were in but little 
better condition, and barely enough to 
manage the ships, remained fit for duty. 

In the course of three or four days, and 
while these were engaged in disembarking 
the troops, and conveying the sick to the 
hospitals in Concepcion,fM?o other transport 
ships of the convoy arrived ; entered the 
port in the same manner, and with troops 
and crews, in the same miserable condition. 
From the four ships, about six hundred 
troops were landed, and with the care and 
attention of the inhabitants of Concepcion, 
were, most of them, in a short time again 
able to serve. They were veterans, who 
had served in the war between France and 
Spain, and most of them wore a medallion, 
or some badge of distinction, commemora- 
tive of some great battle in Europe. They 
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aibrded a timelj reinforcement to the aleu- 
der army of the Bojal cprome^nder in chief. 
The state of things was now extremelj 
eritical in the qeighbourhood of T^^^cahua* 
00. The Patriots were daily expected tQ 
adyance from different directions; it was 
knowBi that they had in preparation, a very 
considerable nayal force, in the port of 
Valparaiso ; and it was generally believed, 
that this would be ordered to Talcahuano, 
to co-operate with the land forces* For 
these reasons, the commanders of the royal 
ships, in the port, thought it best to hasten 
their departure, and having provided them- 
selves with fresh provisions and water, they 
sailed for Lima on the first of November; 
they w^re scarcely cWar of th^ land, when 
another large sail appeared at the mouth of 
the harbour, and entered it, and anchored, 
in the same manner as the others had done. 
This proved to be the frigate Mo/ria Isabel^ 
ia^ and was likewise one of this unfortunate 
convoy ; and in all respects, the richest and 
most valuable of the fleet. In her, came 
passengers several of the most important 
ofl^ers of civil govermoeot in Lima; a son 
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of the viceroy, returning from Spain, hav- 
ing finished his education there ; together 
with a number of military officers of rank, 
some of them, with their wives and famihes. 
She is a frigate of the first class, mounting 
fifty-six guns, and built, (as some of her 
officers informed me,) in Russia, of the best 
materials, and finished in superb style. Be- 
sides troops, and the choicest warlike stores, 
she had on board, rich effects to a large 
amount, belonging to the captain, and the 
different passengers. The troops and sai- 
lors on board of her had not suffered so 
much, as those of the other ships of the 
convoy ; still, however, she had many on 
the sick list ; and the same disposition was 
made of them, as of those that were land- 
ed from the others. The officers and pas- 
sengers passed to the city to divert them- 
selves there, for a day or two, previous to 
their departure for Lima ; there I first saw 
them, and little did I then think, that I 
should be fated, in the course of some two 
months, to meet the same persons again, in 
the neighbourhood, and among the savages 
rf the Cordelleras. 
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After remiBLinipg sereral days in the port, 
md obtaining jewry i\ei]uiaita wpply, for 
t\» relrefihoieot of the crew, the Maria 
babeUa prepared to depart; the pasees- 
gera b^d return^ to TalcabuwJOi the cnew 
isrere on board, and they were i^aiting only 
iiwr % cbi^ nge of w-md* in order to «el sail 
fer lima ; when on the tDornkigof the 6th 
irf November, iwo other large shipe ap- 
peared in 0igh^ and ^tandtfiig lor the baj. 
IPe, who were near to the shore, oppoatte 
to TftlcahtiaQO, and separated from it only 
by a narrow part of tba bey, concluded, of 
couree, that they were two others of the 
conroy, and spent some hours of the mom^ 
ing, in observing the majesty and grace, 
with which, with a favourable wind, and all 
flails set, they were advancing towards us. 

They were soon sufficiently near, to ex- 
cite very different emotions among the ofii- 
eers and crew of the Maria Isabella. They 
did not answer her signals, and as they pass- 
ed the island, at the entrance of the har- 
bour, the Patriot flag was displayed. The 
Maria now hauled in near to the shore, and 
prepared to make what resistance was pos- 
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sibic ^r proper ; the enciwf advancing b6- 
fore^ the #irtd^ and with grea* r^i&kf^ di- 
reetfy towards her. The fort€§ wefre' fob 
une<^^ to admit 6l <^o»test ; that of tb^ 
!l^triiotd9 ^oneieting of the SaA M^vtirt^ 
vMMttitig upwards of dij^ty giHiis, ahd the 
iidfufaro, of fiiore ttertvfb^ty. Thte Maria 
<50tem^need ft^, wheA h^r s^ot couM not 
r^^^i^^ raore fhari two thirds of the distance 
of hei^ enemy, and' coiitftitied to fire brisk* 
ly; tfe^ #A9f answered onJy by two shot, 
fi^on^ the bow chafi^rs of the San Martki, 
untit she and h^r companion came Within 
fair gun shot, wh^^n they rounded, and each 
of them poured a' broadiside into the Maria; 
she itnm^iately Struck her colours, with- 
ont having received any material injury, 
either to the ship» or crew. At the same' 
time, the cajirfain and officers, with as many 
of the men, as two boats dould contain, (no 
more than two of the ship's boats remain- 
ing,) pushed off for the shore, and landed in 
safety, though exposed to the fil*e of the 
Piatriots in their passf^e. They escaped 
with nothing moi*e than the clothes upon 
their backs, not having had time to go be- 
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Ipw, nor to preserye a single article of the 
treasures which the ship contained. The 
ships of the Patriots immediately proceed- 
ed to man their boats, and take possession 
of their prize, rich and valuable in itself, 
but now of vast importance .to. the Patriots, 
for the increase it added to their infant na- 
vy. One of the Patriot's ships was said to 
have been commanded by an American. 
The situation of the officers and passengers, 
on shore, who, all this while were looking 
on, was truly distressing ; in a strange land, 
without a change of apparel, not a dollar 
in their purses, and threatened on all sides 
by numerous and formidable enemies. They^ 
with most of the inhabitants of Talcahua- 
no, now fled towards Concepcion, from the 
apprehension that the Patriots would land, 
which proved to be their intention. Be- 
tween three and four o'clock in the after- 
noon, after having made all necessary dispo- 
sitions with regard to their prize, about an 
hundred men landed, and took quiet posses- 
sion of Talcahuano; there they found 
plenty of brandy, wine, and provisions, but 
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nothing eke of sufficient value to transport 
to their ships. 

In the mean-time informatimi was con- 
veyed to the city of what was passing in 
the port. All the troops that could be 
mustered, were ordered to proceed instant- 
ly to Talcahuano ; and towards night a con- 
siderable body arrived. After some slight 
skirmishing, in which the Patriots lost a cap- 
tain of marines and several sailors, (prison- 
ers) they betook themselves to the boats^ 
and proceeded on board. 

They now commenced a brisk and tre- 
mendous cannonading from the three ships 
upon the town, and continued it with little 
interruption until nine at night At day- 
light in the morning they renewed their 
fire, and continued it briskly for upwards 
of two hours, by which time scarcely a 
house in Talcahuano had escaped without 
essential injury, and many of those most ex- 
posed, were nearly levelled to the ground. 
In the mean time a single cannon was work- 
ed against them ; and this was all that re- 
mained in Talcahuano, of the formidable 
batteries of the preceding year. 
14 
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About ten o'clock in the morning of the 
seventh, the wind suddenly shifted to the 
south, upon which the prize was immediately 
got under weigh, and sailed for Valparaiso, 
where she safely arrived. The othier two 
proceeded to sea in the afterhobn 6f the 
same day, one of them having been agroUnfi. 
They remained cruising without the bsty 
for several days, but did not again eiiter 
the harbour. 

Shortly after this affair, the commander 
in chief, Sanchez, commenced his march 
for the frontiers, taking with him ttose of 
the Spanish soldiers, who were able to 
march, and ordering the others to be con- 
veyed to different posts on the southern 
side of the Biobio. Many of the inhabi- 
tants who had hitherto remained inConeep- 
cion, together with the officers,. passengers 
and men, who had escaped from the Maria 
Isabella, followed in his train. 

The city and province of Conception, 
were now left without government or de- 
fence. For some time previous to this, 
guirillas of from twenty to forty men, had 
been stationed in various directions through- 
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out the province for the purpose of gather- 
ing supplies j:>ro rata^ for the king's service, 
of acting as videttes, and of watching sus- 
pected persona. 

These parties were now reinforced by 
a portion of the veterans lately arrived 
from Spain; men nursed in blood, and 
grown grey in scenes of rapine and devas- 
tation. These were sometimes command- 
ed by s^ Serjeant, just ts^en from the ranks 
with orders ill definecl,. and power unlimit- 
ed, and secuire from scriitiny in the dis- 
twee and weakness of the gov^niment, and 
the perils o{ the times^ 

They sooB, became an object of greater 
dread ta the miserable unarmed inhabitants 
aloi^ the coast, than the barbarians of the 
frontiers had ever been to their forefath- 
ers. At their approach, not only flocks 
and herds were concealed, but men, wo- 
men and children fled to the mountains for 
security. Their conduct in many instances 
was such as would make one shudder at 
the recital, and blush to write. They 
were not confined to any particular spot, 
but changed place as their prey became 
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searce; so that few estancias in the pro- 
vince, however remote, escaped their visi-' 
tation. 

Our situation now became extremely per- 
plexing and distressing. The estancia in 
which we were, was on the main road, and 
would be passed by the soldiers as they 
should retire to the frontiers. The fami- 
ly I was with, had always been suspected of 
patriotism^ and two of their number had 
been close prisoners in Talcahuano during 
the whole of the siege, accused of corres- 
pondence with the enemy, besides their 
remaining behind, as if to await the ap- 
proach of the Patriots, would have been 
deemed sufficient proof against them. 

I had no less reason to apprehend an es- 
counter with these guirillas. I was the on- 
ly one of my nation in the province, and 
the irritation of the Royalists against the 
Americans was great and general. It was 
universally believed among them, that the 
Patriots, deficient in seamen, and ignorant 
of naval tactics, owed all their success by 
sea, to American and English officers and 
men who had joined them. The officers 



Digitized by 



Google 



161 

and citizens with whom I had associated 
the past year, were now far away, so that 
in case of any difficulty, I had no hope of 
succour from them. 

Under these circumstances, we deter- 
mined to take the usual resort, in this 
country, in all cases of peril — to retire to 
the mountains. The face of the country 
pear the coast, is so diversified with hill 
and dale, the forest growth is so abundant, 
and the foliage of evergreen so luxuriant, 
that an unlucky accident only, would reveal 
a place of concealment chosen with care 
and judgment The temperature of the 
climate is so genial, and so nearly equal 
throughout the year, that the effects of ex- 
posure are not feared as they would be in 
like circumstances in most other parts of 
the world. During the changes that have 
taken place in the present contest, ma- 
ny individuals and even families have re- 
mained concealed for months together, 
in the mountains within a league of their 
enemy, whose discovery of their retreat 
would have been probable death to them ; 
and relyii^ with a confidence that was 
14* 
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never abused, upon the fidelity of some 
friend or relation (sometimes of the oppo- 
site party) for maintenance and informa- 
tion. 

Having concealed erery thing valuable 
that belonged to us in the woods near the es- 
tancia, we ourselves retired about half a 
league from it, and in the depths of a forest 
passed the greater part of the month of 
November. 

On the 30th of this month we received 
information on which we thought we might 
fully rely, that the Patriots were near at 
hand, and that the last of the guifillas of 
the Royalists had that morning passed the 
estancia, for the frontiers. We now left 
our retreat, and returned again to the es- 
tancia, where, having dined with more zest 
than usual, we^ prepared to sleep our 
siesta in peace and quietness. Our rest 
was of short duration. About three o'clock 
we were awakened by the alarm of a 
guirilla, and on approaching the door, the 
soldiers presented themselves in full view, 
galloping towards the estancia. The two 
young men of the family instantly resolved 
to trust to their knowledge of the intrica- 
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eies of the woods, and escape, while I re-' 
solved to trust to my neutral character and 
the chance of being known to the officers, and 
remain. In a few minutes, four of the sol- 
diers, who preceded the rest, rode toward^ 
me, and presenting their swords to my 
breast, threatened me with instant death, 
if I did not reveal the hiding place of my 
companions. I answered them by explain- 
ing my situation as a stranger accidentally 
here, &c. &c. to which they listened with 
more patience than I had reason to ex- 
pect. 

In the mean time, the rest of the Guiril- 
la came up; one half their number was 
ordered to pursue the fugitives, and the 
other took possession of the house. This 
they searched with a scrutiny that seemed 
to have something more than loyalty for its 
stimulus. Whatever most pleased the eye, 
was found to have some mark of patriotism 
about it ; and whatever was connected 
with patriotism was fair and legal prize. 

After about half an hour, employed in 
this manner, their companions returned; 
not having effected the object of their 
search, yet not empty handed. They would, 
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ki all probabilitjy have come up with the 
fcigitives^had they not have met in the pur- 
suit, a bait for delaj^too tempting for them 
to resist. They returned losded with 
trunks and baggage, belonging to the fami- 
ly, and to me. The smallest of mine, ccmtaice 
ing papers, some money, and a few gold and 
silrer ornaments, they had broken open, and 
rifled of every thing but the papers, and 
already divided the spoil. They now pro* 
ceeded to examine my other trunks, from 
which they took my watch, pocket books, 
dressing case, and a number of the most 
valuable articles of my clothing ; all of which 
was to be guarded with care, and given up 
to me, when my character should be clear* 
ed ; but none of which, except my watch, 
could I ever recover. 

They then proceeded to the examina* 
tion of my papers, and as the commander 
of the guirilla, who was a servant and a 
mulatto, could neither read nor write, a 
Spanish soldier, who from the first, appeared 
to have considerable influence among them, 
was appointed to this office. This man 
gave us to uDderstand that he knew almost 
all the languages of £urope-**-that he had 
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been much among the English, and though 
not accustomed to speak English, he should 
find no difficulty in comprehending the im- 
port of my papers. After turning over a 
number, somewhat suspicious in their ap- 
pearance, his attention was at last fixed upon 
a large and formal policy of insurance, 
headed in large letters ** Fire and Marine 
Insurance Company." This he gravely 
translated into a commission for the marine 
of the Insui^ents ; and without a thought 
on the absurdity of the construction, it was 
so received by them all. — The commander 
now informed me, that his instructions ob- 
liged him to take me with him, a prisoner, 
to the frontiers ; that we must depart forth- 
with. He now ordered two or three sol- 
diers to search, in the vicinity, for the means 
of my conveyance. They soon returned, 
with a mule, for my trunks, and with the 
skeleton of a horse, old, gaunt and lame ; 
the wooden frame of a saddle, with a sin- 
gle sheep skin upon it, and with a leathern 
halter, or laso, for a bridle, which I was in- 
formed was intended for my accommoda- 
tion. 
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In the formation, I was ordered to take 
my station, in the centre of the Guirilla ; 
and thus mounted and thus accompanied, I 
commenced my journey towards the Indian 
frontiers, at the distance, by the road which 
we took, of upwards of seventy leagues* 

The road, for the first ten leagues, was 
Kttle better than, that we had passed in re- 
turning from Giialqui, w continued suqgoo*- 
non of predpitoua mountain^ and dark 9xid 
di«nal forestcL Tea leagues^ waa the dis* 
tance appomt^ for this nighlf^ jonmey^^a 
night ^t will forerer remain fresh in mj 
memory^ During the long and dreary way^ 
no cottage light gleamed at a distance, the 
rays of the moon w«re often shut out for 
miles together, by the thickness of the fo 
lii^e, and: no sii^e mark of human, habita- 
taoD presented itself to the eye. More 
l^n once, the miserable animal upon which 
I was mounted, sunk exhausted ta the 
ground ; and on these occasions, the assis* 
tance that was ordered me, was rendered 
in the midst of curses and imprecations. 

More than once too, during this night, it 
was a subject of warm debate among them. 
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whether, knowing me to be a patriot, it was 
not best, to make waj with me at once, 
and avoid the difficulties and delay I might 
occasion them on the road In the present 
times of peril and confusion, it was not pro- 
bable that an investigation would take 
]^lace, and if it should, it would be easy to 
invent a fdausible story to account for my 
disappearance. 'Conversation to this amount 
passed directly in my presence ; they either 
believing that'I coiild not understand theia, 
or not caring whether I did or not^ — My 
wardrobe was extensive, and sufficiently 
rich— ffccy were miserably clad, and some 
of them without a shirt The temptaticHi 
was such, as I did not believe they would 
have been able to resist — -One man only, 
among them, seemed to take a favourable 
interest in my situation, and sought from 
tlie first, to do me all the friendly offices in 
his power. This was a peasant, of the 
militia, who had lately joined the guiriUa. 
To one who has never been reduced to a 
situation so perilous and disconsolate, as was 
mine, during this night, it is inconceiveable 
how sweet' the voice of kindness and sym- 
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pathy may become. In whatever place,' 
and in whatever circumstances, I might 
meet this man again^ I should embrace 
him with the warmth and affection of a 
brother. He related to me afterwards, in 
Los Angelos, the full extent of the designs 
and wishes of the greater part of the Gui- 
rilla towards me. The Spanish soldiers 
repeated their solicitations, that I should 
be given up to them ; but their commander 
seemed to be aware that he was approach- 
ii^ head quarters — that he was perhaps, 
within the sphere of responsibility; and 
likewise, that it might be true, (as I had 
found occasion to inform him) that I was 
intimately acquainted with his commander 
in chief, and had dined at his table for 
weeks together. Whether from these, or 
from motives more honourable to human 
nature, he now assumed a character very 
different from that which report had given 
him, when at a distance. He opposed all 
their suggestions of violence ; and at last, 
growing warm on the subject, declared that 
not only he would not consent that any 
personal injury should be offered me, but 
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that he would spill his bipod in my defence. 
After this, we jxMirneyed on in euUen sir 
lence, till about two o'clock in the morning, 
we came to an extensive and cultivated 
plain, and an uninhabited house. Here, we 
unsaddled our horses, lighted fires, and pre- 
pared for a few hours of rest. Though 
now somewhat accustomed to the ground 
for my bed, and a stone for my pillow, I 
did not yet feel myself sufficiently at ease, 
with my companions for the night, to think 
much of repose. 

Shortly after sun rise, we recommenced 
our journey, taking with us a fine flock of 
sheep, which we encountered near the 
house where we lodged. 

We had now left the mountainous, rough, 
and comparatively barren country, near the 
coast, and were advancif^ into the interior. 
The plain upon which we passed the night, 
was the commencement of a tract of coun- 
try, rich, fertile, varied, and abounding in 
almost every production. The roads grad- 
ually improved, and estancias, with exten- 
sive cultivated grounds, were seen in all di- 
rections. 

U 
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After travelling about two leagued, we 
stopped at an estancia to breiikfast ; we 
were received with great cordiality, and th© 
whole troop furnished in a few moments, 
with every thing they could wish. The 
buildings here were similar to those of the 
other estancias, which we afterwards pass- 
ed on the road. The main house, large, 
firm, and at least as well built as those of 
the city ; of similar construction, as to form 
and divisions, but finished with more taste, 
more ornamented, and the court and yards 
about the house, infinitely more neat and 
cleanly. Besides the house, in which the 
family live, the estancias upon the road 
consisted generally of four or five other 
buildings ; the kitchen, which is always se- 
parate, a large storehouse for wheat, ano- 
ther for wine, and often three or four diffe- 
rent manufactories, of soap, starch, bricks, 
earthen jars, &c. 

About three leagues farther on, we stop- 
ped at a first rate estancia, to dine, and 
were received so cordially, and feasted so 
sumptuously, that it was decided to remain 
there, for the day and night. In the after- 
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noon, we were regaled with music, and a 
number of very pretty girls assembled in 
the evening, which was passed in dancing 
and merriment. I thought this a good 
time to remonstrate with the commander 
of the Guirilla, upon the style and manner 
in which I was accommodated for the jour- 
ney, as unbecoming both him and me ; and 
again giving him hints of my acquaintance 
with his superior officers. This had so 
good an effect, that before he retired for 
the night, he came to inform me, that a 
good horse, saddle and bridle, would be in 
readiness for me, in the morning. 

Leaving the vills^e of La Florida^ about 
a league on our left, we passed on the next 
day, about fifteen leagues, without any oc- 
currence of interest. La Florida is but a 
small and mean village, and its only impor- 
tance is derived from the silver mines in its 
neighbourhood, and but few of these are 
now worked. On the fourth day of our 
journey, we passed through the town of 
Umbel, the only considerable place between 
Concepcion and Los Angelos. It is well 
built, pleasantly situated upon a rich plain, 
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watered by a fine stream^ and contauis 
about three thousand inhabitants^ The In- 
tendente of the armj^ Cabanes, was at this 
time in Umbel, on his way to Los An- 
gelos. There too we met the captain of 
the company to which our guirilla be- 
loi^ed, (Mendoza.) I immediately ap- 
plied to him, for permission to ws^t on the 
Intendente, which was peremptorily refus- 
ed. During the rest o£ our journey, which 
was of eight days, we passed a great num- 
ber of estanciasy with eyery appearance of 
plenty and opulence about them, though 
they had been exposed to the fftyages and 
contributions of a seyen years war. We 
frequently passed large md copious streama, 
runnii^ into the Biobio^ and bordered with 
rich intervale. 

Upon almost every hill was a smiling 
vineyard, and upon almost every plain, a 
field of wheat as extensive as the eye Could 
reach. The pasture^ for leagues together, 
was as high and abundant, as fields of herds' 
grass, with us, in mo wii^ season ^ it is never 
cut and housed, and was now left uncropt. 

Before this desolating contest, the regu^ 
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lar stock, in a respectable estancia, was 
one to two thousand horses, and from four 
to five thousand cows and oxen. Not one 
in a hundred of these, are now to be met 
with. Our guirilla, who supposed they 
were the last that would retire by this 
road, seemed resolved to sweep clean^ and 
before we arrived on the frontiers, had col- 
lected about a thousand cows and oxen, and 
fifty horses, which we drove on before us. 
These we left in estancias, near to Los An- 
geles, whose pasture grounds were already 
crowded with flocks and herds, gathered 
for the use of the royal army. Through 
such a country, and with such companions, 
I journeyed on for eight days. While on 
the road, it was several times reported, that 
the people had risen, and that the Patriots 
were at hand ; on which account the guiril- 
la always travelled prepared for battle. I 
endeavoured in vain to conciliate them, on 
several occasions, on the road, there were 
high disputes, and th^ favour that the com- 
mander continued to show to me, was often 
the subject of dissension. 

We now approached Los Angelos, the 
15* 
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head quarters of the Royalists* Within 
about a league of th(^ city, we met the 
royal forces, drawn up in review. They 
consisted of about two thousand Indians^ 
and five or six hundred European troopsi 
After performing several manceuVres^ whieb 
our guiriUa halted to view, they all pro- 
ceeded to the city, And W6re formed latfae 
square^ Our party followed, and I wa» 
presented to the staff, in the midst of them 
all, as a suspicious person^ found in th« 
house of a Patriot. The commander 'm 
chief, however, recc^ized me, and order- 
ed me, with a guard, to the house of the 
Intendente, where my papers were examin- 
ed, and I was, shortly, liberated from my 
guard. To the accidental circumstance of 
being somewhat acquainted with the com- 
mander in chief, I was indebted for my li- 
beration, and probably for my life. The 
enthusiasm in favour of the royal cause 
was at this period so high, and the irrita- 
tion against the Patriots so great, that sus- 
picion, without proof, was enough to sub- 
ject a man to insult, imprisonment, and even 
death. With the Indians especisdly, you 
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needed only to point to one, and nain^ him 
Patriot^ to bring them upon him, with all 
their savage fury. 

Under these circumstances, the hour I 
passed in the presence of the army, when 
drawn up in the square, was excessively 
trying and unpleasant My appearance 
sufficiently denoted me to be a prisoner. I 
was aware, that I was taken under suspi- 
cious circumstances ; I was uncertain whe- 
ther the commander in chief would be in- 
clined to recognize me, I was,*moreover| 
weak, and almost exhausted, with the fa- 
tigues of so dreadful a journey. The 
piercii^ war hoop, and frantic gestures of 
the Indians, were but little calculated to 
quiet my apprehensions. They were near- 
ly naked, most of them painted and disfi- 
gured in a most disgusting manner ; armed 
with lances, about twenty feet in length, 
and all mounted upon superb and well train- 
ed horses. It appeared, then, to me, that a 
human sacrifice was all that was wanting, 
to complete the scene* 

It was then, no slight consolation to me, 
to find myself recognized ; and, after the 
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examination of my papers, released, in a 
good measure, from restraint. Still, how- 
ever, my situation was sufficiently distress^ 
ing. I found myself on the Indian fron- 
tiers, at the foot of the Andes, in a town 
thronged to overflowing with Royalists 
who had fled there for protection ; un- 
known, suspected, friendless, and without 
resources. I found, however, in one of my 
trunks, the sum of eight dollars, which had 
escaped the scrutiny of the guirilla, and 
with this I was enabled to subsist during 
the six weeks that I was obliged to pass in 
Los Angelos. My repeated applications 
for rations, and a quarter, were disregard- 
ed, and my demand for restitution of the 
property that had been taken from me, 
was answered by a representation of the 
weakness of the government, and the criti- 
cal posture of affairs. 

The posture of affairs was indeed criti- 
cal ; since the patriots were now regular- 
ly advancing with a force unquestionably 
superior to that which could be brought 
to resist them. Yet the commander in 
chief contrived to keep up the confidence 
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and enthusiasm ol the tfoopfr and people, 
as full and as high, as if, for everj man, be 
had had a regiment to oppose to his end- . 
mj. The Patriot prisoners were treated 
with a degree of rigour, thitt seamed to de- 
f J retaliation^ Of the desertera that were 
brought in, nine were shot dead in a mo- 
mentf a few mornii^ after my arrival* 
Thej were inarched to the seats in the 
iSquare, each one supported bj a priest, ad- 
ministering consolation and hope^ and a(i- 
eompanied hj a band of music, and the sot 
diers, selected for their executioiL-^As this 
Was the first seene of the kind, I had ever 
witnessed^ atid act I did net, yet^ feel quit^ 
assured 6{ mj own safety^ it wai^ to me 
doubly solemn and impressive* On this occa- 
sion, as on other simitar ones, while I was in 
Los Angelos, the Indians were drawn up to 
witness the ceremony, and always displayed 
a most disgusting interest in the scene. 

The two or three first days I passed in 
Los Angelos, were spent in searching for a 
shelter; and the nights in the shed of a 
court yard, near the house of the Inten^ 
dente, where my baggage remained. I at 
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last receiyed a hospitable reception, in a 
rery poor, but honest and industrious fami- 
ly, whose house, or quarto^ consisted of one 
room, about eight feet in breadth, and 
twenty in length. They prepared for me, 
a very decent bed, upon the raised plat- 
form ; and I thought myself secure of a 
night of repose ; but here again I was dis- 
appointed. About midnight, I was awaken- 
ed by a slight noise, near the door, which 
had not been secured ; and on listenii^, 
distinctly heard a whispering, and after- 
wards, footsteps softly enterii^ the quarto. 
I now thrust out my arm, and the first ob- 
ject I encountered was the sabre of a sol- 
dier. I was sufficiently near to the family, 
to give them the alarm, in an instant. The 
soldiers assured us that if we made any 
disturbance, it should go worse with us. — 
The women, however, began to knock 
against the walls of the house, and to voci- 
ferate so loudly, that the soldiers thought 
it best to depart; not however, without 
taking with them, my boots, which they 
encountered at the side of the bed. Out- 
rages, worse than the above, took place, in 
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Stll parts of the city, almost every hour of 
every night The state of things preclud- 
ed strict discipline among the troops ; they 
were well aware of this, and took all the 
scope and license that circumstances offered 
them. 

Among the families that were now con- 
stantly flocking into Los Angelos, for refuge, 
I soon recognized several that I had known 
in Concepcion, which rendered my situation 
(still unpleasant enough) much more toler- 
able. I here too again saw the son of the 
Viceroy of Lima, and the officers and pas- 
sengers of the Maria Isabella, whom I had 
seen after her capture, in Talcahuano. 

The City of Los Angelos is situated 
nearly in the centre of an immense plain ; 
extendii^ to the river Biobio, about three 
leagues distant on one side, and to ranges of 
hills of moderate height, on others. The 
plain affords excellent pasture for innume- 
rable flocks and herds, and in the neigh- 
bourhood of the hills, are many first rate 
estancias, belonging to citizens of Los An- 
gelos, and to rich country gentlemen : a 
number of these last had already resorted 
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t^ the Citjy with their familiefi, and aiming 
them, many were easily distinguished as 
Europeana. The city is built upon the 
same plan as Coocepcion ; the streets wide, 
and at right ai^lea, and the same style of 
architecture ; but the private houses not so 
well built, nor of so good materials, and 
the public huildic^ vastly inferior. 

On ODfi side of the square is a large cas- 
tle or forty with a deep fo^se, and thick 
walls, in which a thousand troops might be 
quartev 3d ; and seems well calculated for 
defence against the Indians. Opposite to 
this is the only church and convent in the 
Citj. It is neither lai^e nor sightly, nor 
richly ornamented within. I know not how 
to account for the fact, that the ecclesiasti- 
cal estaUishment here, should be upon so 
small a scale ; since in many other towns in 
the country, of less magnitude, you meet 
with a church and convent at every corner. 
The manners and customs of the inhabi- 
tants, seem to me to differ but little from 
those of Concepcion. The comfJexion, es- 
pecially of the lower classes, is of a darker 
hue ; which is easily accounted for by their 
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proximitj to the Indians. The number of 
inhabitants in ordinary times, amounts to 
about six thousand ; they were now swel- 
led to at least lO^UOa 

As I have said before, it is the depot for all 
the articles of trade between the Indians 
aind the inhabitants of the province ; and in 
the principal street, which is about a mile 
in length, there are more marks of business 
and industry than I have seen elsewhere in 
this country. Through the centre of the 
city, runs a clear and beautiful stt'l^m of 
water, fresh from the Andes, which, divert- 
ed into different channels, contributes much 
to the health and cleanliness of the city. 

The outskirts of the town are extreme- 
ly beautiful. The houses are neat ; gene- 
rally somewhat distant from the road, and 
are so completely enshrouded in groves of 
fruit trees, that, when passing among them, 
you can hardly persuade yourself that you 
are in a city. 

From Los Angelos and the vicinity, is a 
noble view of part of the chain of the An- 
des, whose snowy peaks rise far above the 
clouds that seem to be resting upcoi their 
19 
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sides. On approaohing. Los jAi^Ios, il 
thought we .had arrked nearly at il^bcdr 
feet ; they seemed, indeed, to be abooat 
impending over us ; and J was astonished 
to learn that we were at least ten leagues 
distant i from them. The same optical de- 
lusion I.bavie, observed in sevecal differ^itf 
positionstf rom .whioh I have viewed ithom, 
in other parts of the province. 

The frequent streams that descend if ram 
these mountains and empty themselves at 
intervals into the river Biobio, are .one^oi 
the principal causes of the exuberant ier* 
tility of this part of the province. Their 
course is easily diverted for the purpose of 
irrigating the grounds, should it be re- 
quired, though the rains, even in the sum- 
mer months, are sufficiently frequent ^tod 
copious to bring to maturity most x>i the 
productions of the earth. 

There are no mines in the immiediate vi- 
cinity of Los Angelos; none nearer than 
those of silver in La Florida, which we 
passed on our second day's journey from 
Penco. 

The impressions I received with regard 
to the Indians, from the deputations that 
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arrived to the royalists in TaJcabuano, 
wbile I was there, were not materially 
changed 'by a nearer view of them. During 
my stay* in Los At^elos^ a part of ten or 
fifteen tribes came in to offer their services 
to the cdntmander in chief. On these oc- 
caidions they we're formally received by a 
general officer, were formed in the square, 
aDd honoured with a salute of cannon and 
mudbelry. At the^ time of the salute, a 
few of the boldest among them would gen- 
erally gallof> towards the- cannon, flourish 
thieir^lsuoees' at the time of the discharge, 
and seem to be bidding defiance to its pow- 
er; Such instances of heroism were al- 
ways' received: by their companions with a 
loud and piercing yeU of applause. Of 
ccairse, nothing like regular discipline or 
subordination could be expected among 
them ; and to keep them within any mod- 
erate bounds of order was no easy task. 
The earnestness with which their aid was 
aoceptedj was enough to prove to them 
how important they were considered to the 
success of the royal cause. It is true the 
present commander in chief, Don Francis- 
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CO Sanchez, has long maintained a most 
extraordinary influence oyer them. The 
origin of his popularity was, his having in the 
first revolution successfully defended the 
town of Chillian against a formidable attack 
of the Patriots, with but few regular troops 
and a considerable body of Indians under his 
command. I very much doubt however, 
whether his name and presence were now 
so effectual in keeping them together, 
and maintaining their enthusiasm in the 
cause, as the immense quantities of wine 
and provisions that were required to be 
contributed from every part of the pro- 
vince for their support. Their encamp- 
ment, a little more than a league from the 
city, exhibited one of the most disgusting 
scenes I ever witnessed. At noon, you 
would find them seated in groups round 
their fires, devouring their half roasted 
horse-flesh with the voracity of tigers ; 
then followed their wine, of which they 
generally took enough to prostrate them 
senseless upon the ground. To every dif- 
ferent tribe there were attached two or 
three of the citizens of Los Angelos, who 
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hy long traffic with them had acquired their 
language, and who served as commissaries 
and interpreters in their communications 
with the government. 

They were never long at rest, either 
among themselves or with regard to the 
government ; but were daily swarming in- 
to the. city, and besieging the houses of the 
general, to petition for some redress of 
grievances, or for some further supplies. 

On the whole, I was perfectly convinced 
from the first, that however their name and 
oufnbei*s might strike terror into the hearts 
of the disaffected in the province, and how- 
ever imposii^ they might appear in rela- 
tion to the Patriots, who were advancing, 
that they never could be brought to render 
any effectual and essential service to the 
cause of the king. The tribes now collect- 
ing here, live scattered along the foot of 
the Cordelleras, bordering upon the pro- 
vince of Concepcion, in rude villages, from 
which they remove from time to time, as 
more eligible sites present themselves. 
Though they are now independent tribes, 

and frequently at war with each other, 
16* 
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there is very little difference in their gen- 
eral appearance, and I understand, their 
manners and customs and their language is^ 
the same. Three hundred years ago, they 
probably composed one of those formidable 
nations that maintained so gallant a resist- 
ance to Spanish conquest. In their persons 
they show no marks of degeneracy ; they 
are tall, well proportioned, and not un- 
graceful; many of their Caciques have fea- 
tures that would have graced a Roman 
emperor. In every other respect, they are 
no longer to be distinguished from the 
savages of other climes. They are cun- 
ning and timid in attack, prompt and fleet 
in retreat, cruel and ferocious in victory. 

You would now look in vain for any trace 
of that firm and systematic courage, for 
which history gives their ancestors credit, 
in their resistance to Spanish encroach- 
ments ; far less can you discern a remain- 
ing spark of that enthusiasm, magnanimity 
and heroism, instances of which are des- 
cribed with so much beauty and energy in 
the Araucana of Ercilla. They have de- 
preciated as much in numbers as in charac- 
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ter. Polygamy is not carried to so great 
an extent among them as it formerly was, 
and there are now few of the Caciques 
who maintain more than six or seven wives. 
Many of the women followed in the 
train of their husbands to Los Angelos, and 
afforded much amusement to the people of 
the city, by the curiosity they displayed, 
and their simple exclamations of wonder 
and astonishment at what they saw. They 
too, have fine forms, and were very decent- 
ly clad, and decked with a profusion of 
large silver ornaments suspended from the 
ears, and bound round their waists and arms. 
At home, they are usually employed in 
weaving mantles and ponchos, which are 
universally worn in the province, in the 
room of great coats ; these, together with 
horses and cattle, are the chief articles of 
commerce betwen the Indians, and the in- 
habitants of Concepcion, from whom they 
receive in return, wine, brandy, sugar, cot- 
ton, indigo, tobacco, and other articles, 
which they now have been brought to consi- 
der as necessaries of life. It is well ascertain- 
ed that the tracts of country, of which they 
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hare maintained possession, are more fer-* 
tile in soil, and richer in mines, than any- 
other parts of Chili. I'hey have now but 
crude iK>tions of agriculture, and there are 
few tribes that sow and reap, with any de- 
gree of regularity. The accounts of the 
abundance of fruit, and especially of apples^ 
that are produced spontaneously, in the 
tracts they inhabit, are almost beyond be- 
lief. Of their apples, they make great 
quantities of cider, or chicha^ by pounding 
and mashing them in vats made of skins ; 
this, when drawn off, and mixed with a spi- 
rit, which they extract from the roots of 
certain shrubs and trees, forms a strong and 
intoxicating liquor: while the season for 
this continues, they devote themselves, al- 
most entirely to festivityand debauch ; this, 
however, lasts but a short time^ and they 
are not yet so refined, 8® to be^ provident c^ 
the future. 

But few of their mines have ever been 
explored, and none of them are now per- 
mitted to be worked. The massy orna- 
ments about their persons, and the capari-^ 
sottB of their horses, are wrought f ronn the 
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fragments of nearly pure silver, which arc 
often met with upon their mountains, on the 
surface of the ground A good number of 
silversmiths and blacksmiths, have, from 
time to time, emigrated from the province, 
and settled among them. They are said 
to enjoy the favour of the chiefs, to be per- 
fectly contented, and to feel no disposition 
to return. The Indians brought with them 
to Los Angelos, a great abundance of fine 
looking horses and mules ; for two or three 
dollars, or, (what they would prefer) an old 
red jacket, or pair of breeches, you might 
purchase an excellent and beautiful horse. 

The Nuns of Concepcion, whose deser- 
tion of their sanctuary had spread such 
consternation through the province, were 
now in Los Angelos. A private house was 
prepared for their accommodation ; and 
they were permitted to live, as far in 
conformity to their usual routine as cir- 
cumstances would allow. I very much 
doubt, whether, during the desolating wars 
that have raged in Europe^ for these twen- 
ty years past, any one of the holy sister- 
hoods, there, has been reduced to a situa- 
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tidi) mwe^ wretched! and^ decohsdate^ thaoi 
b^ fallen to the lot' of these helpless and 
utifortunate devotees^ They Were most o€ 
them aged, aad many, for at least thirty 
y^6?M^ past, bad never cast a glance bej«tid 
the walls of their doisten They* were 
now, suddenly, cast upon tb^ wide world, 
and under circam6tances>» that would hs.re 
r^uiredno slight "exertion of fortitude even 
in^ women long- accustomed t6 its troubles 
and changes. They were induced to follow 
in the train of a- retreating army, and' in 
constant dread' of pursurt' by the victorious 
Patriots^ who, thejr had been^led to be* 
lieve, had' become enenoiies to their institu- 
tions and their faith. They were more^ 
oyer obliged- to intrust themselves to anew 
el^ftient, and surrounded by sailors and soK 
diersi to ethhark for distant frontiers, and 
that too, for the purpose of pladng them* 
selves under the protection of savage infr 
dels; Several of them^ on the passage, 
srnik under the weight of reskl hardships, 
and imaginary terrors, and were brought to 
the place of their destination, only to be in- 
terred What will become of those that 
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remain, it isiQipossiUatpcooj^ture; tl^ir 
fate is .DOW completely ioteirwpv^p vifith the 
cause of. royalty, aod it is hy.oo fneans im- 
probatile, that this first . rqmoYal loay haye 
been poly thexommencement pf th^ir suf- 
ferings. 

Jn the mean time, the scene that presented 
itself in Los Angelos, was of nocomiderable 
interest ; and cqight have afforded ^uflliciept 
materials for speculation upon theinstability 
of human affairs. The house3 and streets 
were thronged with a population, composed 
of all colours, ranks, and conditions. The 
wealthy Dons from ihe vicinity. had come 
in, with their families, and with eyery thing 
yaluable and portable that they possessed* 
The monks apd friars, of all orders and de- 
grees, bad deserted their monasteries; and 
the curates and vicars their flocks and liv- 
iipgs, and. were gathered here. The troops 
were paraded every day, for exercise, and 
in their manceuvres, you might observe all 
the shades of difference, from the rude. ef- 
forts of the savage, to the thorough disoi- 
jdine of an European soldier. 

In their appearance, you might find every 
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Variety, from absolute nakedness, to the 
gorgeous apparel of a Spanish officer. The 
tribes that wander at the foot of the An- 
des, were now ranged under the same stan- 
dard, and zealous in the same cause, with 
the veterans who had lately fought at the 
foot of the Pyrennees. The militia of the 
neighbourhood were called into actual ser- 
vice, and formed a middle grade between 
the Spaniards and the Indians. All were 
actuated by the same spirit of loyalty, and 
appeared regardless of immediate danger, 
and confident of ultimate success. It seem- 
ed indeed, to be regarded among them, as 
a moral impossibility, that any human come- 
bination could long resist the power and 
will of the most catholic king. It was at 
this period industriously reported and cre- 
dited, that Lima had made another effort, 
and that another expedition was on its way 
to aid and relieve them. It was likewise 
universally believed, that the Patriots had 
suffered severely in the battle of Maypu, 
and had purchased their victory with nearly 
the annihilation of their forces. This was 
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the more easily credited, as it seemed to 
be almost the onlj means of accounting for 
the extreme tardiness of the Patriots in 
their approach. Nine months had now 
elapsed since the defeat of Osorio's army, 
of which, only two or three hundred strag- 
glers had ever returned : had the Patriots 
followed up their success with spirit and 
expedition, and marched into the province, 
they might, with an handful of men, have tar 
ken unresisted possession of Talcahuano, 
have preserved the fortifications of that 
strong hold, entire^ and very possibly have 
prevented the escape of a number of ships, 
richly laden, then in the port. From the 
instant and hurried preparations that were 
made for Osorio's departure, it was very 
evident that he believed that such might be 
the result of his defeat. It was, however, 
soon ascertained, that the Patriots had 
made no movement of pursuit ; on the con- 
trary, Osorio was permitted, at his leisure, 
to collect the remains of the royal force in 
the province, to send despatches to Lima, 
and receive answers to them ; then to de- 
molish the fortifications of Talcahuano, and 
17 
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embark the greatest part of the artillery 
they contained ; and at last, to embark 
himself, takii^ with him a part of the po- 
pulation of the province, with all the wealth 
they could transport. It was f^en, that the 
present commander in chief, Don Francisco 
Sanchez, was left in the military command 
of the province, with but little more than 
a body guard for his army ; and with no 
well founded hope of doing more, than of 
effecting his escape, with the Royalists, that 
might be disposed to follow him to Valdi- 
via. Had the Patriots advanced ^t this 
time^ no resistance could have been offered 
them ; instead of which, they allowed time 
to Sanchez, to organize the militia of the 
province, to unite the regular troops that 
remained after Osorio's departure, with 
those that afterwards arrived in the con- 
voy; to treat with the Indians, and prepare 
them for action ; and at last, to retreat to 
the frontiers, with a force sufficient to im- 
pede the advance of the Patriots, if not ulti- 
mately to prevent their entire occupation 
of the province. The effects of the panic 
that succeeded the battle of Maypu, were 
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completely done awaj ; the inveterate pre- 
judices of the people in this part of the 
country, were strengthened and confirmed; 
the numerous tribes of Indians, upon the 
whole frontier, were brought over to the 
interest and service of the king: these 
were the effects of what still appears to me, 
the unnecessary, and unpardonable delay of 
the Patriots, in their preparations to take 
possession of the province. 

It was now the middle of January, and 
Sanchez had remained more than two 
months, unmolested, in Los Angelos. It 
could no longer be concealed, that the Pa- 
triots were near at hand. A party of them 
had already entered Chillian, a town about 
30 leagues distant, but after keeping pos- 
session of it for nearly two days, were dri- 
ven back by a party of royalists that were 
in the neighbourhood at the time. This 
partial success gave new hopes to the peo- 
ple of Los Angelos, who seemed resolved 
to maintain their ground, and confident in 
their means of resistance. 

The government now granted me a pass^ 
port for San Pedro^ a military post on th% 
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river Biobio, and directly opposite to the 
citj of CoDcepcioD ; there to remain till I 
had an opportunity to embark for the Unit- 
ed States; and I prepared at once to 
take leave of my friends and acquaintance 
in Los Angelos. Among these, was Don 
Juan Ruiz, the richest and most respecta- 
ble merchant in the place, and in whose 
house I passed some very pleasant hours* 
His sons were clever, and rather gentleman- 
ly men, and his only daughter extremely 
pretty, and played ivell^ both on the guitar 
and piano. Don Juan himself, however, 
had nothing personal to recommend him i 
I do not remember to have met with a fi- 
gure and face more ungraceful and forbid- 
ding. (He seemed to me the pei*sonification 
of avarice and meanness) ; but afforded a 
convincing proof of the fallacy of a judg- 
ment formed upon outward appearance. 
He happened, at this time, to be on the 
point of starting for Concepcion, in order to 
bring away a sister, who still remained near 
that place ; and as soon as he found my 
intention of going there, he invited me to 
accompany him, with the offer of a servapt^ 
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mules and horses, with every thing that 
might be required for the journey. 

We started from Los Angel os on the 
morning of the 20th January ; and at noon, 
arrived at an estancia, belonging to Don 
Juan, where we dined and changed horses. 
This estancia was similar to others, near to 
Los Angelos, which I had passed in another 
direction, on my journey thither : the build- 
ings large and commodious; the wheat 
field, rich and extensive, and the vineyard 
flourishing and corresponding with the other 
parts of the establishment. 

Not knowing what might be the state of 
affairs near the city, on the northern side of 
the Biobio, we determined to cross that ri- 
ver as soon as practicable, and arrived at a 
ferrying place, early in the afternoon. We 
here found a good launch, manned by some 
of the sailors, who had escaped from the 
Maria Isabella. The river, at this place, 
(about seven leagues from Los Angelos) is 
somewhat more than a mile in width, the 
current rapid ; and the water clear and 
deep. 

The horses and mules, in passing the ri- 
17* 
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rer, are never taken into the boats ; but 
drawn after them bj their halters, which 
occasions much trouble, and not a littk dan- 
ger. The tract of country we passed, a 
approachii^ the river, consisted, almost at 
together, of flat, rich, well watered pasture 
grounds. 

After passing to the southern s^ of the 
river, the difference in the soil, and face of 
the country, was immediately perceptible. 
The hills, which were now approaching to 
mountains, were arid, and comparatively 
barren ; and for several leagues, we met 
with no growth of large trees. We had 
calculated upon arriving at Santa Juanna, 
this night ; but having been delayed in 
crossing the river, we were obliged to pass 
the night, in a hut upon the mountains, 
with our panchos and the furniture of the 
horses for our beds. Early the next day, 
we arrived at Santa Juanna, a military post 
on the Biobio, of some importance, and for- 
merly of considerable strength. The for- 
tress and all public buildings had bqen 
destroyed by the Patriots on their last 
retreat. It contains about 150 houses; 
and was now crowded with population; 
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dome on their way to Angelos, and oth- 
ers who thought themselves sufficiently 
retired from dai^er, in fixing themselves 
here. After resting about two hours in this 
place, we passed along the borders of the 
mer, about four leagues, to the estancia of 
«i friend of my companion, where we spent 
the afternoon and night. We here found 
an amiable and pleasant femily, and were 
most hospitably entertained* 

This was the only considerable estancia 
that we passed, on the southern side of the 
Biobio, situated upon a plain, formed by the 
hills retiring from the river ; the neighbour- 
ing scenery more bold and grand ; in other 
respects resembling the other estancias near 
Los Angelos. 

In the mornii^, w^ were on horseback 
at daylight, on our way to San Pedro. For 
about 10 leagues, the road was extremely 
rough, and the hills high, steep and barren. 
We passed but one village, containing about 
30 thatched houses, until we came upon 
the plain that leads to San Pedro, where 
we arrived safely, before dark. About 5 
leagues from San Pedro, we passed the 
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road leading to Arauco^ leaving that place 
about six leagues south of us ; as far as 
this, some fishermen had accompanied us^ 
for most of the day, who had been from 
Arauco to Los Angelos to dispose of their 
fish. They informed us that this place 
likewise, was filled with emigrants, some 
with the hope of embarking from thence 
to Lima, and others awaiting the expected 
expedition. It is a place of some strength, 
and has now a garrison, consisting of a com- 
pany of royal troops, and a considerable 
body of Indians. It was taken the last 
year, by the Indians, from the patriots, by- 
assault. According to the accounts we had 
of the affair, in Talcahuano, at the time, 
only one of the garrison, an officer, escap- 
ed. It was, then, of importance to the Pa- 
triots, having a communication with the sea. 
San Pedro is but a mean village contain- 
ing one church, and about 40 houses. 
There are the remains of an old fortress, 
and an arsenal, which last has been recent- 
ly fitted up and supplied. There were now 
here not less than two thousand residents, 
exclusive of a garrison of about 100 troops, 
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fit for duty, and 50 or 60 convalesceDts in 
the hospital, of those ths^t arrired in the 
convoy, A new village now, however, had 
suddeidy risen up. In the course of 3 or 
4 weeks, as many new streets had been 
formed, and the houses filled with inhabi- 
tants. The houses were constructed by 
fixing in the ground rough sticks of timber 
for side and corner posts, with crotches at 
lop to support cross poles, and binding to 
these at the distance of 8 or 10 inches from 
each other, a number of long cane poles, 
all well secured by leathern ropes. The 
open spaced were then filled up, with a sort 
of flag or rush, of which there are vast 
quantities near at hand. A spacious, and 
for this country, very comfortable house, 
can be finished in this manner, in the course 
of a day, at the expense of 8 or 10 dollars. 
In one of these houses, ray companion Don 
Juan, found a number of his most intimate 
friends. They were five ladies, with their 
children, all branches of one of the most 
respectable families of the province, (the 
Carabajales.) During all the late troubles 
^nd changes, they had all lived together, 
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and remained in the city; but were now 
obliged to leave it in obedience to the ge- 
neral orders of the commander in chief. 
With regard to the husbands of four of 
them who were married, one was in Lima, 
one in the service of the Royalists, and two 
in the service of the Patriots, Excepting 
the nuns, scarcely so many other respecta- 
ble persons had been permitted to remain 
in the city, on the last retreat of the Pa- 
triots. At the head of this family, was a 
widow, fine looking, though aged, and sister 
of a nobleman of the king's household in 
Madrid. In this unpleasant and perplexing 
state of affairs, she had under her charge, 
domestics included, more than thirty per- 
sons; and no male among them, older than 
a boy of sixteen, a completely spoiled child, 
whom it was more trouble to manage, than 
all the rest together. But she was a sen- 
sible, decided, courageous, amiable and pnir 
dent woman : she had found, and was still 
to find, sufficient exercise for all these good 
qualities. After supping with this family, 
(to whom Don Juan introduced me in terms 
that gained me a cordial reception) we re? 
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tired to pass the night under the trees be-" 
hind the house, there being not an inch of 
room unoccupied, within it. 

The next morning Don Juan took me 
with him, to introduce me to the governor 
of the place, whom he knew intimately, and 
on leaving him, requested his interest in 
my favour, should I ever need it. We now 
returned to dine with the ladies, (some of 
whose funds, as far as I could gather, were 
in the hands of Don Juan) after which he 
began to prepare for his return to Los Ange- 
los. Before I left Los Angelos I was enabled 
to make a moderate provision for the expen- 
ses of the journey, well knowing that with 
the people of Chili, generally speaking, all 
favours are purchased. Without any hope of 
compensating him for the kindness he had 
shewn me, I now called Don Juan aside, in 
order to adjust the expenses of the jour- 
ney, as he had insisted upon being treasurer 
on the road. He not only refused to re- 
ceive money and several little presents I 
offered him, (as delicately as I could) but 
would hardly listen for an instant to thanks^ 
and in answer only required of me, that if 
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I should meet with any difficulty in San 
Pedro, or feel any disposition to return to 
Los Angel OS, I should only inform him of 
it, and he would immediately dispatch a 
servant, horses, and whatever I might need 
to take me there* The same request he 
afterwards repeated in a letter which be 
wrote me from Los Angelos. Thus the %- 
ure and expression of face, my preposse^ion 
against which I could not to the last over- 
come, proved to have concealed under them 
the most friendly heart that I have jet m©t 
with in this land of strangers. 

After the departure of Don Juan, my 
first object was to seek for some cover under 
which to lodge for the night. After much 
difficulty I obtained a corner of an apart- 
ment in a mud house ; my bedstead consist- 
ed of a long bread-trough, placed upon one 
of my trunks, and my bed and coverings of 
sheep skins and my great coat These were 
my accommodations for the night, during 
nearly three weeks that I remained in San 
Pedro ; and during this time, I may safely 
affirm that I had never one hour of sound 
sleep in the twenty-four ; the other hours 
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of the night were passed with one hand em* 
ployed in chasing the fleas from my Legs, and 
the other, the rats from my head. These 
creatures swarm in such abundance, both 
Jiere ^tnd in Concepcion, as to induce me to 
believe that the description of the vermin 
in Grand Cairo, by Dr. Clark, which struck 
me at first was marvellous^ is correet. For^ 
tunately the river^ as it passed the door, 
was clear and deep, and aiSbrded every far 
cility for bathing, which was universally 
practised, and the luxury of which was 
augmented by the dirt and filth of the 
houses and beds. 

The Biobio at this fdace, is about a league 
in width, and the water at this season of 
the year, in most parts of it shallow, so 
that it may be forded on horseback, now 
and then swimming your horse for a short 
distance. From a high hill, under which 
San Pedro is situated, you have a very fine 
view of the river and city ; can count the 
churches and almost trace' all the streets. 
Taking (as you easily may with the help, 
of a little imagination) every thing white, 
to be marble^ and every thing great to be 
18 
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grand, the picture it presents is a very 
beautiful one ; now, a most sad and distress* 
ing one, to hundreds below, who seem to be 
lingering there, as it were, to gaze on their 
homes, uncertain whether they should ever 
be permitted to revisit them. The seeds 
of the revolution are said to have been 
sown in Concepcion, and she may truly be said 
to have borne the brunt of the war. Five 
times during this fierce and obstinate con- 
test, as one or the other party were ex- 
pected to prevail in the province, this ill 
fated city has been abandoned and emptied 
of all the inhabitants, wealth and movea- 
bles it contained. When I arrived in San 
Pedro, the communication with the city 
was not impeded, and boats occasionally 
passed for the purpose of gathering fruit 
from the gardens, or bringing over some 
article of furniture that had been left be- 
hind ; otherwise it was left in the undis- 
turbed possession of a small vidette guard 
that was still stationed there, always in 
readiness to depart, and a number of the de- 
stitute and profligate who remained behind 
only to gather the gleanings of misfortune. 
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T he people in San Pedro, though not en- 
couraged by the presence of the comman- 
der in chief, and the army, were as confi- 
dent in their hopes of succour, and as 
zealous in their loyalty, as those in Los An- 
gelos. Their garrison of regular troops, 
were shortly ordered to join the army, ex- 
cept one officer and about thirty men; and 
their defence was intrusted to the militia of 
the neighbourhood, aud a few Indians from 
Arauco. The Indians on the coast near 
this place, have gradually assumed the lan- 
guage, customs and dress of the yeomanry 
of the province. They are all cavalry, as 
well here, as on the frontiers, and their 
arms consist of a large knife, worn as a 
dagger, and a lance, about ten feet in length. 

For nearly a fortnight, no event of im- 
portance occurred to change the state of 
affairs here. Every day brought with it 
some new report and alarm, which the next 
day contradicted. The fears of the inha- 
bitants, however, seemed rather to subside 
than increase. Several of the clergy re- 
mained behind, and mass was regularly at- 
tended ; a number of shops were opened ; 
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supplied, with every article of consamption. 
Many that went with Sanchez, bad dow 
returned here, to be nearer their homes. 

They were inveterate against the English 
and Americans, and I should have fared but 
ill among them, but for the friends to whom 
Don Juan introduced me. I passed almost 
all my time with them, and was treated 
with a degree of kindness and hospitality, 
that I can never forget. My plate was al^ 
ways placed next to that of the Senora^ 
and if i ever failed to appear at noon of 
n^ht, I was always searched for. One ol 
the chief ol]jects with her, seemed to be, to 
banish all sc^rrow ; and to allow her family 
no time to reflect upon thetr present situa* 
tion and misfortunes. The house was fur- 
nished with a piano and guitars upon which 
several dP the family played ; and they had 
now taken into their service, two Spanish 
sailors, of the Maria Isabella ; one of them 
a most excellent singer, the other a lively 
and facetious sort of buffoon ; in these, their 
several capacities, one or the other of them, 
were kept engaged almost every horn* of 
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the day. In addition to this, a puppet-show 
was got up in a neighbouring house, for the 
younger part of the family, and lastly, at 
home, they had three or four beautiful, well 
educated parrots ; so that, all circumstances 
considered, our diversions were neither few 
nor contemptible. 

We were not long, however, allowed to 
think much of amusements. In the course 
of two or three days, after we were per- 
fectly settled, the ferry boat which had pas- 
sed over in the morning to the city, return- 
ed with precipitation, leaving part of her 
passengers, prisoners, behind. She was fir- 
ed into in pushing off, and narrowly escaped. 

It was now evident that the Patriots had 
possession of the city ; with what force, we 
could only conjecture ; though a conside- 
rable body of cavalry, apparently more than 
one company, were distinctly seen, with a 
glass, upon the opposite banks. The mili- 
tia were now all put on duty, and patrols 
were organized for four or five miles, up 
and down the river. 

We remained without any interesting oc- 
currence, until the third night from this ; 
18* 
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when a launch, filled with scJdiers, ap- 
proached, thoogh a moonlight night, with- 
in musket shot of the shore, without being 
perceived. The alarm gun was then fired ; 
and several rounds were exchai^ed ; aft«f 
which the launch sheered off, a^ pdled 
leisurely for the city. They bad a French 
horn, and other instruments of musiek on 
board, and after short intervals, struck «p 
some martial, patriotic air. As the night 
was serene and beautiful, the banks of the 
river were immediately lined with people 
of both sexes ; listenir^ to the retreating 
music of a portion of their deadly foe€^ 
who might, very possibly, in a few hours^ 
become their masters. The effect of mu- 
sic, on the water, at all times sufficiently 
impressive, was heightened by such a coo- 
course, under such circumstances, and pro* 
duced a most singular mixture of emotions. 
The next morning, a considerable nunoh 
ber of families, apprehensive of a sudden 
assault, prepared to quit San Pedro ; and 
set off, most of them on foot, following tl:^ 
carts and mules, loaded with their furniture 
and bag^ge , some bound to Arauco, some 
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to Santa Jiianna ; and veiy man^, scaroetjT 
knowing where to bend their steps, or where 
they might meet with security and rest. 

Three nights after this, another alarm 
-was sounded, and another launch was seen 
approaching the shdre ; with the intention 
(as I afterwards learned in Concepcion) of 
ascertaining' where would be the fittest 
place to land, and what preparation had 
been made to resist an attaek. She too was 
fired into, and two were killed, and almost 
all on board oi her were wounded ; one of 
the latter, an officer whom 1 afterwards 
saw in the eity, received two balls, which 
remained in him for some weeks ; and he 
probably would have died, but for the skill 
and attention <^ the sui^eon of an English 
whaleman, that happeiyed to be then in the 
port. 

Orders w^re now issued by the com- 
manding offleer, that all the unarmed resi- 
dents in San Pedro, should forthwith, and 
without distinction, leave the place ; as he 
kad reoeived information that a general at- 
tack would shortly be made. This produ- 
ced a scene of bustle and confusion, little 



Digitized by 



Google 



212 

less,'Hban would have been the effect of the 
threatened attack itself. 

They had been so long perplexed with 
false alarms, that they had ceased to provide 
against real danger. •^ 

Many of those who had furniture and 
valuable property, were unprovided with 
the means of conveying it away ; and, on 
the whole, their fate seemed now the hap- 
piest, who had nothing more to do, than to 
take up their beds and walk. 

It was believed, by the people at large, 
that the war had now become a war of 
extermination, and that the Patriots ad- 
vanced, resolved to allow no quarter, even 
to poverty and misery. Most of the lower 
classes of Talcahuanoj (which had so often 
proved the stumbling-block of the Patriots) 
were collected here, and they believed 
that, least of all, had they any reason to 
hope for pardon and reconciliation. 

These were now seen sallying from the 
place, in troops, mostly of women and chil- 
dren, with uncertain destination, and with 
scarce a day's provision for their support 
The situation of many of the women, who 
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were entirely destitute of aid, was extreme* 
\y distressing. In some instances, tbej were 
seen hastening away, with one or two little 
children fastened about their shoiMerSi 
and their arms fiUed with cooking uten- 
sits. 

The family I was with, howerer, felt 
none of these apprebensiona They had, 
more than once, passed throi^b scenes^ 
similar to that which was now anticipate^ 
and without mc^station; and they had re* 
sohred to remam where they were, what* 
erer might happen. As, however^ there 
was now, no altematire to a removal, they 
began at once to make their arrangements^ 
in which they insisted that I should be i» 
eluded. 

Having sent to the farm of a friend, not 
far distant, for mules and horses; the next 
object was to decide what direction to 
take, and to what place they should re*- 
treat. After much debate, it was decided 
not to leave the vicinity, but to cross the 
bill, and pass up the river about four mile% 
to a farm, where several of their friends 
bad some time before retired. All were 
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noyf btisily employed in preparing the loads 
for the mules ; this, however, was soon 
accomplished, as but little of their baggage 
had been unpacked in San Pedro. 

Most of the loads were on the waj^ 
early in the afternoon ; the ladies, some on 
foot, and some on horseback, following, 
escorted by the mule drivers* I was left 
to see to the loading of the mules, when 
they should return, with what remained 
behind. I started from San Pedro towards 
evening, leaving the village almost entirely 
deserted. Of the crowds that were ga- 
thered there, the week before, not twenty 
persons, (besides the soldiers) were to be 
seen. After no very pleasant walk, we 
arrived about nine o'clock at the spot, 
where our party were encamped. I found 
them seated upon their matrasses and car- 
pets, under a large tree, and partly encircled 
by rugs and blankets, suspended from the 
branches, and fastened to long poles. Some 
were playing with the children^ and some 
sipping their mate, and instead of finding 
them half dead with fatigue and vexation, 
M I had expected; they were conversing 



Digitized by 



Google 



215 

with as much life and animation, as if they 
had been in their parlours at home. A 
few rods from them, there was a blazing 
fire, under another tree, where the cooks 
were engaged in preparing the supper. 
The novelty of the scene gave an interest 
to the evening, and it passed off as plea- 
santly as any we had spent together, amidst 
all the diversions of San Pedro. After 
supper, we began to feel somewhat of fa- 
tigue, from, the labours of the day ; and 
bidding each other very formal adieus for 
the night, we retired to our separate apart* 
Tnents^ formed by different rows of trunks 
and boxes, and soon forgot that there were 
either patriots or royalists in the world. 

We rose at light to prepare for business^ 
The first object was to build a house. For 
this purpose, a number of neighbouring 
labourers were sent for, and the contract 
soon finished ; by which they, for the sum 
of eight dollars, were to erect, with all 
possible speed, a large, commodious, rain 
proof house. 

While the materials for this were col- 
lecting, I had an opportunity to take a view 
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of our new abode. We were upon a plea- 
sant plaio, not a hundred rods m widths 
verdant and covered with fruit trees, and 
t>ordered by the riYer, and a mountain. A 
^velist would have called it a truly ro^- 
inantic spot. There was but one house ip 
sight, and that resembled a cottage^ only in 
size. In this, were the friends of our party, 
who had come out a few days before. 
They consisted of the sister, nieces, and 
other female relations of the Provisor or 
Dean of the Cathedral of Concepcion, 
who, immediately after the first alarm, left 
San Pedro for Arauco. They were amiable 
and interesting womea 

Before noon, this day, there was every 
appearance of an approaching storm, and 
we thought ourselves fortunate in having 
been able to make so early preparations 
for a shelter. The work was hurried on, 
and an end, a side, and part of the roof of 
the house, was partially finished before 
dark. We, in the mean time, were em- 
ployed in removing the trunks and furni- 
ture to our new habitation, which, how- 
ever, we did not efiect, till long after the 
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rain storm had commenced. In the even- 
ing, it increased to violence ; and the pros- 
pect of the night we were to pass, afforded 
a trial of temper, that many women, who 
had been used to luxury all their lives, 
would not so easily have borne. We were 
but little bettered by our removal from 
the tree. By the help of carpets and skins, 
we were pretty well sheltered from the 
wind ; but our roof proved no better than 
a sieve. By supper time, there was not a 
dry spot in the house, upon which to place 
the table. The ladies, however, added no 
sighs to the wind, nor tears to the rain. 
We supped as usual, and passed the night 
with no other care, than to keep ourselves 
as dry and warm as possible. 

At this season of the year, the storms, 
though sometimes violent, are never of 
long continuance ; and we rose in the morn- 
ing, with a brilliant sun. It seemed now, 
as if all our cares were over. The house 
was soon finished, and we found ourselves 
as comfortably, and much more pleasantly 
situated, than in San Pedro. The two fa- 
milies united, formed a social circle, sufH-^ 
19 
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cientlj large, and probably a$ pleasant, as 
could hare been selected iq the province. 
The scenery in th^ neighbourhood was 
raried and bf^autifiil, and we spent mqsit of 
the day in ranibling aboiit» At night, we 
were always visited by the patrols, who 
came regularly to tal^e some refreshment, 
and give us the new9 of the day** 

We were now enjoying a greater degree 
of tranquillity, than fairly fell to our share ; 
and our only wish was, that we might re- 
main as we were, until public affairs should 
be settled. 

In this manner, we had, ps^ssed fitie very 
pleasant days, when we repeived a BandQ, 
or proclamation, from the con^nandiqg offi- 
cer in San Pedro, orderiu^ aU on this side 
the river, to retire immediately tp Ara'^o^ 
under pab of being considered and treated 
as enemies to the king ; and information at 
the same time, that a guirilla remained be- 
hind, only to see that this or^er was carried 
into effect. This news was unexpected, 
and most unwelcome. To retire wit|;i such 
a family to a post so distant, without pro- 
tectors, or the mean^ of conveyance* seem- 
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ed impossible. To remain behind, they 
would be obliged to conceal themselves, 
and might, moreoyer, incur the displeasure 
of the king^ which, next to God's, they 
had, most of them, been taught to dread. 

I now looked forward with real sorrow, 
to a separation from this interesting family. 
Haying resolved never, voluntarily, to ac- 
company a retreating guirilla, with the 
prospect of endui^ing another «iege, I made 
my arrangements accordingly. A young 
merebant of Concepeion, with his wife, 
bad followed us to the spot where we 
were, and was tiving in a little shed, by the 
side of the wall of the farm house. He, 
too, was little inclined to a journey to 
Aramx)* He was a decked royalist; and 
calculated that matters were now drawing 
to a close ; that an engagement would 
soon take place, and Sanchez be on his 
return, victorious, to Concepcioar We 
immediately engaged to join in prepa- 
rations for concealii^ ourselves in the 
woods. With the assistance of an old 
labourer, we soon found a spot on the side 
pf the mQimtaip, about a mile from the 
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house, where we thought there would he 
little chance of being discovered, even if 
we should be searched for. By working 
1 ard all the evening, we got pur trunks and 
baggage safely deposited in this place, and 
here we spent the night. My friend and I 
returned in the morning to ascertain the 
state of things, and render what assistance 
we could to the family ; leaving his lady 
the sole possession of the hill. We found 
the party extremely sad and dejected ; 
fearful to remain, and without the means 
to remove. The morning was passed in a 
state of most anxious suspense. Before 
noon, two soldiers rode towards the house, 
and brought us information that the Guiril- 
la of the royalists had retired from San 
Pedro ; that a party of the Patriots had 
come over, and that they were ordered by 
Don Manuel Gonsalez, to search for this fa- 
mily, and invite them all, to return to their 
homes in Concepcion. The soldiers who 
brought this information, were recognized 
at once, as Royalists. One of them I had 
known some months before. They had 
deserted and joined the Patriots, only two 



Digitized by 



Google 



221 

days before ; and Gonsalez, who was com- 
missary general of the army of Concepcion, 
(and who was brother to one of the ladies 
of our party,) had sent them upon this 
mission. 

Another difficulty now arose, from the 
suspicion that these men might be of the 
guirilla that was lingering near, and might 
have been sent for the purpose of sounding 
the intentions of our party, and perhaps, 
seriously to compromit them. They were 
answered with caution, and given to under- 
stand that as they confessed they had just 
changed sides, not much confidence could 
be placed in their representations. The 
soldiers only requested time to bring proof 
of their assertions, and left us. They re^^ 
turned in the evening, with a letter from 
Don Manuel, entreating that none of the 
party would think of removing farther dis- 
tant, but immediately return to Coucepcion ; 
where they would be gladly received, and 
every facility and protection afforded them. 
He sent at the same time a printed copy 
of a proclamation of the Supreme Director 

inviting all classes of the people to re- 
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turn to their homes, and insuring safety and 
protection to their persons ; and the free 
enjoyment of their estates and property. 
It would seem that there could now, be no 
question with regard to the course it was 
best to pursue ; yet the decision was adopt- 
ed with extreme hesitation, by the Senora, 
and several others of the family, who abso- 
lutely shuddered at the idea of receiving 
even safety and protection from the hands 
of the enemies of their king. At last, how- 
ever, we commenced preparations for re- 
moval. I went immediately to the moun- 
tain, to remove my baggage, and inform my 
friend, who had returned there, of what 
had passed, and to invite him and his wife 
to accompany us, to the city. But to this 
they would not barken for a moment, but 
seemed resolved to await the issue of af- 
fairs; and confident that Sanchez would 
soon return victorious to Concepcion. 

The soldiers had been ordered, by Don 
Manuel, in case the party concluded to pass 
the river, to proceed immediately to San 
Pedro, for the purpose of obtaining a launch, 
and to return to the place where we were, 
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that we might embark from thence. Ear- 
ly the next morning, the launch arrived 
within a few roods of the house, with a 
guard of soldiers, pilots, &c. By the help 
of the soldiers, in a short time, our bag- 
gage was on board, and the parties from 
both houses, embarked, about nine o'clock, 
for Concepcion. 

I looked forward to the events of the 
day, with no little interest. For eighteen 
months past, I had associated with Royalists 
of all grades and distinctions, in different 
directions and in various situations ; but ex- 
cept through the grates of a prison, or up- 
on some distant height, I had never yet seen 
a professed Patriot 

We passed down the river swiftly, close 
to the banks, until we came opposite to San 
Pedro, when we changed our course, di- 
rectly for the city. When somewhat more 
than half way across the river, we were 
met by a small boat, in which were four or 
five officers. They approached us, and 
immediately jumped on board the launch, 
saluted the ladies with great cordiality, and 
felicitated themselves upon the honour of 
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escortii^ them to the city. They were 
tail, graceful fine looking men, and in full 
and rich uniform. On reaching the land- 
mg place, about a mile from the city, we 
found a considerable concourse of officers, 
soldiers and others. Don Manuel was there 
ready to receive us, with 8 or 10 soldiers, 
who had brought horses, for the ladies to 
ride to the crty. Mules were likewise in 
readiness for the baggage ; and we now all 
proceeded to the house of Don Manuel, 
which we reached about eleven o'clock. 
We were here treated with wine, frints, 
&c. ; and after a very pleasant half hour, 
I left the party, to see and inquire what 
was passing in the city.— Among the first 
persons I recognized, on entering the 
square, were my two youog friends, with 
whom I had lived so long, and suffered so 
much, the last year. They had come that 
morning from Penco, in search for some fe- 
male relations, who had passed over with 
the Royalists. They were exceedingly as- 
tonished at seeing me. They were not on- 
ly ignorant that I was in Concepcion, but 
had no idea that I was alive. It was be- 
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lieyed in Penco, that I had been murdered, 
and left in the woods, the night we left 
there. This probably arose from the death 
of a young Patriot, who had been killed in 
the neighbourhood a few days before, by 
the same Guirilla, while offering some re- 
sistance, and refusing to repeat viva el Rey. 
The story had been transferred to me with 
additional circumstances, and had been re- 
ported to the government : and my death 
had been added to the list of the atroci- 
ties of the royal army. After mutual feli- 
citations we went together to the palace, 
to call on the Intendente Gobernador, or go- 
rernor general, who is an acquaintance of 
the eldest of my friends. We were very 
cordially received, and entertained for half 
an hour, with much politeness, and dismiss- 
ed with a proffer of services, &c. The 
Intendente, Freyre, though a young man, 
has been one of the most conspicuous cha- 
racters of the revolution. He was a friend 
^nd protegS of Don Juan Rosa, a merchant 
of Concepcion, of great wealth, influence 
and talents, under whose auspices, the re- 
volution, in the province, was first conduct- 
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e4 Frcyre has several titles crossed the 
Andes, aod has been engaged in active ser- 
vke from the first. He hcis the reputation 
of beii^ a brave and able oflScer, and is 
moreover a gentlemanly and very hand- 
some man. 

After a pleasant day in Concepcion, we 
returned in the evening, to Penco. If 
the men of the family were surprised to 
see me, the women were, at first sight, ab- 
solutely frightened. They had my bed, 
And the ba^age I bad left behind, neatly 
packed «p, and ready to send by the first 
opportunity to the consul at Valparaisoy 
'with an aecount of my disappearance. 

They soon however, gave me a cordild 
•welcome, and we sat dawii to dipper, 
with plenty of food, as well for converwt- 
tion as refreshment. They too, bad suffer- 
ed severely, after I left them. The house 
bad been visited by several Guirillas, in 
search of the young men, and had been 
stripped of almost every thing it contained. 
The young men had never ventured from 
the mountains, and the women soon retired 
to a small hut, distant from the road, where 
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they had remained till a fortnight before I 
arrived. I found them in good health, and 
happy in the prospect of ease and security- 
March 1, 1819. 

We are within an hour^s ride of Con- 
cepcion, where I have been several ttjaes, 
since my return. The Patriot emigrants 
lire returning in very ccHisiderable num- 
berS| and the city is beginning to reas- 
sume the appearance of life and acti- 
vity* I have seen a number of officers 
there, some of whom have just arrived 
from the late scene of action, near Los 
Angelos ; and have learnt the fate of Saur 
chez, with his army and Indians. 

Sometime before I left San Pedro, I re- 
ceived an order from the fiscal of the roy- 
al army, to repair immediately to Los An- 
gelos, to give testimony in a court martial, 
then holden upon some of the officers of 
the regiment, to which the guirilla that had 
made prisoner of me, belonged ; but by 
writing to the governor, (Cabanes) I ob- 
tained permission to give my evidence in 
San Pedro ; and by so doing, escaped not 
a little of confusion and difficulty. Early in 
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January, the Patriot army, amounting to 
about three thousand men, left Santiago; 
entered the province without opposition, 
and marched directly upon Chillian, about 
twenty leagues from Los Angelos, where 
the^ expected to meet Sanchez, with his 
forces, and decide the contest. Sanchez 
had advanced thus far, but had retired again 
to Los Angelos, leaving about four hundred 
soldiers, and a body of Indians, in that 
place. After some skirmishing with the 
advance of the Patriots, these too retreat- 
ed towards Los Angelos. The Patriots 
immediately pursued, and arrived near Los 
Angelos, before Sanchez, (who, it would 
seem, had now despaired of successful re- 
sistance,) had completed his dispositions to 
retreat across the river Biobio. The Pa- 
triots came upon them in the act of crossing 
it ; and a very considerable carnage ensued. 
Some hundreds of the soldiers, and many of 
the citizens of Los Angelos, were drowned 
in attempting to cross. 

In the night, while Sanchez was encamp- 
ed upon the opposite bank, a party of the 
Patriots was ordered to pass the river be- 
low, ascend to his encampment, and attack 
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him by surprise. Sanchez, however, was 
apprized of their movements in time to 
quit his encampment, and reti-eat hastily 
towards the Indian territories, with the 
Idss, however, of part of his baggage and 
military stores. The Patriots now took 
possession of Los Angelos, where they 
found vast quantities of wheat, wine, brandy 
and tobacco, as well as numerous flocks and 
herds in the neighbouring pastures. The 
Indians in the mean time fled in all direc- 
tions, and defied pursuit. Thus ended all 
open opposition to the Patriot cause, in 
Concepcion. 

Freyre, the Governor and commander 
in chief, left Santiago with the army and 
accompanied it as far as Talca and the river 
Maule, (half way to Concepcion). He then 
took another road, and with about two hun- 
dred dragoons, proceeded directly to the 
Capitol, of which he took possession with- 
out opposition. These were the troops 
whom we first saw from San Pedro. 

The main army is already on its march 
to Santiago, having left a garrison in Los 
Angelos, and sent a reinforcement of six 
20 
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or seven bimdred infaotry to Freyrc in 
CoDcepcion. 

This forc^ 18 e&tima,ted to be suiiicieQt 
to mamtain tranquiUUy ini the province. 

The military podts.OQ the other side of 
the river are atiU in the hands ojf the Roy- 
alists, and bodies o£ Indians have within a 
few days made their a,pp€(arance directly kk 
front of Concepcion, and I do not believe 
that should any occasion favourable to insur-* 
rection x^Skr itself, this force would be suft 
ficient to queU it. The Patriot families io^ 
Concepcion Uaelf appear by no meaqs con- 
fident in their security, and those belonging^ 
to Talcahuaiio have not yet dared to re- 
move thither. 

I have converged too, with a number of the 
6^ers who were pr^eut at the dispersimik 
at Cancharyada, and afterwards at the fa^ 
mous battle of Maypu, upon which huqg; 
the fate of Chili. Theu" accounts of these 
affairs differ but little ki the main, from 
those I had before received from the Roy- 
alists. The Patriot army was epcamped 
at Cancharyada, about three leagues from 
Talca, and the river Maule. It consisted 
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(inclndKng two or three tlioudand militia) of 
at least thtrteen thousand men, well ap- 
pointed znd disciplined, the cayalry well 
mounted, and tbe infantry well equipped ; 
the whole commaxided by San Martin^ who 
kad already pt*oved hin^self valiant and for- 
timate, and encouraged by the presence of 
ihe Supreme Director in person. The 
Roy^ army under Oaorio and Ordoner 
had been augmefit^d in Hs march by yolun- 
ieers and soldiers who }|^ remained in 
o^ncealment in the proymce, since the for- 
mer ctefeat of the Royalists, and consisted 
<m its arrival at Maule, of upwards of six 
thcHisaiid men. On the moraii^ (^ the 19th 
ef March, they crossed the river without 
eppoaition, and the Patriots now calculated 
that they had them completely in their 
power. Early in the afternoon of the same 
day, some skirmishing took place between 
the advance of the two armies, in which 
the Royalists were worsted and retreated 
San Martin had resolved to make a gene- 
ral attack early the next mornii^. In the 
mean time, he ordered a plentiful supper 
and refreshments to be served out to the 
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troops, and the horses to be well fed and 
prepared for action on the morrow. While 
the army was thus engaged, their arms stack- 
ed, and their horses unsaddled, the cavalry 
of the enemy rushed suddenly upon them, 
followed by the rest of the army. The 
surprise was so complete, that not a mea- 
sure or movement of resistance was thought 
of. The whole army was almost instantly 
dispersed, and fled in all directions, without 
the least degree of order, discipline or 
union. Some fifty or sixty were killed in 
preparing for their flight, and a considera- 
ble number wounded, among whom was 
the Supreme Director himself. All their 
artillery, ammunition, and baggage, a num- 
ber of horses, and two thousand stand of 
arms, fell unresistedly into the hands of the 
Royalists. On the fourth day from this, 
San Martin arrived in Santiago ; and the 
day after, the Supreme Director, by a dif- 
ferent road ; both without troop, and al- 
most without attendants. In the city, all 
was confusion and uproar ; no one was pre- 
pared for a result so entirely unexpected. 
The foreigners that were there, were hur- 
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rying with their property to the port, i& 
order to embark ; a great part of the po- 
pulation was pre parity to cross the Andes, 
and consternation and despair reigned in 
every quarter. 

It was now, that San Martin displayed a 
decision and energy of character, that prov- 
ed him worthy of the post he held ; he as- 
sembled the chief citizens, harangued the 
people, drew out the militia, and encourag- 
ed the soldiers ; and in fine, succeeded in 
calming the apprehensions that existed, and 
in inspiring confidence and hope. In the 
mean time, the troops, except some five or 
BIX hundred^ who crossed the Cordelleras, 
took different routes towards the city, and 
were now arriving hourly by hundreds. An 
encampment was immediately formed with- 
out the city : those who had lost their arms 
or horses, were supplied afresh ; the army 
was organized anew ; and in eight days 
from his arrival in the city, San Martin 
found himself at the head of ten thousand 
troops, resolved to wipe off the stain that 
rested upon their arms, or to die in the at- 
tempt. 

20* 
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In the mean time, Osorio, encumbered 
Avith his artillery, and impeded by frequent 
rivers and streams, over which there are 
no bridges, made but slow progress in his 
advance towards the capital. His army 
was still further augmented by volunteers, 
whom his recent success induced to flock to 
him, and whom he supplied with the arms 
he had captured from the Patriots. He 
arrived within six leagues of the city, in 
sixteen days, a distance of seventy five 
leagues. His army, amounting now, to 
about eight thousand men, crossed the river 
Maypu, in the night of the 4th of April, 
and continuing their march, encamped early 
on the morning of the 5th upon one of the 
hills which border the plain, upon which 
Santiago is situated, and about three leagues 
distant from it. He, here planted his ar- 
tillery, and drew up his forces to await an 
attack. During these movements, Freyre, 
who commanded a corps of observation, 
had constantly harassed him ; and avoiding 
an engagement, had passed the whole night 
and morning in skirmishes. 

In the mean time, the main army of the 



Digitized by 



Google 



235 

Patriots had passed the night in rest ; and 
early in the morning, were abundantly sup- 
plied with every thing needful, to refresh 
them. Before seven o'clock, they were on 
their march to meet the royal army, and to 
decide at a single blow, the contest between 
liberty and independence, and slavery and 
despotism. At nine o'clock, the armies 
were fronting each other, within musket 
shot, the Patriots not having suffered much 
from the artillery that was playing upon 
them. The action commenced between 
the regiment of Burgos^ consisting of Span- 
ish veterans, and who covered the artillery, 
and the eighth regiment of Patriots, con- 
sisting wholly of blacks^ who, after a warm 
contest, gave way and fled. The Spaniards 
pursued them warmly; a division of the 
Patriots was now ordered to charge the ar- 
tillery, of all which they shortly got pos- 
session. A brisk fire had now commenced, 
and was continued for about an hour 
throughout the whole line, after which, the 
armies closed, and the battle was decided 
at the point of the bayonet, and at sword's 
length. At eleven o'clock, Ordoner sur- 
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rendered, with about 350 men, which were 
all that remained of the regiment that 
fought so bravely under him, in Talcahua- 
DO. Mogado, who commanded the caval- 
ry, surrendered nearly at the same time ; 
and about the same time too, Osorio is sup- 
posed to have fled. The slaughter up<NEi 
the field of battle continued till one o'clock. 
The pursuit and slaughter of fugitives con- 
tmued through the day. Of the royal ar- 
my, three thousand, including wounded, 
were taken prisoners, and one thousand are 
supposed to have escaped ; the rest were 
left dead upon the field of battle. The 
Patriot loss is estimated at three thousand, 
killed and wounded. 

I do not remember any 6i^;agement, in 
the course of our own revolution, that was 
so evidently decisive of the fate of an em- 
pire, as was this ; the time, place, and cir- 
cumstances under which it took place^ all 
conspired to give to it an uncommon degree 
of interest. Almost the whole male popu- 
lation of Santiago are said to have sallied 
forth from the city, and were witnesses of 
this desperate contest. When Osorio re- 
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turned to Talcahuano, I recollect to have 
heard one of his officers say, that when the 
General viewed with his glass, the immense 
numbers that followed the Patriot army, 
and almost covered the plain, supposing 
they might be militia, or corps of reserve, 
he exclaimed, " we are lost, inevitably.'' 
The prisoners who had surrendered, were 
marched into town in the afternoon of the 
same day ; those who were taken m their 
attempt to escape, were conscantly arriving 
for several weeks afterwards. The victory 
was celebrated in Santiago, with triumphal 
pomp ; and the month was passed in one 
continued jubilee. 



THE END, 
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